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CHAP. I. 

« 

I AROSE early on the following momiiigi 
and attended to. make ptija to a d&ity hard 
by) whcore I found a number of persons 
assembled for the name purpose* Being a 
Stranger,, the eyes of all the inhabitants of 
the. yiUage presexit were directed towards 
m^ and m^iye than one of them was ex* 
eeedu^ly: anxious that I should give somi^ 
aeccwnt of.mysdf/ I refrained, however, 
from satisfying their curiosity, and they 
stored me to'rtiHUm to the durfam saHah 
vsimolesrted I thi^e inqiufed the wny to 
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2 PANDURANG HARI- 

Surat, and was little pleased to find that 
I could not travel thither in less than two 
days. Not' intimidated, by the intell^ence, 
and firm to my object, I set out with a good 
resolution ; and had not gone far when I 
overtook several bullocks with their drivers, 
employed in the conveyance of grain, and 
found, like myself, they were bound to Su- 
rat. Thes6 drivers veiy readily gave me 
permissicH) to accompany < them ; and as we 
proceeded we grew more friendly, • until one 
of them offered me a seat^ upon his beast, 
and thus saved me many a weary footstep. 
I rea;ched Stlra^about die time I expected ; 
and, contrary to my former custom among 
buUodt-driverSj-met with no ;adventure on 
the road. 

Surat was crowded with ships and vessels 
of all kinds. I found it a great place of 
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traffic, and frequented, by most of the mer- 
chants of the East,, as well as the West; 
rich, populous, and busy. I took the first 
opportunity of examining the city, as I had 
never before been within the walls. It bore 
the remains of its former grandeur, though 
the principal streets, or what. had once been 
so, in the Moghul Serai, were narrow and 
exceedingly dirty. This was the first time 
I had ever been in a city the inhabitants of 
which were principally Musselmen. The 
filth of these people around their habita- 
tions struck me very forcibly, and made 
me. thankful I was among the followers of 
Brahma. 

After rambling in the Moghul Serai, I 
entered the common bazaar, which is on the 
outside of the old dly. wall. The misery, 
dirt, and stench I encountered, there was. 
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4 ^AKDURANG HARt. 

the most disgysting sight my eyes ever be*^ 
held* Kabob fi^ng (which recalled Fuzl 
Khan's mother to Qiy recollection) was car« 
rying on in every comer. The numbers of 
old women roasting and irjring, polluting 
die very atmosphere with their abomina* 
tions, would almost exceed belief. The 
meat at the butchers'Hstalls, the bread at 
ihe bakers', the very sweetpieats, were co- 
vered with impurities. The men were one 
half of them drunk, though, as Mahome- 
dans, they were forbidden strong liquors*— 
so much for dieir imperfect obedience to an 
knperibct religion ! How far more exalted 
and sincere are the followers of Biahma f 
Tlie women were bold, carried themsebres 
ooacrselyf and seemed to be all slatterns. 
QuarreUmg was heaiil from morning till 
sight in every comer of the place, and the 
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followers of the Faithful in Shirat appeared 
lo me the vilest cl^ss of m^n I bad ever 
sojourned amongst. The E^glisb^ to whom 
it beloi^edy seemed either incapable of en^ 
forcing cleanliness by their authori^, or 
had given the ofcgect up as a hopeless task* 
Leaving the bazflmr, I saw not fiur off alarge 
building, which they iliformed me was th# 
jiul) and tl^t it wais only just erected. Hit 
adawluti, or couirtrjioii^ wi^ dose by, a^ 
agiiin recalled Fuzl KhW) and his trouU^ 
thercf to my r^coUeclkiv^ TknQ judge was 
considered, on tb^ wMnp^ to be afiiir sample 
of the protm^ifm e?^ where^ having l^is 
prejudices imd sympAtbie$9 as well as other 
men. Woe to those) however, who fell 
under bis di^Uke, md stpl more under the 
hatred of a vigdbond Farsee in author!^ 
Jbeoemb him, bul a mjicb gri^aMir man than 
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6 PANDURANG HARI. 

his master. By superlative cunning and 
hypocrisy, this Parsee had the good fortune 
to persuade men that he was as truly ho- 
nourable and just as he appeared. He had 
filled several situations in all branches of the 
service — ^in the revenud, justice, customs, 
police, and commerce ; with his long expe- 
rience in so itiany departments, and with- 
out the inclination, who could be more 
honest ? The English were eiiAiet aware of 
this, or in ignorance of the character which 
really belonged to the fellow — the reader 
must decide which of the two was really the 
case. During my residence here, this obse- 
quious and artful knave gave a grand naidch, 
or dance, to which the heads of the difiPerent 
departments were, invited. The use of these 
invitations was, not to pay a compliment to 
'the English, which they were silly enough 



PANSURANG.' HAEI> 



T 



to imagihe, but designed to add to: his 
own importance by the^ presence of the 
strangers^ which' fully . compensated for the 
expense incurred in their company, as they 
seldom, remained nKHre than half an hour. 
The influence acquired in consequence, 
was used in facilitating the extortion of 
money from the inhabitants,, or in evading 
the payment of their just debts. In. either 
case, who would dare grumble, when the 
judge himself was. the intimate friend of 
the party against whom complaint was to be 
made ! The judge cam^e to his dance, eat his 
sweetmeats and conserves, praised his chil- 
dren,, and returned' his embrace :— would 
any one be fool enough to. complain against 
him? Such was the result of the. feeling in: 
the place ; and, whethei; the reasoning was; 
fake or true, the poor people dared not run^ 
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8 PANDUEANG HARL 

the mk of making the attempt. Thus, as 
Bsual, the great ends of justice were de> 
feated by the means taken to dispense it. 

I remained no longer at Surat than was 
necessary for recovering mysdf after my 
journey : I left it, duatyughly dbgusted with 
all I heard and saw there. I journeyed on 
until I readied Broach, the birth-place of 
Fuzl Khan. If I found Surat a filtl^ re* 
sidence, how much mdre disgusting was 
this place ! It seemed the concentration of 
all the dirt in the country, the centre of 
every beastly and disgustii^ halnt^ . A na* 
tive-bom individual not cmly ruled or ma-r 
naged the people, but his superior also. It 
was painfully ludicrous to hear how the wise 
and proper regulations of the government 
were constantly evaded or set at nought, by 
the very person employed and paid to see 



them enforced. Tlie confidence reposod ia 
vagabond^ with the high-souBding Dame3 
of sudr aumeen, tbujdar, sheristadar, va> 
Iceel, tie, exhibited a great degree of 
foil;. WfaoeTet has. attained one of these 
titles, 19 very certain to make his fortune 
<[uickly ; and I longed for one of the appoint- 
ments, where ease, and comfort, and com- 
petenoe, were ensured by a Utile address in 
screwiag the people. But I most pass over 
other pardculas of my jonHiey, and take 
up my story trom tb« tiine I entered Ba- 
rodia, this being an interval of some days 
from my leaving the den of the Bheels. 

The T^ingli^h Government was just at Haa 
period very suspicious of ilie Guicowar, 
haTtng reason to fear he would join the con- 
federated powers of the Deccan. Not thinks 
ing news of this nature could be of any 
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moment to me, I neglected to make par- 
ticular inquiries respecting any <;hange of 
affiiirs that might have happened in the 
court, and made my way directly to the 
palace. At Broach T had taken care to 
provide myself with the bow, arrows, and 
garb of a Bheel, and took the character as 
well as I could, covering myself with a 
cloak, that I nHght not be known for one in 
the streets of Baroda. On entering the pa^* 
lace I soliqjit^d' ah audience of the Guico- 
war: which was refused, .until I stated my 
errand, and the object of my visit This I 
whispered in the ear of an attendant ; ;and 
the name of ^^ Mulharia Bheel" acted like 
magic I had an audience i^^nediately ; 
but, when in the presence of the Guicowar, 
my courage very nearly &iled me, AH the 
horrors I felt when personating the magician 
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before the Peesh^a at Poona, now came 
upon me again. It wa$ impossible^ II knew, 
to recede, and therefore; I mustered courage 
to present the letter of the Bheel chief, 
sajdng, that Sumboo having expired. sud- 
denly,^ and Mulhana being pressed for time, 
I had been deputed to convey the letter. 
The Gnicowar upon this called in his se- 
cretary, who. with difficulty made out the 
contents of the epistle. After it had been 
read, both of them eyed me in . a very 

* 

pointed way, and . retired into an inner 
apartment. I would have given double, the 
sum. I came to demand, had I possessed 
it, . to. have got clear out of the. palace. In 
about an hour's time the Guicowar jretum- 
ed, and desired me to await his reply a 
little longer. Hearing an unusual bustle in 
the court below, I ven.tured to peep through 
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t2 PAN0U1LANG HARI. 

the window; and, to my constematio];i» be^ 
held the British resident there, whose 
arriral caused the guard to be turned out, 
and I witnessed the pomp with which be 
was received upon his entrance to the pa^ 
lace. Something now struck me that this 
visit was connected with my demand for the 
money ; and on the resident entering the 
room m which I was, and looking me very 
hard in the face, I was confirmed in. the 
truth of my conjecture. " Well," thcMi^t 
I, " my doom is fixed !" The Guicowar 
having called me to him, the caipet was 
turned back that f might not pollute it, 
and I approached him. ^^ Listen," said he ; 
*^ your master has taken a most unluokly 
time to make his demand upon me.". Think- 
ing his highness was going to plead his in- 
ability tp pay, or frame some excuse to 
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evade doing so, I plucked iip courage, and 
said, " and most unlucky it will be for ybu 
and your villages, if tfaie demand be nol 
complied vrith. You have read the letter, 
and must be aware of the consequences (^ 
non-compliance." -^ " Insolent scoundrel !" 
cried the Guicoirar ; " I will riot only not 
comply widi the audacious demand, but will 
make the bearer of it shorter by a head* 
Guards, seize that contumacious rebel — con<» 
fine him in the lowest dungeons of the 
palace, and await my further orders respect- 
ing him." I was instantly disarmed, and 
dragged down to the dungeons. A pretty 
busii^ss have I made of it, I reasoned to 
myself. All is now over ! They brought me 
;9Uch provisions as a Bbeel would not have 
refused, but which it would have polluted 
me to touch : auch Was the consequence of 
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my assuming a false character. The bearer 
of them appeared inclined to be commu- 
nicative, though in a sarcastic way. He 
cried, " thou great deputy of Sumboo, and 
ambassador of Mulharia, eat thy fill to-day,, 
to-morrow thou wilt die. What an idiot 
you were, to come and thrust your neck 
under the axe in the way you have done ! 
Did you not know that the Guicowar and 
the English are now become sworn friends,, 
and have entered into fresh treaties, in which 
they jointly engage to put down you rebel 
Bheels? The Guicowar now does not heed 
your threats — ^you can no more intimidate 
him. Oh, you ass ! if your master had not 
known this, his ambassador should have had 
wit enough to have discovered it in Baroda, 
•before he rushed into the very jaws of his 
^nemy." I now saw how needful it was to 
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have inquired into Jthe state of political 
ajBPairs before I rashly made my demaxid,^ 
" My friend," said I, " is it certain I am to 
die to-morrow?"— <* Aye," he replied, " and 
ten thousand more of your gang, if we could 
lay our hands upon them. I always thought 
the Bheels were cunning fellows, but you 
are no specimen of their superior sagacity } 
Ram, . Ram, thou Bheel ass !" On so con-^ 
eluding, he left me, as may be very easily 
guessed, in no unviable state of mind. There 
seemed no hope for me, either of m^rcy of 
escape. The next day came ; my gaoler ap- 
pared again, but did not open hi^ lips to 
me. Another and another passed aivay, in 
solitude and suspense. At length, I was 
summoned to appear in presence of the 
Guicowar and his ministers. The Englisl^ 
resident was present; and I pade up my 
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mindy should they sentence me to die» that' 
I would fall at his highneas's feet, and re^ 
late the whole affau* a3 it really stood. To 
my indescribable joy, however, die 6ui-» 
eowar began by saying he would spare my 
Hfe upon cme condition, namely, that I 
sliould accompany the soldiers to the haunt 
of the Bheek as a guide, by which means 
they might be surprised and taken. ^^ I 
know," said he, " that some of you thieves 
wUl oft^n prefer dying to discovering the 
haunts bf your associates ; bujt do you be 
wise, and you will presei^e- your life; be 
foolish, and you perish. The English re* 
rident repeating the prcmiise that my Hfe 
ghould be spared, I fell down ami related 
all that had befallen me : how I had been 
robbed by the Bheels; in what manner I 
had gained my money (taking on me the 
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name of Nanna), and the scheme I had 
planned to get reimbm'sed. I concluded my 
relation by stating, that I would with all my 
heart conduct the troops, as far as I could 
recollect the road, to the haunt of the rob- 
bers. All who were pi^esent were astonished 
and amused at my tale, and at the attempt 
to deceive both the Bheel and 6uicowar« 
The resident, hearing I was the man who 
caused. Trimbuckje to be apprdiended, ili"^ 
stantly became my friend. 

I was now sent back to my dui^eon, and 
ordered to hold myself in readiness to march 
with the troops in two days' time. I rejoiced 
in this dday, as I thought it would give my 
compfOiions time to be off from the cavern 
before the soldiers surrounded the entrance, 
otherwise I feared they would be put to the 
sword with the rest. I enjoyed a sound 
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18 PANDURANG HAR). 

sleep on the ensuing night, though the ha« 
rassing and pain of mind I had undergcHie 
did not lead me to expect it My gaoler 
came to me on my return to my prison, 
and said, " So you are no Bheel, after all? 
Well, I thought as much ; a Bheel would 
have been a little more circumspect in pre- 
senting such a letter to the Guicowar. You 
are a shrewd fellow though, for all that 
blunder; by Ishwar, you were very nigh 
pocketing the cash. A week earlier, and 
the Guicowar durst not have refused your 
demand. Come, as you are a Hindoo, you 
shall, if you like, cook your own food. 
Never counterfeit a Bheel again ; it is a 
most hazardous character — scarcely safe in 
the jungles, much less within the walls of a 
palace." I thanked him for his advice^ and 
promised to regard it as long as I lived : in. 
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which it may be taken for granted I was 
sincere as I bitterly repented my tete ex* 
ploit When the fellaw left toe, I b^an to 
fear that my ohance of meedng Nanna again 
was very little, unless he should hear a rif- 
nioiir of the events which had occurred at the 
palace ; in that case, I conjectured he would 
wait in Baroda my return with the soldiers, 
for I most anxiously looked forward to the day 
when I should again §ee my friend^ and tell 
him from what cause our plot miscarried. 

Two days had elapsed; and^ on the third, 
I was ordered by my mastiers %o get ready 

• 

for setting out I replied^ that I had no 
preparations to make, and that I was ready 
on the instant. I added, that I only wait^^ 
ed their pleasure, and that they would have 
no difficulty in finding me at my post, for 
l)eing found At which, I must confess my 
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obligation to them. At length I was led 
out, placed on a horse, and ordered to pio* 
ceed, and lead the way at tlie head of a 
fitrong detachment of horse and foot soiU 
diers, commanded by European officers 
These very civilly informed me on startingy 
that they had orders to shoot me through 
the head, if I failed in my promise to am-* 
duct them to the right place. I told them, I 
was certain I ciould take them witfauv a eoss 
of the spot, but I could not answer for my 
memory explaining to me every turning and 
winding of the jungle, - as if I bald been sA 
old inhabitant of the i(^ace, and that I 
trusted they would not expect me to do 
things that might be impossible. I swor^ 
I would do what I could to lead them to the 
direct spot, and assist them all in my power* 
They bade me lead on, and I set forward. 
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We were followed tkrou^ the dty by 
crowds of inquisitiye persons^ eaga: to gtt 
» sight of the dbam Bheelf as they deno* 
minated me. I^felt so much shame that I 
ooyered my head widi a doak, so that my 
€yes only coiidd be seen, and thus proceed* 
ed beyond the city wafis. Every house and 
windoinr was filled with female^ anxjcMis to 
get asi£ht4)f me. It was nearly at the limits 
^f the ciiy, and we were emerging from a 
narrow lane, in which a dwelling stood so^ 
Mtaiy and detadied, when, going towards 
the gate, I cast my. eyes to. the upper, 
windows crowded with females, all laughing 
at Ae Gffiralcade, and, (what language can 
dei^ribe m^ astonishment !) I beheld my 
dear Siigoonali, Who was one of tl^^ anxious 
and inquisitive spectators awaitii^ Ae ar- 
rival of the sham Bheel. I could itoaJrcely 
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keep my seat on horseback at the discovery* 
To see her, under such, circumstances, for 
the first time after our separation, . and to be 
unable to approach her and fold her to my 
hosom !— ^that she should see me thus a pri- 
soner, dependant only on the will of others, 
and doing only what they commanded me 
to do, cut me to the heart. My con- 
solation was, that she could not possibly 
recognize me, and my hope that, in a day 
or two, I might return again to. Baroda and 
behold her free. I was happy indeed^ when 
I rejected that I was forced to cpnoeal my 
person, and that she could not witness the 
degradation to be mine. I grew so. dejected 
in a little time that my escort began to think 
me an impostor. Why did I not pu^ on 
with spirit, they repeated to each other ; I 
must therefore dread the termination of the 
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journey. ^* Well may he be afraid," said one 
soldier, ^^ £ar the idea of a brace of bullets 
through his head cannot i)e a very cheering 
one." — " Oh, he will not be hurt," said 
another, ^^ if he lead us to the place and 
perform his promise."—*' True," replied 
the first speaker, ** but I will wager a rupee 

he is leading us " — "What?" said a 

third: ^* Why, where he does not know him-* 
self."-*-^" We shall see," cried another voice, 
f * if we are to be made fools of, and led 
through -these unhealthy jungles fc^r no* 
thing; if we are, I hope I shall beempjoy- 
ed to blow out his brains." These obser- 
vations, or similar ones, were constandy 
making, and I was forced both to hear and 
to bear them in - silence. I was in no very 
enviable situation, for I might easily go 



Si PANDURANG HAld.' 

wrong through the difficulty narrow, and 
pyclrgroWn paths which we hiad to pass 
al<|ng* This» as if to inflict still more tor« 
tare u]^n me» Was liappening just as I got 
i glinunisring of hope and happing once 
more^ by the discovery of Si^oonah. M7 
dioughts added to my pain; — the shadow 
thus cast over my dream of bliss, the mis- 
carriage, of my plan, no friend near me» 
and scarcely able! to congratulate myself on 
my escape firom tibe jungles and fevers, 
before I was again compdled to breathe 
their pestiferous atmosphere, with a brace of 
pistols dose to my head, ready to be dis- 
charged whenever the cilice of the holders 
Aould be inclined so to do. I had just 
eacapiid &om the hazards of the wild beasts, 
to fisdl into the hands of men, far more 
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savage ! Could I forbear from appearing 
dispirited ? 4. 

We continued our march, until, in due 
course, we reached the jungles ; in which, 
after we had proceeded for two days^ we 
arrived at the place where Nanna, Fuzl 
Khan, and myself had been captured by 
the Bheek. To the right of th^ spot lay the 
narrow path, by which we wer^ led 2 and I 
headed the soldiers in that direction. . The 
underwood thickened, and the path became 
every step more difficult I could not see 
an inch before me ; the vegetation rose fiir 
higher than our heads, and was veiy dense, 
and in some places united above us. I was 
stiU tolerably confident we were in the right 
way : yet I was not without my fears upon 
the subject, for we pjEissed several tumin|;8 
to. the r^ht and left. At length we came 
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to a gentle ascent> which I remembered I 

had gone over, not far from the cave. My 

spirits rose, though I feared what might be 

the fate of my old companions during the 

attack, should th)ey by any chance expose 

themselves; but I thought my own safety 

was now secured. ' I bade the soldiers be 

on the ale^rt ; ^d I had scfiEfcely so cau-- 

tioned theili» before lye were involved in the 

gloomy shadow ^ the rock in which the 

cave was situated. It toivered hj^ in the 

air above us» rou^ I||i4 craggy; at the^ 

base was an arch, wjbicli spanned the en* 

trance to tbes^rangrhpld of the Bbsels. r A, 

party" of .the ^Jidiers, 4Up?ipunted, , and drew 

up in a cr^^c^t.var^upd'^e entni;nce^, while 

another forced its way in* The ttlarm- was 

speedily spread to the inmost recesses of 

the hold. : The Bheels te^isted valiainly,; 
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mid the work of death b^gan. I^ulharia 
witk his powerful arm mad^- wpnderft^ ef^ 
forts to cut his' way tbroii^h the party that 
first entered — and .suceeededuy but he was 
shot outside the cave*. . The ;Whole. band 
were speedily overpQwered and slain^ ex- 
cept two, who were badly wounded ; one of 
whom informed me that ih^e :wer^ two 
prisoners^ in tbe vaults below, I there 
found Njanna and Fussl Khan* It ap- 
peared that the Bridsh residenj^ su^cting 
the bearer of Mulharia's fdrc^ draft, re- 
fused to pay the money ; and the latter, en^ 
raged, had subjected them to a severe im* 
prisonment, and threatened thdr liyes* 
Naima inqifired how. he saw . ine l^erQ 
with scddieri;; but I told Mm' it: was no 
moment for* Explanation then, and bade. him 
follow me tio the dayUghtk I \SA my two 
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friends forth to the officers commandmg the 
detachment, introducing them as my com- 
panions in misfortune, and b^ging they 
might be allowed to accompany us back to 
Baroda. My request was immediately ac- 
ceded to; dud all being anxious to quit the 
jungles, we set 'out for Guzerat on our 
return. The officers commanding told me 
I was at liberty to go wherever I pleased, 
they having no orders to take me back with 
them, in the event of my performing my 
promise. I begged, however, to be al- 
lowed to proceed with them, to which. they 
agreed. 

Nanna, Fuzl Khan, and myself brought 
up the rear of the party ; and the soldiers 
being a little in advance, Fuzl Khan said, 
" Nanna, after you went, told me of your 
scheme. How havie you succeeded ? Have 
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you secured the money of the Guicowar?' 

— " Let us hear all about it,'* said Nanna; 

*^ how came you here with soldiers ?' I 

speedily satisfied their curiosity, and related 

the danger I had encountered. ^^ If," said 

Fuzl Khan, <^ you had deigned to consult 

me on the subject, I could have told you 

how the affiur would terminate* These 

Gruzerat rajahs never come down with cash ; 

nothing but mortars and nine-pounders can 

extract it from them. Mulharia of course 

tried all he could to frighten the Guicowar 

out of his money; but he knew there was 

little or no chance of succeeding: and for 

you two fellows, who pretend to be so sharp 

and cunning, to be entrapped by a Bhe^Fs 

paltry scrawl — I am surprised at you ! 

Consult me the next time, I pray you. I 

am not such a fool as to have acted as you 
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did, and can see as far forward as any one* 
But you are a hold feUow, I must allow, to 
enter a palkce, and act the part of a Bheel 
there i I wonder yoUr head was not struck 
off on the spot!" There Was much good 
sens6 in Fuzl Khdn's remark; and both 
Nanna and' myself found,, on reflection, 
that his observations were unanswerable. 

We at length reached Baroda in safety, 
and put up at a comfortable durhm sallah. I 
now informed iNanna that I had seen Sa- 
goonah looking from a window in the part 
of the town winch I have before-mentioned. 
He advised me to lose no time, but to re- 
pair thither at once, and make inquiries, 
offering to accompany me. I accepted his 
offer, and we proceeded together to Recon- 
noitre the house. I cannot describe the 
transport I felt when we set out; and I 
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hoped to clasp my' beloved girl once more 
to my heart. What wa§ my disappomt* 
ment on> findmg that Sagoonah and her 
aunt had set out four days before, imd 
taken the road to Surat! that they liyed 
with a rich old grauiKlealer, who provided 
for them-r-Sagoonah's aunt acting as his 
housekeeper* Having nothing more ta d^ 
tain us in Baroda I determined to follow 
their steps. Fuzl Khan was charmed at 
the idea of once more seeing Broach, which 
lay in our route; for, in returning from 
the jungles, the soldiers took a nearer way 
back to Baroda than by passing through 
Surat and Broach — so Fuzl Khan had 
missed seeing his native city. Before we 
set off, Nanna wished to obtain some money 
foy drawing a bill on the British resident ; 
but npt one of the sahoukars or bankers 
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would cash it unless he found security 
for its payment, or until a reply could 
be got from Kandeish. This he could not 
do; and thus every chance of getting mo- 
ney at Baroda vanished. It was possible I 
might overtake Sagoonah at Broach ; and 
therefore I went to the house where I had 
seen her, and inquired the name of the 
graiii-dealer with whom she was travelling. 
They told me he was called Hurrychund 
Doolabdass, a very infirm old man, whose love 
of money was so great, he would not leave off 
trade while he had an eye left, or leg remain- 
ing to stand upon. In consequence of his 
age he . travelled very slowly ; and there was 
every reason to think I should overtake him 
at Bro'ach. If we were fortunate enough 
to do this (which Nanna agreed to try by 
forced marches), there could be no doubt 
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the old merchant would advance the cash 
upon the draft of Nanna on the resident, 
as Sagoonah would, no doubt, answer for 
our characters. We accordingly set out, 
without a single rupee in- our pockets. 
Fuzl Khan: was the first to complain of 
hunger, and declared he could not walk 
another coss* without something to . eat. 
Just at this moment we met some.bul* 
lock-drivers) and begged a little rice or 
grain of them, whidi they kindly gave us 
^n explaining, our necessities; and thus we 
contrived to reach the end of our first day's 
march, very much fati^ed. . 

* About two miles. 
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CHAP. II. 

1 
' * 

. We arrived. at Broach without.any inci- 
dent of note occurring to us, and altered 
safely into thaJ^ sink of filth and abominan 
tion. : I made inquiry at :the grain-dealer's 
bazkar £ar Hurrydbundy the merchant ; anc^ 
to my great joy^ heard be vma thensojoumr 
ingiktthe house of one of the principal grains 
dealers* I lost not a moment in going, thi* 
ther; and, at last, folded JSagoonah in .my 
arms. Her joy at seeing me> was excessive : 
she thought I had forgotten her, or deserted 
her for some other girl. " At one time I 
would doubt your constancy," she said; 
^< and then I thought you might be a pri- 
soner, or, perhaps, no more* Tell me aU — 
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tell me where you have been, and why so 
long separated from us?* I observed to 
her that my sufferings had been great; but 
that I had abated nothmg in my affection 
for h&Ty and had vowed to find her out> if 
I searched the world over for her: that 
now I had succeeded^ and we would part 
no more. Her aunt was also oveijoyed at 
$edngme, and immediately cooked a very 
comfortable repast for m&— a luxury I had 
not enjoyed for many, a day. before. I 
begged le^ve to introduce. Nanna, and went 
and fetched him. I i:>und him in the house, 
endeavouring to n^gociat^ his draft with 
old Hurrydbund : who refused to make him 
an advance, until assured by Sagoonah that 
we were not swindlers, and that he might 
rely upon my word. Nanna gave a bill 
upon the Britidi residl^nt at Kandeish ; but 
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took only one hundred rupees. Nanna 
canie to dine with us; and, on introducing 
him, I pointed him out as being one to 
whom we were indebted for the removial 
of one of our foes, Trimbuckje Danglia. 
" Thank Heaven !'* said the lovely girl ; " he 
is no longer to be dreaded ; he has, indeed, 
been an inveterate enemy !" 

We had finished our conversation, and 
were just going to dine, when a sudden 
dizziness of head came over me, and itiy 
brain seemed to whirl round. Fever suc- 
ceeded ; and I found l3^e pestiferous air of 
the jungles had begun to act upon my 
constitution. My late march on foot, 
joined to my anxiety of mind, had, no 
doubt, contributed to increase its virulence: 
Instead of .enjojring the company of Sa- 
goonah, I was doomed to toss on a bed of 
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fever, and to writhe in delirium. Day after 
day the fever continued to visit me : some-' 
times the cold fit would make my jaws 
chatter, and^seem to freeze my blood; then 
a burning heat would parch up my mouth; 
and bring with it temporary madness. How 
long I continued in this state I cannot tell; 
but I found myself one morning in a violent 
perspiration, and felt better. The first 
person I knew was Sagoonah, watching rne 
like a Peri— anxiety in her countenance, 
and her tenderness standing in her eyes. 
The sight almost repaid me for my sufSsr* 
ings; and I was about to speak, when she 
anticipated me, by desiring me not to make 
an effort too great for my strength ; aniJ, 
pressing my emaciated hand, bid me be 
composed. At the foot of my b^d was an 
Englishman, who, I learned, was my doc- 
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tor, and that bis skill had brought me back 
' from the brink of the grave. As soon as I 
was well able to converse I inquired, for 
Naona^ ^ad found that he was also slowly 
recovering from the fever. Of Fuzl Khan 
nothing was known> though it appeared he 
had escaped it; as a Mahomedaa had^ I 
found, called daily, to make inquiries aft^ 
me; I requested, the tiext time he called I 
might see hin(i# The doctor soon pro- 
nounced me. out of danger^ and I thanked 
him most gratefully for the care he had 
bestowed upon me. He adced if. I could 
account for the attack — if I knew any 
cause ? I thereupon gave him the history 
of my visit to the jungles, and my return ; 
and advised him, should duty or inclination 
lead him to visit the Deccan, by all means 
to avoid the jungles ofKandeish. He a^v 
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sured me he should do so most scrupu- 
lously ; for he had never, or rsrely, wit- 
nessed a species of fever more violent than 
that from which I was recovering. He 
told me that Nanna's restoration was certain, 
but slow, he not having had attemions 
bestx)wed upon him similar to those on me 
by Sagdo^ah; nor had he taken his medi- 
cine regularly, or he would have been fur- 
ther advanced in a state of convalescence 
than he then was. From this I learned the 
additional value of female tindness. Again 
and again I thimked and blessed die girl to 
whom I owed so much, and whose unre* 
mitthxg attention had rescued me from the 
grave* 

I now gained fresh strength daily, and 
had a great desire to hear from Sagoonah 
her history while we were separated from 
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each Other; I therefore besought her to 
give me a minute detail of her sufferings 
and adventures, promising to relaJtd mine in 
return. 

. She thus commenced. — " After your der 
parture we resided in the village, and nothing 
hiterrupted our peace for a considerable 
time^ At last a religious old woman called 
on my aunt^one day, and endeavoured 
to persuade us to visit the temple to per- 
form our doyotions. My aunt consented to 
go on the following day. The woman said^ 
that there was the same night to be a grand 
ceremony, when every one should attend, 
and advised us to be there at an hour she 
named. We agreed to this, and she left us, 
evidently much pleased at getting our con* 
sent. After she was gone I ventured to hint 
my suspicion to my aunt that all was not 
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right, and that I distrusted this old hag. I 
called to her recollection the warnings you 
gave us against admitting religious mendi- 
cants into the house, and declared my de- 
termination not to go to the temple, either 
by day or night. My aunt now began to 
open Tier eyes, arid suspect all was not cor- 
rect — upon calling to mind several things in 
the woman's conduct which had not struck 
her "at the time, particularly a suspicious 
anxiety on the subject. In consequence we 
did not attend (he ceremony/ but staid at 
hbnie. On the following day the old woman 
called again ; but we' had previously given 
orders that she should not be admitted, and 
she went away highly incensed". A gossein 
next tried to gain admittance, but without 
success, as we were of course on our giiai'd 
as^ainst the whole tribe. We now never 
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ventured to stir from home^ and admitted 
no strangers : all our precautions^ however, 
were useless; for violence effected what 
fraud had been unable to perform. Our 
house was one night surrounded by armed 
inen, and we were dragged from our beds, 
and borne off on horseback at a rapid rate. 
The persons who committed this outrage 
were in the employ of Trimbuckje, and we 
had no power to do any thing but submit 
to our lot In due time we reached Asseer- 
ghur, into the citadel of which we were 
conducted, and locked up for the night in 
a narrow cell. In the monring we were 
taken before the killehdar, who was smoking 
his hookah. He a^ed me if I was not a 
fool to refuse the brilliant offers of Trim* 
buclje Danglia. I told him, that as I had 
refused the still more brilliant offers of the 
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Pee^hwa, it w^s not probable I should ac- 
cept thos^ of bis slave. The killehdar thea 
said, f Insolent girl ! you shall repent this 
oojitumacious conduct. Remember, in a 
week's time I shall again call upon you for 
an answer; and if you still retnain an enemy 
Id yout" owii happinesi^ we inust try other 
piean^ to force a compliance.' We were 
tLow (£j5mi^sed, and again locked up in the 
teUj and fed upon the coarsest grain. Our 
gunrds wer&suUen, or I should have asked 
vhy we wei*^ not at onde conveyed to Trim- 
buCkJe Danglia, and what necessity there 
was for' detaining us longer in Aisseerghur. 
In the course of the week a compassionate 
womWf the wife of the jiimmahdar deputy, 
visited us, and we learned from her that 
Trimbuckje was involved at that time in 
liiuch difficulty, and could not at the mo- 
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ment receive us. In fact, we found that he 
was actually a prisoner, though he hoped 
soon to he set free, when He would no doubt 
turn his thoughts towards me. We lin- 
gered in our cell week after week, almost 
starved, and clothed with miserable blan- 
kets ; at length we found that Trimbuckje 
had escaped, and would soon appear in the 
Deccan again. We now thought that if 
there was a possibility of eso^e we should 
try it now ; for should Trimbuckje arrive in 
the fort, we should be irretrievably ruined. 
The only thing was, how we could effect 
such a thing, confined and watched as we 
were. We could come to no determination, 
until the female who had before taken com- 
passion on us, came again, ^id gave us - 
provisions and sundry articles of comfort.- 
We lamented our hard fate to her, and she 
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pitied our suiFerings — this led us to indulge 
the hope, that through her means we might 
contrive some mode of escape. Our inti- 
macy increased daily, and we at length 
ventured to hint our wish that she would 
asisist us in obtaining our enlargement 
She lent a favourable ear to our applications, 
but declared her inability to be of service. 
3Ve ackiiowledged our obligations to. her 
for her repeated kindness ; and, as a token 
of remembrance, I presented her with some 
of my hair, braided with silver wire, which 
she said she should carefully preserve for 
my sake.*' Here I interrupted Sagoonah, 
by telling her I had seen the trinket, which 
was very dear to me, and I wore it next my 

heart until the Bheels robbed me of it I 

• . ...» 

now explained how it came into my posses- 
sion, relating my adventure with the very 
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woman to whom she was under sudi obla- 
tions, and my having preserved her fitMtt 
bemg plundered; which she was oveijoyed 
to hear. Sagoonah then resumed her story: 
*« One day the wife of the jummahdar's 
deputy communicated to us a plan by 
which we effected our escape. My heart 
beat with joy at the idea of getting beyoftd 
the walls of the fortress, and I fell «t the 
feet of our deliverer, kissing them with rap- 
ture. She raised me up, and bid us be 
cautious, stating that she had obtained per* 
mission for. us to visit her at her house 
that day, and in the evenihg she intended 
going down the hill to pay h^r devotions to 
her god, wheh she was always attended by 
two of her retinue, whose clothes she pro* 
poised we should wear' ahd thus pass the 
gates without suspicion. Her owns^rvants 
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were to take our characters, and be con- 
ducted to the prison in our stead. As soon 
as the affair was discovered, and the Ser- 
vants were found not to be what they repre- 
sented, they would be discharged; if the 
mistress was svispected, her husdband would 
only be fined, and she herself ccmie off with 
a scolding. This plan was duly carried 
into effect. We paid our visit to the ladyi 
who took us through the gates in safety. 
How my heart beat when I found myself 
outside the fort! We took a hasty and 
grateful ferewell of our kind frieiid, thank- 
ing her with tears of joy. She adirised us 
to fly from ikht part of the couiitry with all 
expedition. We followed her Itdvice and 
made for the jungle^ near which at a late 
hour of the nightwe tame to arglen, wliere 
was the habitation of an old goaAerd. We 
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knocked at his door for admittance; but 
when he found we had escaped ftota the 
fort, he was very anxious for our departure, 
fearing he might suffer if it were known he 
had aifi^rded us shelter. Very early the 
next morning, before he arose, we again set 
off and struck into a road on the left, 
among ragged pathways and jvaterfiJls. 
Whether we were travellingon the right road 
we could not tell ; but trusting to fortune,, 
and being sensible that every step took us 
farther from the place of our captivity, we 
kept on until we came to a river, so shallow 
as to allow us to ford it Here my aunt 
became so much fetigued she could proceed 
no further ; we therefore sat down under a 
tree, . and eat some dried grain which the 
goatherd had given us, and drank water 
from the river. When somewhat refreshed 



PANDURANG HARl. 49 

we renewed our journey until evening 
gathered in around us. We fortunately 
met some bullock-drivers, and my aunt 
asked the men if we were on die right road 
to Guzerat, and how far we were from 
Nasik. To our great disappointment, we 
learned that Nasik was three days* journey 
from the spot we then stood, and that 
there was only one village on the way. I 
called out in despair to my aunt, ' Arry 
M ousee, what shall we do H* — * By Ish war, 
said one of the drivers, * I have heard that 
voice before;' and coming up tome, rudely 
uncovered my face, saying, ^ Ah ! my little 
traveller, what is it you again? where is 
your protector now?* You may conjecture 
what my fears were at the moment, when I 
state that this fellow was the impertinent 
bullock-driver who accompanied us from 
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Poona to Seroor and pretended you were 
gone forward, * I have got you now,' 
continued the scoundrel, ^ and shall take 
the liberty of carrying you with me as far 
as Asseerghur. 'Tis strange if I don't 
turn a penny of you some way or^another.' 
On hearing Asseerghur named, my aunt 
screamed ; upon which the driver said, * I 
see how it is — ^you have escaped from thence. 
This is fortunate for me ; I shall be sure 
of a reward for bringing you back again. 
So come, mount my bullock, my pretty girl, 
and make up your mind to return whence 
you came/ So severe k disappointment 
quite overcame me, and I fell senseless to 
the earth. .At this moment a man on horse- 
back came up, desiring to know the cause of 
the delay. He was a grain-dealer, accom- 
pan}dng the laden beasts. I begged him to 



PANDURANG HAR). 51 

interfere and release us, saying, wc were 
unfortunate women seized by the driver; 
upon which the latter declared I was his 
wife, whom he had lost for a long time^ and 
that now having found me, he determined- 
upon never quitting me again.' I declared 
it was all false, fuid fell at the merchant's 
feet, as did my aunt, telling him the fellow 
wanted to get a reward for bringing us 
again into a captivity from whence we had 
escaped, and that we preferred death to 
returning to the fort The merchant, fear»- 
ing we should delay his cattle, ^d he lose 
his market, order^ the ieUow to let us 
go immediately and to proceed. The 
driver, though Very sullen^ Svas forced to 
obey, grumbling to ns that he would be 
even with us yet— -some one should soon be 
after us. We thanked our deliverer,- who 
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recommended us to call on Hurrychund 
DoolabdasS) in that place, who was about to 
proceed to Surat, and he probably would 
allow us to follow in his suite. He also 
•directed us on the way to Nasik, We 
begged his name by means of which perhaps 
Hurrychund might sooner notice us. He 
told us he was called Toolseram, and so bid 
us farewell. 

Being now free of the impertinent driver, 
we once more indulged hopes of a safe 
arrival at Guzerat, and made use of every 
effort to gain the first halting-place, which 
was a miserable durhm sallah, without a 
village near it, or any kind of comfort what- 
ever. I need not tire you with a detail of 
our sufferings on our journey, but merely 
state that afler encountering the most severe 
hardships, we reached Nasik. Our first 
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care was to 'find out Hurrychund, in which 
we succeeded. We communicated to him 
the circumstances by which we became 
known to Toolseram the grain-dealer. He 
congratulated us upon our escape, and 
offered us lodgings for the night, stating 
that in a day or two he should proceed to- 
wards Guzerat, and if we pleased we might 
accompany him. We cooked our rice, and 
my aunt out of compliment sent the old 
merchant some sheeree pooree (a dish in the 
making of which she excelled). Hurry- 
chund was so pleased, that he declared no 
one else should cook for him in future but 
my aunt, and she has ever since super- 
intended his household affairs, and cooked 
his victuals herself. We reached Baroda in 
safety, travelling by easy stages, not through 
the jungles, but by a more circuitous route. 
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At Baroda we liyed in a narrow lane '^ 

H^re I inljerrupted her by saying I knew 
that, for there I saw her. " Saw me !" 
sa^id Sagoonah, ^^ and would not come to 
die ! oh, Pandurang !" I said I would have 
given worlds^ to have flown to her arms; 
but when she heard the circumstances 
under which I was situated, she would ac- 
quit me of neglect I inquired if she did 
not remember the sham Bheel, and in- 
formed her that I was the person — the very 

« 

sham Bheel whom she laughed at from the 
window. Sagoonah hereupon made me re- 
late fdl the circumstaiices that had taken 
place since we met before, which I now 
{oxxixd myaelf strong enough to do. 

Sagoonah was much struck with the his- 
tory of Mahadeo, the first Pindaree, and 
made me relate it over again to her aunt. 
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The latter declared her firm belief that 
Gabbage had murdered his nephew, to 
whom ; Sagoonah had been betrothed. 
'' Aye^" cried I, " and his brother also, the 
poor bo/s father." She said di^ very much 
doubted that, for she had heard from good 
authority lliat he had escaped llie vengeance 
of Gunput Rao. I then continued my his- 
tory, and made them laugh heartily at the 
tale of Fuzl Khan. When I stated that 
the plan of old Gabbage was to force Sa- 
goonah to marry his son Mahadeo, the 
women were both astonished at the old 
scoundrel's knavery and art. Sagoonah de- 
clared she would die soo^i^r than be weeded 
to the son of such^ a fiend, though he were 
to be. crowned king of the world. They 
now more valued the state of security in 
which they found themselves, and congra- 
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tulated one another on their lucky escape 
from Asseerghur, The women were also 
rejoiced to find that their rich relation was 
at present in existence at Satarah, though 
the belief of his having entered deeply into 
the views of the pretender to die musnud, 
Gunput Rao, greatly embittered the plea- 
sure they would otherwise have felt, as it was 
impossible, under such circumstances, that 
they could ever 'approach him. We talked 
over the mysterious appearance of the olct 
goatherd of the glen, and from the words 
which I had overheard Gabbage use, it 
struck us as very probable he might be that 
villain's brother, and the rightful successor 
to the musnud of Satarah. This surmise 
gathered strength from the concern he dis- 
played, when I informed him that Gabbage 
still lived, and from this information it was 
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that he gathered he was not in security 
where he then resided. The rest of my 
adventures amused the women much; but 
they censured me severely for acting the 
part of the Bheel, at Baroda, and were 
astonished how I could present the letter 
without first seeing my way clear as to the 
state of matters at court The certainty 
that the bullock-driver would give informa- 
tion to Gabbage respecting the women 
greatly annoyed us. He would be sure to 
find the gossein at Asseerghur, and Kokoo 
we were certain would be after us, whether 
the driver gave information or not. 

Our conversation was concluded by our 
receiving a message firom Nanha, whom I 
was able to inform that I was much better, 
and hoped soon to see. The fever had not 
yet left him altogether, and he was still very 
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low^ Fuzl Khan (otso called io kai^ ]ia^ 
I. wafrt axid wJbifen Sagoonak saw him ^e 
cottl4 itotihelp^ smiling! at the recollection of 
hik ^tisordirifcri; adyeotures.- I had bow 
been nearly tnw^enty days on the Jbed of sick- 
ms^ and Nann^ very neal^ly as many, 
Fiizl Khan had no money, nor any. means 
of subsistence, fie succeeded pretty well 
at first among his old. Mahomedan ac* 
qnaintenoe* ;Hi&>&{h£r had gone to Sural, 
and had saet . up a grinding^shop ther^» 
Namia i advajaoed; him :'a &w rupees, . as he 
ivas xisefi4 ' toe its on many occasioiis. One 
particular duly we assigned him, which was 
to wi|tfch all jstrangers, and. see if he could 
discerh' Kokoo or Gabboge in the town. 
W^ accurately described their persons to 
him, and he promised to use his utmost 
yigilanoe. I also made him promise he 
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would not engage either in pubhe^ or eki 
beki» biit keep quiet until we conld get him 
some situation. At length I found niyself 
perfectly recovered, and thought it was 
become time to seek oiit the means of ob* 
twung a livelihood. Sagocmah spoke to 
Hurrychund for me, who in a little time 
l^iocttred n^ the situation of a writer under 
ti^'Nazir of the udalut or court of justice 
at Broach* • 

The Nazir is a perpetual dierifF, and 
executes writs and summonses to all the par- 
ties required to attend in civil and criminal 
cases. Nanna contrived, by paying enc»v 
mous.fees, to get employed in the poBce de- 
partment, so that thus, doubly armed with 
authority, we conceived ourselves a fidr 
matoh for Kpkoo, should he venture to 
appear at Broach with any hostile intien- 
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tions* Fuzl Khan was made a peon in 
the udaluty and thus we were all pro- 
vided for* 

The system adopted by the English go- 
vernment for the administration of justice, 
however admirable in theory, is in maiiy 
respects liable to perversion by those who 
caarry it into effect. The artful agents of 
the court-house were perpetually on the 
look-out, to take advantage of every new 
regulation or decision of the judge. My 
duty was to make out the summonses, and 
copy papers of importance. Nanna was 
also fully employed, and for three months 
we enjoyed uninterrupted peace. News 
reached us from the Deccan that Badjeraa 
had surrendered to the English, who were 
now its sole masters. Broach, and all the 
stations in Guzerat, continued in their usual 
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quiet state. The deposed king of Satarah 
was once more placed upon his musnud by 
the all-conquering English : but his health 
was in such a precarious state, it was sup- 
posed he could not enjoy his newly re- 
covered power for any length of time. I 
heard also that a person named Gunput 
Rao, attended by his son, had openly de- 
clared himself successor to the throne, and 
that on the demise of the present rajah, 
there was no doubt but the English would 
acknowledge his claims, no one appearing 
to dispute them. This intelligence was of 
great consequence to Sagoonah, who now 
more than ever wished to keep out of her 
uncle's reach. 

We still remained in peace at Broach, 
and I will now take the opportunity of 
letting the reader know the nature of the 
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duties which my new situation required, 
and give a brief account of the manner in 
which the English organized our court. 
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CHAP. IIL 



Thb court of Broach consisted of the 
jttjdge>. a registrar, and an assistant r^istrar — 
all Ejiglishmen, acqviainted with the native 
languages. Xhe first of course, frpm a 
kuiger residence in the country, was the 
most e:tperienced man of the three, and was 
accordingly at the head of the department 
Before the judge suits involving anyampunt 
were tried; before the registrar only those 
which did not exceed five hundred rupees. 
Independently: of the decision of civil suits, 
ihe registrar's business was to r(^ist0r all 
bonds and deeds of importance, receiving a 
fee of two rupees for evej*y bond so regis- 
tered. The assistant registrar was generally 
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a young man lately arrived in the country, 
to whom the management of a few easy 
suits, of small amount, was intrusted, upon 
each of which a regulated fee was paid. 
The registrar also received established fees, 
in proportion to the amount of suits decided 
by him ; but the judge received a regular 
income, and had no fees of any description. 
The judge also decided criminal as well as 
civil causes, and was consequently em- 
ployed every day in the year. Some of my 
countrymen, who knew nothing of the true 
state of things, imagined these officers had 
nothing to do but amuse themselves and 
make mcmey — they were greatly in error; 
the duties were most laborious, and the 
pay scarcely adequate to the labour per- 
formed. Two days every week suits were 
filed, numbered, and distributed to the per- 
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sons authorised to decide upon them. In 
a city like Broach or Surat, the file was 
never clear, although the judges worked hard 
every day. New cases constantly poured in, 
much faster than the old could be got rid 
of, and^ without the greatest attention and 
regularity, the file would accumulate so 
great a number of causes for hearing, that 
no judge could get through it. A reader 
and writer belonged to this court. The first 
read the plaintifTs petition. The judge 
then called for the defendant's reply : which 
being read, was entered, as well as the peti- 
tion, in the record book, by the attendant's 
writer, whose business it was to number and 
enter every document read before the judge. 
After the answer of the defendant was read, 
a second statement was heard from the 
plaiutifP, and then a rejoinder from the 
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defendant; but no other documents were 
admitted. The plaintiff was then called 
upon to prove his assertions, which he did 
by parole or documentary testimony^ and 
after him the defendant was called on to 
disprove them. The judge then gave 
judgment. 

Supposing the parties involved in a suit 
are not confident in their own skill and 
management of their affairs on the trial, the 
government vakeels or pleaders, natives of 
the country, were ready to plead for them, 
and conduct their cases through. Every 
thing was done with the greatest order and 
regularity : no confusion, no squabbling, or 
pulling off turbans, or coarse abuse was 
allowed. All had equal access to the judge 
in his regular and appointed turn. O my 
poor countrymen of the Deccan, I used to 
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think, how diflG^entJy these matters were 
managed with you ! No feeing or bribery 
was allowed at Broach, no gratuities to 
greedy arbitrators and potails, &c. But, 
with all its excelleneies and advantages, the 
good intentions of the government were too 
ofieaperverted, even there, and unsuspicious 
judges imposed upon. Still such cases were 
rare, and if detected, were severely punished. 
Tlie mode thus adopted at Broach, and the 
wish to render iM;rict justice to all, were so 
mudb approved by the people, that they 
contrived to keep the files of the respective 
courts crammed full. There were not per- 
sons wanting who urged this as an argument 
against the very way in which the English 
administered justice, urging that it pro- 
moted litigation, and advising that the 
people should keep to the old rules of their 
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fathers. Such a class of fatuitous reasoners 
is never watititig in any country, to flings 
dirt upon improvements, and extol custom 
beyond common sense. The old system of 
arbitration, which I may hereafter touch 
upon, being the institution of past times, 
was that which those who did not take the 
trouble to examine into the reason of things, 
extolled to the skies. The singular cir- 
cumstances of my life, tbrew me into many 
situations wherein I had opportunities of 
making my observations on both .systems. 
But I must first mention here, that the in- 
habitants and subjects of the government at 
Broach, and the neighbouring places, were 
in general very well satisfied with the dis- 
pensation of justice made for them ; trade 
flourished, and each individual felt secure 
in his property. That the establishment of 
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the udalut, or court of justice, was the rea- 
son that causes were increased, is very in- 
correct. Justice had not before been attain- 
able, and the people w^ere obliged to endure 
wrong, for which they had no redress. 
When they found that injustice could no 
longer exist with impunity, they poured 
their grievances into the court. It might 
therefore as well be asserted that the erec- 
tion of an hospital was the cause of an in- 
crease of sickness, as that giving the people 
an opportunity of gaining justice, was the 
cause of the increase of applications to the 
courts. From the judge at Broach, an 
appeal lay to the superior court of Surat, 
called the court of appeal, and from thence 
to the sudr udalut at Bombay : what more 
could be wished or desired? The criminal 
code of regulations was equally good. The 
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judge, though he had the power of commit- 
ing a felon, did not try him. A circuit 
court was established, and one of its mem- 
bers went round to the different stations 
and held a gaol delivery : so that the com- 
mittal by the resident judge, was frequently 
no more than for safe custody till trial, when 
the prisoner was set at liberty. 

Through the interest of Hurrychund, I 
at length obtained the situation of pleader 
in the court of udalut, in the registrar's 
department, and was npw quite a man of 
consequence. Nanna continued attached 
to the police, and Fuzl Khan was still a 
peon, and carried a sword. Old Hurry* 
chund had a nephew, who was lately mar- 
ried at Surat. The new-married couple 
arrived at Broach to visit him^ and I was 
invited to dine with them on the first day 
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of their arrival. The bride was accom- 
panied by her mother ; the former named 
Beema Bhae, and the latter Anundee Bhae. 
Beema was in height and figure very like 
Sagoonah. Nanna was invited at the same 
time, and we had a very pleasant party. 
Before we separated, Hurrychund proposed 
giving a dinner to the caste of Mcurwarrys, 
of which he was a member, ffis nephew 
having no objection, invitations were sent 
out the following day, and the dinner was 
fixed to take place in four days' time* 
All the caste, save one individual named 
Premje, were invited. TTus person was 
considered an outcast, for some cause which 
I never heard explaihed. The dinnier was 
accordingly given, and about one hundred 
and twenty Marwarrys partook of it. In 
the middle of the dinner, a man entered 



72 PANDURANG HARi. 

the room among the guests, and demanded 
why he was excluded, saying, he was a 
Marwarry, and would come also. All was 
immediately bustle and confusion, and the 
party demanded that he should be excluded 
pr turned out. Poor Premje seemed in a 
dreadful passion, but it availed him little ; 
he was turned away by the company unani- 
mously. Temporary booths are erected be- 
fore the doors of persons giving entertain- 
ments at Broach; and, indeed, in many 
other parts of Hindustan, and the street is 
for the time blocked up. Premje, though 
ejected from the booth, would not go away, 
but stood on the outside, grumbling, and 
asserting his right to be invited to the 
dinner. At length some of the guests 
were favourably inclined towards him, and 
said, that Hurrychund had treated him 
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harshly : that ^ince the ; alleged charges 
(fqr >yh.ich he was now excluded) had 
been m^de. against hini, he had been seen 
at dinner with Gopaldas§, the banker ; and 
that was precedent enough for giving him an 
invitation on the present occasion. Being 
myself seated pear the entrance of the 
booth, I h^rd Preipje declare he would 
bring ^n action againt Hi^rrychund, for 
fixing sych ^ stigma upon his character; 
and with this threat he departed. The 
jent^rtainment being pver, I acquainted 
Hurrychund with Premje's threat; who 
laughed, and said, *^ Weil, Pandoo, if he 
does bring his action, recollect I retain you 
for my counsel, and hope you will get him 
worsted," I thanked him for his good in- 
tention^ tQwards me, and told him, if PrenqJ^ 
did put his threat into execution, I would 
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do my best in his behalf. The following 
day was the first filing-day in the court; 
and, true to his threat, Premje thrust in 
his petition, or rather declaration against 
Hurrychund: which was admitted, and num- 
bered in the usual way; and a day was 
appointed for hearing the cause. Pren^je's 
vakeel was a clever fellow, named Atchoo 
Bhae, who, as soon as he knew his oppo- 
nent was to be Pandurang, the Mahratta 
pleader, snapped his fingers exultingly, and 
declared he would beat me so hollow, thai, 
I should be ashamed ever again to shew my 
face in court. In the evening I visited 
Hurrychund, my dient, and informed him 
that Premje had actually commenced pro- 
ceedings against him, and begged him to 
furnish me with materials forhis defence. 
The first question he asked me was, the 



PANDURANG hXrI. 7^ 

lunount of damages laid ; and I informed 
him that the sum was five hundred rupees^ 
and that the cause would be tried before 
the r^strar. " Ti'is a large sum," said 
Hurrychund, " and you must speak loud^ 
Pandoo, and do your best." I promised 
him I would exert nlyself to the utmost ; 
and was beginning to take down the head^ 
for defence, when one of the Nazir's peons 
entered, bearing a summons to Hurrychund, 
who was obliged to accompany him, to put 
in security for his appearance at the day of 
trial. This having been accomplished, the 
old merchant returned, and duly instructed 
me how I was to proceed, and conduct the 
defence. My attention from the civil side 
of the court was drawn away, just as I 
had left Hurrychund, to the criminal de- 
partment. As I quitted the door I met a 
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mob approaching, and heard a voice calling- 
out (which I knew tx) be Fuzl Khan's) beg- 
ging me to save him and his friends from 
ruin. On inquiry, I discovered that he and 
two of his Mahomedan acquaintance had 
committed a theft, and were ail appre- ' 
hended, and expected to find bail in Hun*}'- 
chund's house; in which they were disap- 
pointed, as I refrised to interfere with the 
old man in their behalf— they were, I knew, 
such determined reprobates. Fuzl and his 
companions were consequently led away to 
prison. These true believers had for some 
time carried on a system of gaming, and 
were at last reduced to the extremity of 
committing a theft to raise ftinds for the 
support of themselves and their malprac- 
ticesi The words of Fuzl Khan's mother, 
that eki beki would be his ruin, were thus 
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verified, I immediately repaired to Nanna, 
and informed hint of both these afiairs* 
That of Premje he considered of most im^ 
portance; as to the second^ he contented 
himself with the observation, that Fuzl 
Khan ought to have been hanged long ago I 
I replied, as to that, it was not for us tp 
pass judgment upon him, as we were far 
from being immaculate ourselves. Nanna 
did not much relish this remark, though he 
could not deny its justice ; and he therefore 
turned off the conversation, and began to 
inquire particulars concerning the action 
with Premje. As I was pleader on the 
side of the defendant, I deemed it prudent 
to say as little on the subject as I could, 
and Carefully to avoid letting out any part 
of the defence. I contented myself there- 
fore, with remarking, that I was confident 
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of success i and I left ^him, expressing a 
hope that as Ftizl Khan 6ame soon undet 
his department, he would try and do all he 
could for him. He nodded assent; but 
Nanna was too much of a Mahratta to take 
trouble without a fee for any one ; and as 
poor Fuzl could not bestow one^ I was 
pretty certain no one would care a rush 
about him. For my own part, however 
willing I might be to serve him, I dared 
i^t risk offering a fee to carry into effect 
Tny good intentions respecting him, holding 
thq situation I did; he was, therefoi^e, left 
to his fate. 

The day of the trial of Hurrychund's cause 
came on. The court was crowded; even the 
windows were filled with spectators of all 
descriptions, anxious to see the new pleader, 
and hear the arguments used to exculpate 
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Hunychund. The nioment the opening of 
the cause took place, Atchoo Bhae, the 
pleader for the plaintiff, came forward, hold* 
ing his client Premje by the hand) I ap» 
proached alone, Hurrychund not choosing 
to be present. We stood in front of a large 
desk, at which the r^istrar sat He was a 
little mean-looking man, very ill ten^pered 
I never saw a more strange mortal. He 
looked like some of our deities, red-haired^ 
with gooseberry eyes, a^d a great belly. He 
was so sour, that I was half afraid to ad- 
dress him. The declaration against the 
defendant was read. It complained that 
Premje Bohun, a Marwarry merchant, and 
inhabitant of the city of Broach, where he 
had resided for many years, gaining an ho- 
nest livelihood by trade and fiur dealing; 

had ever adhered to the rules of the caste 
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to which he belonged, and had been ad - 
mitted to all assemblages of caste, within or 
without the city walls, until the fifth day 
of the current month; when Hurrychund 
Dbolabdass invited the whole of the Mar- 
warry caste to a dinner, in celebration of 
the marriagie of his nephew, Goolchund; 
In consequence, the whole caste assembled 
at Hurrychund's house ; and, in booths 
erected for the occasion, partook of the 
entertainment so given : but that he, 
Premje, was excluded, as he did not re* 
ceive any invitation ; and that his character 
was much injured, and he was much ag- 
grieved in consequence. That, hoping the 
omission was unintentional oh the pa^t of 
Hurrychund, he proceeded to the ' place of 
feasting^ and entered the booth ; from which 
he was rudely turned out, and ordered to 
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go away. That he, therefore, sought com- 
pensation in damages for the injury sus- 
tained by him in loss of character, to the 
amount of five hundred rupees. Iliis sum, 
if recovered, he intended to expend in 
giving, a dinner to his caste, and in pro- 
moting every object that could tend to rein- 
state him iu his former place in society, and 
thus remedy the injustice done him by the 
conduct of the defendant. 

To this allegation I answered as follows : 
— " First, that he set forth he had ever 
adhered to the rules of his caste, and had 
been admitted to the assemblages of the 
Marwany tribe on all occasions, until neg- 
lected by Hurrychund. Now, as to this 
point, no reply need be made,^as the dinner 
was one, not giv<en by Hurrychund, the de- 
fendant, to celebrate the marriage of his 
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nephew : the dinner was not a caste dmn^ * 
given by Hurrychund, but a private feast, 
given and pdid for by his nephew Gool- 
chund ; consequently, the present defendant 
could not be called upon to pay damages for 
a neglect of which he had not been guilty. 
This assertion- could be proved by witnesses. 
It is admitted that Premje was not invited ; 
but, if he had sustained any injury, he 
must sue the nephew, and not the uncle :'' 
I consequently prayed that the plaintiff 
might be nonsuited. I next called my wit- 
nesses, who were persons present at the 
dinner : and they proved that the invitations 
sent to them were not in the name of Hur- 
rychund, but of hi$ nephew* Other wit- 
nesses proved that Goolchund paid them 
or the various articles supplied to the en- 
tertainment. 
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The above was a defence which the plain- 
tiff was not prepared to meet The ugly 
little judge, after asking a few questions, 
nonsuited Premje, adjudging him to pay 
all costs* Premje went away, determined 
to commence an action against Goolchund 
the nephew : an arrangement we were not 
sorry for, as it would bring more fees into 
court. Hurrychund was pleased at my hav* 
ing put Premje to so much expense for 
nothing, and richly enjoyed the fellow's 
blunder. Sagoonah, too, congratulated me 
on my success in my first attempt; and the 
pleasure it seemed to give her was a spur 
to further diligence in my professional ex- 
ertions. 

Before the second suit was commenced, 
Fuzl Khan was brought to trial He had 
been imprisoned from the moment he was 
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appfehended. The circuit judge arrived, 
and held his court at the udalut in great 
pomp, attended by the registrar and the 
moulavee, the cazee * and two shastrees.f 
It appeared that Fuzl Khan, in ^lis capacity 
of peon, was employed to attach the prb- 
perty of a cloth-merchant, and ordered to 
keep guard over it. They who ordered him 
on this service little knew his character, or 
they would not have employed him in such 
a duty. Instead of guarding the property, 
he admitted two of his gambling associates 

* 

to the warehouse, and all three helped 
Hiemselves to the choicest muslins, kiiikobs^ 
and other fine articles. ITiey were detected 
by one of the party wearing a rich 'muslin 
turban, and the other ^sposirig of a shawl 
for half price • at a pawnbroker's. Fuzl 

♦ Mahomedan law-officers. f Hindoo law* officers. 
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Khan's house was searched ; and stolen 
property being found there, he was appre- 
hended immediately. All three were found 
guilty, and sentenced to be imprisoned and 
kept to hard labour oh the roads for one 
year. The next time I encountered my 
friend Fuzl, he was working in the registrar's 
garden, with irons on his legs. The fellow 
was singing away very merrily — but, when 
he saw me, he stopped and began conver* 
sation, reproaching me with having aban- 
doned him .in the. needful moment. I satis- 
fied him it was out of my power to have 
assisted him, or I should have rejoiced in 
beitig able to do so, and thus prevent his 
becoming the sad spectacle he now was. I 
gave him a few pice and went my way. 
The time for the new trial of Premje 

« 

against Goolchund drew near« I was pre-i 
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pared to defend the cause. At the hour 
fixed, the court was crowded, and the 
windows filled with people : one of these 
windows looked into the yard; and being 
open, a number of persons stood on the 
outside, and thrust in their heads. The 
window was exactly opposite the place in 
which I stood to plead. Goolchund himself 
was present, and full of anxiety, lest he 
should have to pay five hundred rupees. He 
repeatedly prompted me to speak loud, and 
to the purpose. The declaration was read, 
and was the same as the first, with the al- 
teration of the nanie of the defendant. I 
had to prove that the dinner was not a 
marriage-dinner, because that must, accord^* 
ing to rule, have been given at Surat, where 
the ceremony took place. It was moreover 
necessary to prove we were fully justified in 
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not inviting the plaintiff even if it were 
considered a caste meeting. To do this, I 
could prove the plaintiff had, on a former 
occasion, been overlooked at a gr^at meeting 
of the caste at the house of a principal 
Marwarry, who gave a dinner on the death 
of his father. Moreover I could prove the 
plaintiff an' outcast, having committed some 
fault which rendered him unfit to be ad- 
mitted among the good and correct men of 
his tribe. The plaintiff, on the other side, 
was prepared to rebut this evidence respect- 
ing himself. The witnesses on my part 
were sharply cross-examined by Atchoo, the 
pleader, on Premje's behalf, and we all eyed 
each other as if life and death depended on 
the issue of the trial. Goolchund was con- 
stantly pulling my sleeve, and proposing 
many silly questions to be put to the plain* 
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tiff and his witnesses. At length we got so 
far, that I rose to address the court. I 
stated that I could produce a witness, wliose 
testimony would riot leave a doubt on the 
mind of the judge as to the character of 
the plaintiff; and having heard him, the 
issue of the trial could not be otherwise than 
favourable to us. Having spoken to this 
eflfect, I cast my glance towards the persons 
who were looking in at the window, purely 
from accident ; but how can I express the 
agitation and alarm I felt, when, among the 
grouJ3, I recognized Kokoo, with the ass- 
driver by his side ! My papers fell from my 
hand — I stood ivithout motion. A trembling 
came over me; and, notwithstanding my 
client Goolchund pulled my sleeve nearly to 
pieces, my eyes remained fixed on the win- 
dow, from which I had no power to take 
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them. At length I saw they were gone, 
and picked up my papers ; but I still ga2ed 
around me bewildered, until the registrar 
demanded what was the mattei". Goolehund 
replied, xhe people at the window disturbed 
me : upon which they were ordered to r6- 
tire, and the window was closed* The 
registrar then called on me to name the im- 
portant witness I stated I should call. Gool- 
chiihd named him to me, but I pronounced 
the name in a most confused manner. He 
appeared, however, and was sworn in ; but 
I had not a question to put to him — ^all had 
been driven from my recollection, I con - 
founded Premje with Goolehund, and vice 
versd. Of these things Atchoo took the ad- 
vantage, and urged the badness of my cause 
from the ill way in which I was able to sup- 
port it. He pulled my poor witness so to 
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how I had been alarmed, and the cause erf 
it, which occasioned the loss of his nephew's 
suit. She promised me I should be rein- 
stated in his favour, for she had great in- 
fluence over him ; and before night citme, I 
found she had performed her promise sue* 
cessfuUy, for old Hurrychund became as 
affable and good-natured as before, Gool- 
?;hund, however, still continued to wear a 
long face, which he altered a little upon my 
talking to him respecting his cause, repeat- 
ing my regret at its failure^ which could not 
have happened under any other circum- 
stances than those which I related to him* 
I advised him by all means to appeal against 
the decfee of the registrar; for although it 
was not common for the judge of the upper 
court to hear fresh evidence on a cause, 
yet, upon my representing how I had been 



interrupted in my defenqe, it wfts probable, 
be would waive the general custom, a3 an 
exception, owing tQ very peculiar circum- 
stances, and grant the admission of fresh 
evidence. Gool<?bund shook me heartily by 
the hand, and declared he would give no- 
tice of appeal on the follQwing day. ' 

When Goolchund quitted me, Nanna 
cam<^ in^' full of anxiety, to hear the cause 
of my failure in court, Whe^ I told him, 
he said; he V^as not surprised at iU for the 
sight of such an inveterate foe seeking one's 
life, at al) times appalling, must hftv^ been 
particularly so at such a pritical moment, 
and was enough to bewilder the strongest 
and most courageous man. Nanna advised 
me never to go out after it was dark, pr 
venture at any time beyond the city walls. 
Day after day passed away, and all was quiet: 
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neither Kokoo nor the driver appeared* 
The appeal case was heard in due course ; I 
having furnished affidavits, stating how I 
had been interrupted, and that important 
evidence, which would have decided the 
cause the other way, had not been heard, 
the judge granted the request. I was not 
permitted to plead, because I belonged to 
the lower court ; but the cause was ably con- 
ducted. After a long hearing, the decree of 
the court below was reversed, and Gool-' 
chund was successful, to the inexpressible 
chagrin of Premje and his friends. Old 
Hurrychund was so pleased at the issue of 
the appeal, that he gave a nautch * on the 
occasion, to which all the most respectable 
of his^ caste were invited. 

* Dance. 
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CHAP. IV. 

At the nautch mentioned in the last 
chapter, an excursion to the island of Kub- 
beer Burr was proposed. This place is 
situated some way up the river Nerbudda, 
and is remarkable for being entirely covered 
by one large banyan tree. The branches 
of this tree growing downwards, take root^ 
and become each of them a distinct trunL 
Prom these other branches droop in like 
manner to the ground, and thus traverse 
over and shade from the sun an immense 
space of ground, nearly two thousand feet 
in extent. It is delidously refreshing, 
during the hot weather, to walk under 
the green arches formed by this tree, and 



96 PANPVRANG HARI. 

enjoy the shade and coolness. Walk joins 
to walk, among green festoons, and a laby- 
rinth of leaves .and branches. Nothing could 
be more agreeable than parties made to 
spend the. day. pn such a §pot. The distance 
wasbiit a pleasant saij, and the relaxation 
from business, and a due attention to the 
important duties Qf eating, drinking, talking 
and smoking, were anticipated by all who 
were to join in the excursion with no small 
^elight^ As there, wt^ but little prepara- 
tion . necessary^ matters were speedily ar- 
ranged for starting, TTie women yt^er^ to 
accompany us-r-a me^ure wl^ich I opposed 
in vain, dreading the Tn^ehinations of Kokoo, 
who . I was convinced repiained lurking in 
the neighbourhood, waiting a fit oppor- 
tunity to consummate his nefarious plans, 
Sagopnah wa3 extremely desirous of seeing 
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the island, and endeavoured to persuade 
herself there was no danger in going thither, 
protected as she would be by us and two 
or three udalut peons. Goolchund's wife 
and mother were to accompany us, and 
therefore Sagoonah was determined to. ven- 
ture. Finding ailment of no avail, I 
gave up the point, and prepared for the 
excursion. It was fixed to take place on 
the third day after the appeal cause <;ame 
on. Hurrychund sent every thing we could 
need to the island, the day preceding, and 
spared no expense to render the whole 
party as comfortaUe as . possible. At an 
early hour in the morning we set out <hi 
our excun»on. It happened to be an 
Hindoo holiday, and no busihesswas tiiuis- 
acted at the court-house, so I requested 
Kanna to accompany us, and we both went, 
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well' armed, aiid» each attended by two 
armed p^n^ escorted the feniales to the 
boat. It was at the hour, of jSvein the 
morning, it' being necessary to go up yfith 
the tide. Owing to the darkness of the 
hour, which the morning mist iuci^ea^, it 
was impossible to distinguish SiEigoonah 
from Beesna, Goolchund's wife, ^ir, figures 
were so much alike, and both envd^pedin 
dark shawls. After a few hours' sail w^ saw 
the islam!,; to the great joy lof Beema and 
her mother, i^bo were holh fll from.th^. 
boat's moifion. It was agreed that those 
who were tired o^ the voyage should land, 
at once, and Tainble about, the lslahd». 
or enjoy themselves. in: the shade. On land^ 
ing I was nxudii sthick with the remackftl^ 
tree, having nevev^seoi one halfits^ai^tn 
any part (^ the Depcan. There iseemfid;U>' 
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Ihe to be a thousand trunkis, supporting ah 

immense roof of foliage of a deep green. 

Not a ray of the sun could penetrate 

through it; all uiider* it was in shadowy 

silence. The great drawback to our plea* 

sure was that the place abounded in siii^es, 

so that we- were ever in fear of trampling 

upon them, and of getting bit This ^o%^ 

not have been the caser however^ ^^rithotu 

frequent warnings, . as the boatmen and ser- 

vants eii^nced the ^nger byi inida^ellons 

steles of the venom 6f^ t&iese rc^^tei^ a» 

proofs timt it was more jxyi^f^Milei^diaii 

in any other part of India. (^le of them 

rdated k. tale o# apa^^onstruck' d^ad at 

enitountering^ th^ fibryn^es' c^ian iiMnehae 

seipent covered willi;^ hair, l^at reach^ in 

l^!q;di firom cmei sider the iskind td^aiio^^^* 

As if tah^p^tdiit ^flie iharv^eHi^usiiiuTatioh^ 
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a large cobra di capeUo brushed away from < 
us among the underwood at the moment, 
and so alarmed the femaljes, that we moved ; 
in another direction, taking a different path, 
and one more beaten. Our presence in this > 
unfrequented place seemed to caUse great 
consternation among the monkeys and birds, 
which haunted it in vast numbers, and of 
all varieties. The. screams of the disturbed - 
and affirighted fowls as they flew off, and the 
chatter and grin of the monkeys, that, peep- 
iilg amid the branches of the trees^ seemed 
mocking our power to take th^n, were - 
highly amusing. . Though all creatures be- 
sides seemed to flee us, the bat hung by his • 
enormous wings in certain dark hollows of ^ 
the trees and densely shaded boughs, ap- 
parently insensible of our presence. The ' 
coolness, and the additioml feeling of gloom 
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thrown over the deeper recesses of the 
foliage, were far from being agreeable on 
this .account. The bats differed much from 
those whidi visit our streets and houses in 
the city, being immensely large, and mca^ 
suring three or four feet from wing to wing 
when extended. They call them in die 
Deccan vmr wagoci. In all my wanderings 
I never before saw such a sight. They htmg 
with their heads downwards in every direc- 
tion by hundreds, suspended from small 
hooks at the extremity of their wings. 
After a short ramble under this magnificent 
tree, we found ourselves almost close to the 
landing-place where our boat lay. Some of 
the party, while we took rice for our first 
repast, proposed remaining on the island, 
and others were for sailing a little further 
up the river and returning to dinner* Those 
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with whom the water disagreed,, naturaHy 
were for keeping upon the land. Sagoonah 
an4 h&c ai^nt were so much pleased with 
tiie sail to .the island, that they expressed a 
.wish to proceed a short way up tiie stream, 
and rcgoia their female, friends, in an hour 
<>r two. Sagoonah, her auint, Nanna, two 
^pepBS and myself, therefore embarked to 
take a little more pleasure on the water. 
The time passed so pleasanitly, that we did 
not reflect upon the distamce the wind and 
tid^ were ^»,rrying us. At length the tide 
turned, and the boatm^ti advised us to avml 
ourselves of its assistajice, ajid retnrn to the 
island. Unfoitunately the wind was full in 
our teeth) a^nd we could make no wa^ but 
with the oars ; our boat also was large and 
Jie^vy. Not being prepared for this disap- 
pointment, and having but three sailors and 
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two oars> 'one of whi(A afterwards ^snapped 
in, using it, our ptrogress was very slow. 
Sagoonah's ^unt had fortunately a little 
dried grain and bread with her, c^ which we 
partook* Without oars, we were obliged 
to hoist 'our sail, and tack and wear$ hoping 
to reach the island before the tide again 
turned : but in this we were disappointed. 
We made no distance, and were tossed 
about to no purpose. The females became 
ill» and our party was miserable enough; 
When the tide turned, we were obliged 16 
take down bur sail and anchor, to prevent 
being carried back again ; this we did 
pretty near the shore, and then we consulted 
what was best to be done. It Was now six 
o^clodL in the evening, aiid we seemed 
without a possibility of reaching the island, 
where the rest of our party must be anx- 
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iously awaiting us — ^&r await us they must^ 
as there was no other boat to convey them 
home. I now proposed sending the two 
peons on shore to procure oars, and four 
stout fellows to row us to the island. The 
peons set off» while Nanna and myself 
guarded the females, who were alarmed,, and 
stood much in need of rest. Hour after 
hour passed away^ and it was ten o'clock 
before the peons returned, bri^nging with 
them only three oars, but no men to assist; 
they reported that it was with great diffi- 
culty they procured these. There being 
no remedy,, we determined to. make the best 
use of the oars we could, and weighing 
anchor, pulled with all our strength against 
the tide. With, every effort we gained but 
little, till the tide again turned in our 
favour. This was at twelve o'clock at night* 
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A miserable day of pleasure we had, toilmg 
at our oars, and Nanna vowing he. would 
never go boating again f(»r pleasure. At 
length we saw lights at the island, and the 
men set up a loud shout-^which was an•^ 
swered by our fnends, who were no doubt 
tired . enough. About two o'clock we set- 
our feet on shore, and found all wailing 
and lamentation. The first person we saw^ 
was old Hurrychund, beating his breast 
and teanng his clothes, at the same time 
crjdng, " Oh my nephew, wife, and her- 
mother, all gone T' I demanded whither. 
The old man exclaimed, would to Ishwar 
he knew — ^* some villains had borne them 
off." He then demanded where I had been 
so late, exclaiming every moment, << what a 
day of pleasure — ^misery! misery!" I begged- 
him to explain himself, but the old msok 
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could oply ;we^p mid beat his brei^su One 
of tl^e peons whom I had left with the part; 
op the isUnd} to whom I appealed (or in- 
fi>j:matioi^ told me thi^, hour after . hour 
passing by, wd not seeing any thing of us, 
tbey went in parties round different points 
qf the i^md, to see if tl^ey pould espy us 
oonnn^ About six in the eyening Hurry* 
<^mid*il ^^^phew,. ^ith his niece and her 
mother, b^£ absf^t, he bade, him go, in 
ques^ qC ^em» .He did so, and <m arriving 
at the ^pd .^ the idaind, was ji^ in time to 
9ee k bioat jHl^ c^ weU m^nnedj^ atnd to heur 
tb^, screams .of/,the femfJes pn b^rd* The 
boat w^t a{g$i»$t the tide to Bcoaeh, but 
Qfwii]^; ^ijie number of ha^ds o^ board, it 
SMfved away rapidly. . He .retii^ned imme* 
diatefy to Hurrychund, and told him what 
lie bad seen. The old man waid istruck dumb 
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with terror aiid alar^l. Pursuit was impos- 
sibly for. there was no boat, and they be- 
eanie more anxious than ever for our arrival. 
Hour after hour passed, till it. was too late 
to pursue themr,. if tbere were hands and 
oars to overtake them. Nanna during the 
recital declared his beliief^that Sagoonah, 
her aiutt, and. inyself^ . were the persons 
w&om the villains intended to seize; but 
that^ it being -darky they hsbd hot beai able 
to diathq^h the one from the other, i 
fiilly .coincided widi Nanna in opinion,^ and 
rejoiced at. our escape, though I sincerely 
bewailed the fate of our friends. Hurry* 
ehcmd prdered the boat to return to Broach, 
a& the tide woixld soon ^gain bcicome ad- 
vei^se,; and not it mottieat should be lost. 
Having embarked, we rowed, fotijgued as^ we 
were, and reached the city by five o'clock 
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in the morning, having had twenty-four 
hours of every thing but pleasure. Appli- 
cation was immediately made to the police 
to pursue the viUains who had carried off 
Hurrychund's relatives. Parties were des- 
patched by land and water, to endeavour to 
obtain tidings, of them. Leaving Nanna to 
watch over Sagoonah and her aunt, I em- 
bi^rked with a strong party to scour the 
river, entertaining but a faint hope of suc- 
cess. WeU knowing the sanguinary dispo^ 
sition of Kokoo (who I felt certain was the 
agent in the affair ), I feared that, finding he 
had missed his prey, it would instigate him' 
to commit violence on the unhappy persons 
who had fallen into his clutches. We made 
inquiry of eveiy boat which came up the 
stream, if the people had seen an open boat 
well manned, or had heard the screams of 
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women proceeding from any vessel on the 
river. We were uniformly answered in the 
negative, and began to despair of obtaining 
any tidings of Goolchund and his wife. At 
length we found ourselves opposite a bun- 
galow, or house, built by an English gentle- 
man, who resorted - there when sickness 
rendered a change of air useful, the sea 
breeze being very sensibly felt at that place. 
We could not return to Broach until the 
tide changed, and I determined to go on 
shore and wait its turn at the bungalow. 
We. accordingly anchored; but no sooner 
was the anchor dropped,' than we were 
hailed from the bungalow by a voice which 
I recognized to be Goolchuhd's. We imme- 
diately landied, and joined him at the front 
of the house, expressing our pleasure at 
meeting him once more. He bade me come 
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in, and he would tell me all that had hap« 
pened to them. I eagerly inquired if his 
wife and her mother were safe : and he an^ 
swered me by throwing open the door of a 
room, where I saw them quietly seated on^ 
the floor, eatitig dried grain. They were 
much pleased at seeing me, and b^ged me 
to sit down by them. 

Goolchund now proceeded to relate the 
circumstances of their capture. They had 
gone round the island to see if they could 
find Tis, or rather to look out for us re- 
turning down the river, when- they were 
suddenly seized by a number of men, vrho 
bore them to a boat, and put off from the 
shore. The thing was so sudden, that 
they were all astounded ; and it was some 
tkne before they could recover tihiemselvjes. 
The men rowed with all their force for 
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some miles, until they were past Broach ; 
haying taken the precaution to gag the 
women, and thus prevent their screaming 
while passing t^e city walls. A small boat 
now met them, from which a shrill whistle 
was heard, and answered by those who 
were in the boat with us. The little boat 
then ran alongside our's, and two me^ 
came on board us, having a lantern. One 
of them was a short man, with light hair ; 
the other taller, having a- dark complexion. 
As the light flashed across the boat, I could 
distinctly perceive our late opponent in the 
law-courts Premje, who instantly ordered 
^he light to be put out, and began a very 
earnest conversation with the short man, 
who had just entered the boat Goolchund 
was seriously alarmed, to find, himself thus 
in the power of an enemy, of whose resent- 
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ment it was impossible to foresee tbe extent 
At length they reached the biingalow, and 
cast anchor opposite to it : they were 
then landed, and compelled to walk up the 
bank to the house, in a room of which they 
were locked. The villains who had taken 
them oiF prepared to sleep in tbe hall; 
their prisoners also lay down; btit could 
obtain no repose, for Goolchund hefard one 
of their guards say, "Do? why, kill the 
fellow, to be sure! Did he not try to 
subject me to the most cruel and linger- 
ing death— even to starvation ?" — " Im- 
possible !" said another voice, which was 
Premje's ; " he has never been away from 
Guzerat in his life." — " Aye, aye ! but I 
know better," replied the first speaker; "he 
shall be food for fishes, on our way to 
Bombay.'' Goolchund here made a violent 
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knockii^ at the door, and two men entered 
the room m which they were confined; 
one of them was Premjc, and the other a 
shorter person. They inquired the cause 
of the uproar. Goolchund informed the 
short man he had heard their conversadon, 
and was anxious to convince him of his 
error. He desired him to look in his face 
with the lantern close, and say if be had 
ever seen him till then. He did so, and in 
a moment exclaimed, ^^ Death and fury f 
have we had all this trouble for nothing? 
What fellow have we here?' Goolchund 
then told him his name, and he said, ^^ You 
will soon, perhaps, be set at liberty j — ^but, 
though disappointed in my man, the wo* 
men are in my power.** Goolchund assured 
him that one of them was his wife, and the 
other her mother, entire strangers to him. 
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Upon thb the short maa called out, " Rajoo ! 
get up, you lazy r^cal ! and come hither 
instantly !" Upon this the taller man of 
the twO) who had come on board us from 
the little boat, came in, rubbing his eyes. 
The short man whispered something to 
him, and then bade him approach the fe- 
males, and say if th6 young one was not 
Sagocmah. Gooldiund, then saw tl^'ough 
ike whole affair, and comprehended th^ 
mistake which had been committed^ and 
that Sagoonah, her aunt, and myseli^ were 
the persons they intended to carry off. 
The man who had been sleeping ap^ 
proached the fbnales, and, after a minute 
inspection, cried out, " Alas we have 
caught the wrong birds !" The sbort man's 
rage knew no bounds; taking Premje by 
the collar, he dashed him with violence 
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against the wall, and hurried out of the bun- 
galow, summonmg together his men ; and, 
going on bpardjt they weighed anchor, and^ 
were far c(way before the morning dawned. 
It was clear Pre^ije was the agent in this 
affair, he having a grudge against Gool* 
chund; and, conceiving him and his wife the 
persons wanted^ he was, .doubtless, active 
enough in his exertions to effebt the object 
4n vie?w* Though sorely bruised, he fled 
from the house, and was not seen there 
aft^wards, nor was ifllkdy he would ven- 
ture to ^t)er Broach again. 

I then explained to Goolchund who the 
short man was, and that his face had pre- 
vented my succeeding in court in gaining 
his cause : that I had no doubt of his ob- 
ject being myself; and that, had he suc- 
ceeded, I should have been food for fishes, 
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too certainly. Goolchund thought I had 
had a narrow escape, and then bade me 
explain the cause of our absence from the 
island, which I did in every particular* 

Tlie whole party now embarked in my 
boat, and one tide carried us back to Broach. 
We reached the city about six o'clock in 
the evening. Crowds of persons were in 
waiting to Ireceive us. The whole city had 
heard of the outrage committed, aiid every 
one was anxious to know where the mifising 
persons had been discovered, and who took 
them away from the island. I had pre- 
viously advised Goolchund not to say a word 
about Premje being concerned, until we had 
communicated with old Hurrychund; we 
therefore reported to the multitude, that 
we were ignorant of the persons, and mo* 
tives for committing the outrage upon us. 
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This only increased the public curiosity, 
and many false reports were circulated, 
respecting the affair; at length the people, 
by some accident, hit upon the truth, or 
so much of it as established, that as Premje 
had been an opponent of Goolchund's in 
court, and the latter having gained the 
cause, the former had hired persons to carry, 
off and murder his antagonist and wife. 
Premje's disappearance from the city at the 
time, caused this statement to be believed. 
The Marwarry caste crowded around Gool- 
chund, and desired him to swear by the 
holy cow whether or not Pren^e was in the 
plot. Cioolchund acknowledged that he had 
seen Premje in the party which carried 
himself and his wife away from the island. 
The Marwarrys, upon this, combined and 
surrounded Premje's house, which they 
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would have razed to the ground, had not a 
strong body of police been sent to protect it 
from their rage. It now became necessary 
that Goolchund should proceed to the 
police court and formally depose against 
Premje ; this he did, whilst I escorted home 
the female^ and h^tened to relieve the 
anxious mind of old Hurrychund.^ Thus 
terminated our pleasure-party to the island 
of Kubbeer Burr. 
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CHAR V. 

In human life, on^ misery is cerjtain to 
be followed by a train of half a dozen. The 
discomfiture of our excursion to the island 
was followed by the illness of old Hurry- 
dbund, who had been too lomg exposed to 
the night air for one of his advanced years. 
He caught from the damps a severe fever, 
which in three days carried him off. A 
funeral,^ instead of a weddiujg^ was now or* 
dered to he prepared in booths in the front 
of his house. The sudden demise of the 
old man was a sad blow to us all. I had 
myself been fanciful enough to suppose he 
would recover from the attack ; but, on the 
third day after it took place, on returning 
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from the court, I saw the kmd and ema- 
ciated old man stretched on the fatal bed of 
cusa * grass, and I was convinced no hope 
of his recovery remained. The old man 
was, in fact, death-struck, and had no more 
time allowed him than was sufficient to 
make a few donations to his surviving friends 
and relatives. Among the former was Sa- 
goonah's aunt, to whom he bequeatiied five 
hundred rupees. 

None of the sacred water of the Ganges 
being at hand, the ceremony of sprinkling 
his head was omitted from necessity, but the 
s(Ua grdma\ stone was placed near him, 

* When the death of a Hindoo is certain, and no hope 
remains, he is laid on a bed of grass, called cKso. 

t A small black smooth stone, perforated by worms, 
or, as the Hindoos believe, by '^hnu, in the shape of a 
reptile. 
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and all the ceremonies performed which the 
friendship of his relations could prompt 
and had the means of executing. Holy 
strains were chaunted, and sacred hymns 
poured into the ear of the djdng ; leaves of 
hallowed trees were scattered over his head, 
and every attention religiously paid him in 
his expiring moments. As soon as he was 
dead, the body was washed, perfumed, and 
decked with floWert ; a ruby put into his 
mouth, together with coral, and small pieces 
of gold thrust into his nostrils and eyes. 
Goolchund, the nearest relative, as usual, 
brought the cloth sprinkled with fragrant 
oil, luid threw it over the corpse: two hours 
afterwards they conveyed the body to the 
funeral fdle; it wis raised up by his re* 
latives, and placed on a wooden bier for the 
procession. It now moved slowly on, with 
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fire and food borne before it in an unbfik^ 
earthen vessel, accompanied by the sound 
of dnuns» cymbals, and wind aind stringed 
instruments. The funeral passed out through 
the eastern gate of the city to its. place of 
destination. The corpse being laid upon a 
bed of cusa, with its head towards the south, 
the relatives of the deceased bath^ in the 
river on the banks of which the fimeral pile 
was to be pi^epared. They theb began to 
mark out lines, upon which the wopd was 
placed. The pile being ready, they washed 
the body, dbthed it in clean Unen, rub* 
biug it with perfumes, and then placed it on 
thewooi^ with the head to the.north; Gool* 
chund then threw the doth over the corfmi 
and taking up a lighted brand, invc^:ed all 
the hbly places, saying, ^^ May the gods, 
with piouths of fire, consume this body !" 
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He then walked three times rpund the pile, 
looked towards the south, and, dropping on 
his left kneoy a^^plied a torch to the wood 
near the' head of the corpse, while the at- 
tendant priests recited the proper prayers. 
During the jtime the wood was ccmsuming, 
several of the relations of the deceased hav- 
ing taken seven pieces of the wood, walked 
slowly round the pile and threw them over 
their shoulders upon the fire, saying, *' AH 
hail to thee who consumedi flesJi I" AH 
who had fbUowed or touched the body were 
obliged to. walk ix>und the pile, l^eeping their 
left hands towaidsit, but.notiooking at the 
fire. They then proceeded to the riyer, 
bathed, and returned home in procession, 
having perfonned many minor ceremonies, 
such as sipping water, &c., too.minute to 
mention. On arriving at the house of the 
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deceased) the funeral cakes were baked, and 
food put aside on a leaf for the crows. Cake 
was thrown into water^ and .milk and water 
were suspended at the door of the house in 
earthen vessels every evening, until the time 
of mourning expired. This endured for 
ten days, and mournful days they were to 
us all. 

Sagoonah and her aunt lived with Beema ; • 
and Anundee her mother; but as the latter 
intended to go to Surat, it was necessary to 
make some new arrangements : at length, 
Nanna procured lodgings for Sagoonah and 
her aunt in a very retired quarter of the 
city, and Beema and her mother took leave 
of us, and proceeded to Surat, leaving us 
melancholy enough at their departure. The 
uncertainty we were in relucting Kokoo 
was a great drawback upon our comfort. 
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Sagoonah, knowing the imperious necessi^ 
for concealment, resigned herself to the 
alternative of close imprisonment in her 
lodgings, with a placidity which more than 
ever incensed me against her persecutors, 
and raised her still higher in my esteem* 
Business had become scarce at the court, 
and I consulted Nanna as to whether we 
had not better proceed elsewhere, to some 
other court where the Mahratta language 
was used, whereby we should gain many 
advantages that Guzerat did not afford 
us. Nanna b^ng of my opinion^ I in- 
formed Sagoonah that we intended to pro- 
ceed to the Northern Concan, in hopes of 
obtaining practice as pleaders in that court* 
Neitiier Sagoonah nor her aunt were par-> 
ticularly desirous ol remaining in Broach, 
and they' both acquiesced immediately in 
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our plans for thefuturje. Whether we should 
proceed by sea or by land wiis the next 
point ; and we ffiially fixed upon the latter 
mode, hoping we should not be moisted 
by Kokoo or his agents. I informed the 
judge of the reasons which induced me to 
quit his court: he a|^)royed .'of !my plans, 
and gave n% a letter to tiie judge of Ae 
Concati, in which he also reobmmended 
Nfmna. Just as we were taking leave, the 
nazir came running in, rqx>rting that a 
prisoner had escaped who was employed in 
working upon the roads ; he had knocked 
down the guard and cUsencumbered himself 
of his irons. The judge inquired thd name 
of the teioi; and, to my surprise, I found it 
was Fuzl Khan. « Where did this fellow 
(oome frcfm ?' inquired the judge. *^ He 
came with these two MiArattas," was the 
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reply of the nazii*, pointing to us.—.** In- 
deed I** observed the judge; " and these two 
are just goii^g away, and their friend is de- 
parted. It appears very suspicious. I fear 
you have aided the fellow in breaking 
prison." We were much hurt at such a 
su^idbn, though we cc^ld hardly wonder 
at its Toeing entertained. We most earnestly 
assured the judge we cared nothing fibout 
the fellow^ and had tBk&^ no intierest in his 
affairs. The judge said^ there was certainly 
no proof of our ixuimvitfg at pr assisting 
in his escape^ a(nd he would not detain us. 
He advised us not to be seen in the feUow^s 
company agabi on the English terrijtory. 
We bowed, and retired. On the outside of ' 

• 

the court we saw the gi;iard whom Fuzl 
Khan had knocked down* The poor fel- 
low's t^edi were literally driven down his 
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throat Fuzl had used his irons as the 
weapon of offence. Nanna obseryed, that 
he was a des^rate man, and I agreed that 
he was more so than I had apprehended ; 
but I said I thought he must be speedily re^ 
taken. Nanna imagined he was too clever a 
fellow for that ; but we both agreed never 
more to have any thing to do with him if 
he came in our way. 

Every thing being in order^ we set out on 
our journey. Sagoohuh andher aunt were 
seated in a small covered cart drawn by 
bullocks ; Nanna and myself were mounted 
upon tattoos. We started at an early hour 
in the morning, that we might reach Surat 
at night, resting an hour or two at Khim 
to refresh our cattle. From the latter places 
where we enjoyed a comfortable meal, we 
set forth again for Surat. The bullocks 
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being knocked up, our journey was delayed 
so much that darkness came on beware we 
arrived near Surat. We had passed two 
travellers . on the road on foot, who now 
overtook us, so slow did we proceed. These 
two men seemed very suspicious characters ; 
if we stopped they did the same, and some- 
times they kept up with us by running. 
Nanna was convinced they were not common 
travellers, but had some sinister motive for 
thus following us. We watched them nar- 
rowly; but as they did not o£fer to molest 
us in any way, we took no other notice of 
them, and soon entering Surat, we hoped 
to lose sight of them entirely. In this, 
however, we found , ourselves mistaken ; for 
while we were assisting the women to alight 
from the carriage at a comfortable lodging 
which Nanna had procured, the two travel- 

g5 
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len posted/ ^scmselyes one oh each side x>f 
the.dcK>r). and haviBg seeh'ub eatkr^ 'hasten** 
ied ftway down the street 'f Who cah these 
fellQM^be?" inquired Saf^nnfa.. ^fThey 
<mce oftened the doth, vfkioh eavieed the 
!carri9ge^ . and pcieped in." I swoce, by 
Ishwu^rbad I kn6wn'thisbe8wr^ I wouM 
have prevented; their eycr attempting it, a 
9efipnd time. I re^uiested hec not. to be 
ahirjned»j0s.we'rdk>nld ke^^ go6d lodkHmt. 
I endeavbutoi topeisiiade her they, voold 
pr<>bab]y cease to teSiow'vbi aay *{iilrtbel>' as 
Euraf. might be the.pUoeof their de^xna^ 
tion^ Kot^thsfanding all 1 4said, Sagoonafa 
wia^ eiddently alarmed^. Nanna.and myself 
Hgreed to )^jQ(ip guard by turils outside het 
chtfii|b^r9 afltfl; to Istrik^ dowa Any one who 
might atteitiptio enter or to mcdesi lis. : 
After we hlidjdined,, NatuKi went otiC to 
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hire fresh: cattle for- the ensuing day ; and, 
on. his return, tiie females retired . to their 
apartment. Na^na took post at their door . 
for the first half of the night. At one 
o'clock he awoke nie, saying all was quiet : 
I took his place, and iemamed there until 
laorniiig ; but nothing occurred to disturb 
ns* TTie ^ca£tle wei*e reacfy; and, having 
taken br^akfist, we cmce more set out, un- 
attended by any prying travellers, so that I 
began to hope we had rid ourselves of them 
^tirely; ^busariy was the first stage, and 
tiiere w^' 4libu^t -of remaining aU mght, 
the females complaining of iktigue. What 
was my surpri$6, on lighting, to find the two 
mysterious travellers posted there ! arid be- 
fore I could defmand the reason of their thus 
mokstang us, they were off. This conduct 
was now a subject of seribus alarm to us a|l, 
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and I determined, should tbey follow us to^ 
Damaun, to take some measures for eluding^ 
them. . We also thought it prudent to travel 
only by.shprt stages in the day, so its not toi 
run the risk of being benighted. In this, 
manner we pi::ooeeded, and were sure to be- 
hold the traveUers posted at the duriun 
saUab where we alighted. At length we 
reached Damaun, a large fortified place be- 
longing to the Portuguese. As before, the 
two men were watching our arrival there. 
On seeing this, I thoi^bt it high time to 
consult , <Mi some method of eluding their 
watchfulness, and therefore determined on 
taking. a boat and proceeding by sea the 
rest of the distance. We could ney^r have 
a better opportunity than at Damaun, for 
it was a sea-port,^ and boats , of all sorts 
were riding in the harbour. The travellers 
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conceiving we should still proceed by land, 
would set out before us^ as they had hitherto 
invariably done, and would be at a loss when 
they missed us at the following stage. This 
plan was agreed to. Nanna went and hired 
a boat as secretly as possible, and early in 
the morning we went on board and set sail. 
The boat we had Hired was called a patta- 
mar: it was a large one, and had a cabin 
for the females. On the third day we. saw 
Bassein, the diief place in the Northern 
Concan, whither I determined on going. A 
better boat than ours for sailing came after 
us, as we supposed from Surat, and hailing 
ui^ asked whither we were bound ? I desired 
the tindal, or steersman, to answer, ^* Bom- 
bay." The strange boat now ran so close to 
us, that I could recognize the faces of all on 
board ; and what was my vexation in dis* 
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covering the two men -who bad before fol-> 
lowed us, muffled up in dadc shawls! It 
thus seemed impbsidblie to avoid them; 
Nanna proposed shooting them ; butj aware 
of the consequences g£ such a proceeding 
on the territory of tbe Ehglish, I bagged 
him not to think a moment of such a step. 
The strange boat now pa^ed us, and I de- 
sired the tindal to put into Bassein, which 
he had no sooner done^ than I had the 
mortification to see the strange boat put 
about, and run for the same pbrt "We 
must submit,^' I observed^ " let the fellows 
£)llow us if they will • we must be pre^ 
pared for them, aiad what more pan he 
doner' 

We landed «t Bassein, procured lodg- 
ings, and, as early as convenient,'! pre- 
sented my letter to the English gentleman 
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there; who, aa perusing its contents, ad* 
vised : me to proceed to Thannah ; the 
court was held there, and he Was going to 
that place in^a very short time,' and would 
then' do all in hii^ power for me. In con- 
sequence of this we left Bassein, and 
Ireached Thannidi by water, seeing nothing 
of the two men, who I hoped had departed. 
At Thannah we waited until the judge ar- 
rived, when I made my salaam to him; and 
he promised me a vakeel3hip as soon as a 
vacancy occurred, which he daily expected. 
It happened, unfortunately, that an old in- 
habitant of Thannah was candidate for the 
place also ; and, in consequence,. I was re- 
garded with an evil eye; ahd I even heard 
that some plan was on foot to ruin my 
expectations. One day the judge sent for 
me, and said, " So you wish to be a pleader. 
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do y<m ?" I replied in the . aflirmative. 
" Why," said he, "you must be. the most 
impudent fellow in the world ! I under- 
stand you were once a common peon in 
Bombay, engaged in a dreadful conspiracy 
to murder the tresksurer, and was, in con- 
sequence, expelled from the island T' I 
denied it stoutly, and said it was all a base 
fabrication of my enemies, and the man 
who was a candidate for the pleader's place. 
" Well," said the judge, " we will see ; 
call in the man who says he will swear to 
this would-be vakeeL" A man now came 
forward, whom I knew to be one of the 
mysterious travellers; he was -wrapped up 
in his. coarse black shawL On approach- 
ing the judge, he uncovered himself and 
made a salaam, which aifoi^d me an oppor- 
tunity of seeing his face* The features 
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were familiar tx> me, but I could not call 
to mind where I had seen them, or on 
what occasion. The judge asking his name, 
he replied it was Gumbia. This was 
enough to enable me to remember that he 
was the very man expelled from Bombay 
with myself, and who left me to return 
thither, and search for my treasure. I now 
felt that my hopes of the place here were 
frustrated. The fellow deposed to a thou-* 
sand falsehoods; swore he himself was in 
the plot, and was expelled Bombay at the 
same time tliat I was, and for the same 
crime. The judge said, he allso conceived 
it his duty to send me from Thannah, 
and desired me to go in two days' time, or 
he should be forced to compel me to do sa 
This was a fatal blow ; but what was to be 
done but to obey ? I returned home, and 
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as I entered the hoiise^ the traveller CKmi- 
bia overtook me ; and, giving me a fiendish 
grin, hurried away. I did not relate to 
Nanna of to the females the reason of my 
ftCiltire ; but informed them the judge had 
preferred another man, and it was desirable 
'We should all proceed to the Deccan once 
more. 

After my feilure, I had some conversa^- 
tion with Sagopnah, relative to iny hopes 
respecting herself. I told her, on our ar- 
rival in the Deccan, I was deterofiihed td 
discover whether the boy to whom she had 
been betrothed waa living or not. If I 
could satisfactorily prove this, I demanded 
whether she would longer refuse me the 
right of afibrding her liegal protection. She 
put her hand into mine, saying, ^^ But 
prove he is no more, and this hand is 



PAlf^DURANG HARl. 189 

your*s." I then told her we must proceed 
to Satarah, for there only could any thing 
be learned that was satisfactory upon this 
-subject, so important to. us both. "What !" 
cried Sagoonah, *^ to Satarah ? to my rich 
xihcle^ who will take me from your protec- 
tion?'— "Not so," I said; "he must not 
be acquainted of your being there." — " He 
willr— he win know 1" replied Sagoonah ; 
*' I must not even accompany you to the 
I>eccan. My aunt and I will proce^ to 
Bombay^ and await tidings of you there.^ 
I could not but acknowledge the good sense 
of this arrangement To prevent their being 
followed to Bombay, Nanna hit upon a 
most ingenious scheme, by which the two 
spies, cunning as they were, must be in* 
fallibly deceived. His plan was to ' pro* 
cure two other women for hire, and get 
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them into the house over-night. In the 
morning these women, muffled up, were 
to accompany us across the river to the 
Mahratta country. The travelling-spies 
would follow us as usual, imaginmg the 
women to be the same who accompanied 
us from Guzerat. Sagoonah and her aunt 
might then set off for Bombay, where they 
might provide themselves lodgings; for it 
would occasion suspicion, were he or I to 
go there for that purpose, and return again. 
We all thought this an admirable plan, and 
agreed to adopt it without delay. Nanna 
procured two women, as like Sagoonah and 
her aunt in figure as possible, and got them 
slily into the house* They willingly engaged 
in our service, when we imparted to them the 
business for which they were wanted, and 
accepted our terms; but they could not help 
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expressing their wonder at the reason of 
our taking them to Satarah with us, merely 
to send them back again. We promised to 
explain the why and wherefore at some fu« 
ture time ; and we kept them shut up for 
the night, so that they might not guess there 
were any other females than themselves in 
the house. Nanna proceeded to; the bazaar, 
and openly demanded bullocks and tattoos 
for the following morning. On returning, 
he informed me that one of the spies was at 
the kotwall's office when he gave orders 
for the beasts; and that we might rely upon 
it, they would be near us on our march 
next day. 

This was the last night of my being 
happy in the presence of Sagoonah — ^fpr all 
I knew, it might be the last time of my life ! 
The next day we were to be separated from 
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each other ; and who knew but it was for 
ever ! We neither of us closed our eyes 
untU the hour of parting came. I agreed 
to let her hear from me by a messenger, so 
as not to trust to letter-c^Enmynication ; 
and the more^ as she could not t^ead, and 
must get that done for her, which might 
put others in possession of our secrets* S)i6 
desired me to send the messenger to Sim** 
kersette Baboolsette, the great goldsmith at 
BiMnbay, and inquire for her under the 
name of Beema Bhae, and the messenger 
would receive proper directions where to 
find her. I thought tliis method the best 
that, under the circumstances, could be de- 
vised, as I could thus, at any time, be cer- 
tain of her being concealed, and yet com- 
municate any thing I wished to her. Not 
liking that we should be seeh.taking l^ve 
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of each other, we parted at daybreak, with 
heavy hearts. I there threw myself for a 
tew minutes on a mat, endeavouring to com- 
pose myself, before Nanna called me to set 
out upon our journey. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Nanna soon came to me, and bade me 
get ready to start We set off on foot, with 
the two women muffled up; and, crossing 
the river, found bullocks and tattoos in 
readiness, on the opposite banks. The 
drivers led us through passes, over hills 
and rugged places; till, after a fatiguing 
journey, we reached Campowley — a small 
village at the foot of the Ghauts. The heat 
here being intolerable, we determined to 
set off again as early as possible the follow- 
ing morning. The spies had not made 
their appearance during the whole of the 
preceding day. This gave us considerable 
alarm, fearing our plot might have been 
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discovered, and the women were still watched 
by the villanous agents of our foes. I be- 
gan to fiEunqr Sagoonah and her aunt pur- 
sued by them'to^Bombay, or, what was even 
more to be feared, prevented from reaching 
that place. Our fears on this head were, 
fortunately, groundless ; for, in the morn- 
ing, when we arrived on the summit of the 
Ghauts, we saw the two spies in conversa- 
tion together. Turning round, and seeing 
us appix>ach, they walked forwards at a 
rapid rate. We congratulated ourselves on 
the success -of our plot^ and cautioned the 
two women, should we pass the men who 
had gone forward, to muffle themselves iip 
carefuHy, and with evident fear and pert^r^- 
bation. Thiey pvOimsed obe^enceT And, 
having baited bur cattle,' and (taken some 
refreshment ourselves ^ at Candala (a vDlage 
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im ibe miiniaak of die^xHuttits), we om». m^ 
jeorBeyed Qmvsrds. Xhe fnah ^bmtze from 
the Dfecosn was moat ^caDb^AiBtUBig lifaar the 
h«at ^ due lawer buui, and rbolii Ntmia 
and n^cself nmve 'ctmnaml lat onoB BioDe 
^tiag foot in our 4xwa ooiintry. BefeiK 
we ceached the jaeKt 4toge 'we ^pa390d ^ 
two traveUjeors, who wave mt&ig muter a 
icee eadng dried ffotin. The movamh 9$ 
tb^ jiad prombed to do^ mufted ^iham* 
selres up in appusnt hai^le ; ^aad we saw 
Ae men .oasrt ^efj -a^nifieaQt f^Baa^ at 
each other tis we wtti$t by; I . im^^w ina- 
fpned GuH^a's «oBipai^on>lo Jbie iihe mm- 
du«voB8 aw^driTert a^ ftom bis]h^)sa ayad 
•figure, he very mMsh i»seiidileii Juisf. 

We jreacbed Poan^on the fifllowii;^ .diy^ 
Mid.the two ^pies ^em, w^-usmaJL (po6^»#t 
sihe door wbene we aliglitiML Th? WMiea 






mitm^kiim hmm^ w^mvifM «K fS^ t^ 

^ twp S90iiii;(keW m^ th^ w»jr. Q^ fl^y 

PfXKu; ball Aoiiffkt tf j^^rp^^^Wt tf^ fgflip- 
tfw, in i^ 4aest w^gf I wm ^ble^ ]li^ ^^l^ 
rf aiFaiss iklSi^tfigb b^PPC^ I ^^ {JMlJ!WW- 
I £>uDd that i^ jp^ih ?w stiP Y^^ry iW* 
and tb«t Ibe piat^ee^ 6)|qi^ |l^ d^Wl^ 
|ie ivias aithnowldigei )qr 4ije ^^i|[Vilis)»| ^f^V^ 
opposed by nwiiih^r imtn, ^^^ ^^(difff^ 
himfetf to l)t bis ^14iir ^rolji^r^ t»i^, ^^ 

^racier. His ^mma i)l<ipe, iit ;9np iK^^MMVfl 
at Poena, luid .ed&stfd jqnh^ pilffiWi .W 
his side ; iand lb»t, i» ooiiaaqm^Q^ ^3iir 
{>ut Eap ha^ ibecffi jcaidng «Byi<^rs Jf> ,«n||^ 
i^ 4ider )br^^)u^» as a j^at^ni^* IPj^ 
Jattcv ihad istoBibk4 a ycgi^t itK;)[|y ;|^ 
«H>^ to j^n^fMff^ lib Di^JH^Iig; 1^^4lilf 
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two parties were not likely to come to 
Uows ' until ^ the decease of the* present 
raj4hl - The- name of tlie claimant to the 
Satarah miisnud, by right oil his semori^, 
was Sevaje; and the pedple guessed he was 
concealed somewhere liear Sdtarah. I was 
advised, if I went tothat^plaoey 'to be as 
silent as possible - in regard to politica] 
afi&irs, as there were many blooddiirsty 
villains^ abroad, ^' who -found ;means ^ get 
ri^ of all who sp(dce . adverse to. the. party 
theysuppkurted, whjenever opportunity; was 
£ivoiirflble' for it > I pretended every, where 
at Poona ;the utmost indifference as to the 
different claimants' to the muamd.: I staled 
to- those of whom I made : inquiry, . that - 1 
was going to Satarah^ merely* to *:seek em- 
{doyment,' tad' that I should center into ithe 
sendee of neither of the parties strivii^ for 

... ''• ■ r 
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the mastery, Naima advised me not to 
proceed to Satarab,* because Kokoo was no 
doubt there, ,with Gunput Rao; and his 
disappointment again respecting the . wo- 
men would cause him to sedc me out more 
perseveringly, and .to sacrifice me to his 
Tengeance.; This advice was worth r^^ffrd- 
ing ; and, having made Nanna fully ac- 
quainted (as his condtlct warranted me in, 
doing) with the circumstances of Sagoonah, 
I be^ed him to go to Satarah, and make 
every inquiiry possible respecting the youth 
to whom she had been betrothed. I ^agreed 
to remain in Poona, and await his returnu 

The foregoing jdan b^g fixed upon, 
Nanna prepared to set out. He proposed 
that we should start U^ether; and when 
the two spies were some way on the road 
before us, I should suddenly return to 

H S 
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VhdiA #ffh me tX %M #ome«i NttniM, 
Miefi h6 df iModk %d tfaft^ltet^ #^ «(l (sly 

ct3itii}iaUidii iind (m« af the fetottll^i The 
i^dmyh With NitiiUft ittis tb pky h^f ^ti% 
by ti^ii^, te^iiig h4if hdiiS ai^ etilM 
iSjrthptOiiis bf gi'ief. By thb taeAm there 
<iduM b^ ^ dtmbc but the i^ies wtrald be 
diec^it^d ; the li'kVelten wo^ld not think of 
itttlif hing to ]P6bhi^ Mi ^cftld n^agine tfte 
)Sl^^hded ^ffianii W^re i^om^ i»f tbehr own 
gkng, eteiplby^d by GMbbA^ dr Kokoo. If 
that i$hduld t)^ ih^ ^ase^ they would most 
liki^ly proceed td Sdliitah at on^; ahd 
should they sei«e the WOm^H^ it was time 
ehotigh idien ibf thein to ^d out their 
ihistake, ahd tet h^t- go again. The plan 
&}5peai^ to tA^ usiei\il fot t^otifOsing the two 



caansaries; and we all left Poom die ieh 
kmiag^ dagr^ ccmckidkig the iraix<ller% m 
Btiidt were on befote ufi. At tbe^part c£ 
the Txmd, agreed upon, I tmned back wBCk 
the ymmgBSt wBiao; to« Poonak Un&r* 
tuiuda^ this di^ the sfks were hfkmi 
uA mstead. of bong ki fron^ aft nfe made 
sure they were. A£ter trtveUing a &w 
coss back, we met them &ce to faee^ The 
woman muffled up^ aikd so did I ; bat ikey 
#eeognbed us,, aad stood and looked afteir 
nsr tor some tnse. The separaliop seemed 
to confuse them^ and they appeared to hesi^ 
tate which party they dionld feUow^^Nan^ 
na's or mine. I left thenv however, in 
ifcpparent uncertainty;;, fbr both die woman 
and myseif being mounted on tattoos^ we 
floggied the animals, and set off in ^good 
q>eed to Poena— the beasts quickening 
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their pace, as they knew it was : their road 
home* By. this means we left the travellers 
a good distance behind us in a few minutes 
after we had started* On arriving at Poona, 
I dismissed the woman, after paying her the 
stipulated reward. She was a stranger to 
her companion who had gone forward to 
Satarah : and I was careftd to recommend 
her immediate return to Thannah, in order 
to prevent any intelligence being obtained 
from her respecting myself, if she remained 
in Poona, where I designed t^ sojourn for a 
short time. The woman took my rupees 
gratefully, and we parted. 

The first step I took was to change my 
appearance a« much as possible. I got 
shaved, and disguised myself as well as I 
could, and then sought a very, retired lodg-i 
ing. In the house in which I fixed myselC 
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lived a bange]H>ii at the court of the.' Ei%* 
lish collector. This, collector was aaoflScer of 
the arnqr, collector) and judge tat the same 
time* . A-desilre from my past experience 
and. knowledge '.of the law at: Broach, led 
me to. examine intd the state of its admi- 
nisth^n at.Poona upon .finding I pos- 
sessed such, an oppbrtunity, and hayings 
moreover, little or nothing, else to occiipy 
my. .time. . My fellow-lodger, like many 
others, gained ; a livelihood by knavery and 
chicanery in the arbitration ^suits; he held 
his nocturnal meetings, and : met his . arbi* 
tratiourgangs at all hours of the night. 
His name was Loochajee, iEmd he managed 
to be concerned in almost every cause. His 
intendons, in this respect, were admirably 
seccmded by the prevailing system of ad- 
ministering juistice by arbitration. He con- 
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totted tb ytiiiOk liiittself by {>tuiid«iing botk 
]dakv^ ttini deftehdMiis. 1 win €iiide«vour 
n^ ^h^ >^f T^u&er^ an aocoui^t of the sy&- 
€6ttl (Of ptiti(^3^t 0^ fttbitrado»» sdd to be 
ikr superior to the sytFtetn of yostite ^nferoed 
m Oufeerat, ^Hiteh I iiBVie elsewhere ex-* 
pkkicd: it will then be easy to judge iviiich 
of the two feystemci is ^st adi^ted to nffinrd 
ivftl mtd ^bstantial jttsrticeb At Pocma thene 
was no regutar jud^ «b in the oonrts of 
6«izerat ;-^k 'cbltector tif tbe wtBoae, with 
two asfeistants, wees e:s^cted to do every 
tking* tn 1^ admiaMrtttaoai of jimke ii^ 
obtained ^the assistance *of a puiKdM^et^vboii«- 
«i^ing of iive attbicrators^a pian said to be 
highly approved of by the Mrdyes, it bdmg 
their owvi costomaary mode of settding ^is- 
T^oteB ; but, if a better mode were poimed 
out, k does not seem to me that they woald 
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liiespise it. Trials by ptmc^yeC flouridied 
most^during the power of the great Pocma 
minister, NtnnaFumaYese; when no files 
of undecided suits we^ ever heard of. The 
difier^oe between that time and more re* 
cent ones was, that then three-fourths of 
the decimations of suits, wese never al-? 
lowed to be put on the fik-«a very simple 
method of keeping it elear. .. Under the 
EngHsh, almost every plaint was admitted, 
and referred to arbitrglion; the conse* 
qu^u^e of this being, that a sufficient num^ 
ber x>f persons to sit on aiJ)itrations could 
not be fo«isid; and those who did sit had 
no pay, either from die litigating parties c^ 
&6m the government. A few respectable 
merchants and others had no objection to 
at .now and tlien upon a punchayet; but 
it eoul(l not be expected that such would sit 
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every day in tbe.year, and leave their own 
concerns, entirely to settle the business of 
others . gratis* Even supposing they were 
paid for their, services, the fee. would most 
likely, fall short of the! profits, arising firom 
their own exertions in their daily avoca- 
tions. A marked man, or having the re- 
putation of ability, would be constantly 
called upon. The punchayet consists of 
two persons named by the plaintiff, and two 
by the defendant, the government nomi- 
nating the fifth or umpire. ' The latter I 
never could discover to be of much use : he 
was designed to see fiur play, and. prevent 
delay ; but, in the event of two arbitrators 
being for the plaintiff and two for the de- 
fendant, the case could only be settled by 
the umpire, who was always expected .to 
decide it one way or another. If he allowed 



PANDURAKG hIr!. 1^7 

an award that was unjust^ he was called to, 
account for it : if he reversed or intierfered. 
with the opinions of the two arbitrators, 
either for plainti£P or defendant, he was 
sev^ely censured for so doing: his office 
was thus completely neutralized. At length 
no respectable natives would sit as arbitrar 
tors; and the court was, in consequence, 
haunted by fellows like my fellow-lodger, 
Loochajee-— men who could write and read, 
and were respectable, as far as external 
appearance went, but in reality were der 
praved and unprincipled. By such meix 
came, at last, to be decided the claims of 
the inhabitants of Poona for justice ! The 
method by which they turn 'their trade to 
account is, by first securing a large retain- 
ing fee from the disputants who nominate 
them, and then they contrive to follow up. 
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the first fee by numerous others; so that 
the richest man is ahnost sure to xdn his 
cause. Oftentimes the arbitrators are all 
in league, an^ divide whatever comes to the 
net in equal portions :--in this case diey 
apply themselves to mm^ao the defendant. 
In Poona thk word has several meanings ; 
sudi ad, to buy a person over, to talk over, 
or to persuade; but it is meant also to 
tbreat^i an individual, and in that sense it 
is^ generally used by the adlntrators when 
in combination. The di^rent -arbitrators 
come to the defendimt, and state that they 
liav« determined he shall pay to the {dain** 
tiff^ certain sum of money : he objects, and 
they teU hihi he had better comply^ and sajr 
before the umpire that he is satisfied; for if 
he doesnot, they will fix the sum to be paid 
at double the amount, and then he nitist 
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j)fty, or go to a gaol by their decree. This 
k <tem>mitiated the mmjmniig system; and 
the p<M>r defendant has the option of pay- 
ing a comparatively smiedl sum of money 
by his own free-will and eonaen^ or of 
figreeing to be ruined by a decree of the 
court. The arbitrators having been well 
feed on both sides before they read a pa- 
per in the cause, put on their lawyer-like 
looks, and lead the unlucky defendant be- 
fore the umpire in . die court-room. The 
foreman <rf the party presents the -decree, 
and t^ umpire asks if die party is satis* 
fied. Hie poor devil, kaiowing the power 
of the arbkra^ors, joins his hands, and an- 
swers, " Ho, m,ha,r^,'' — yes, my lord. He 
is theft ordered to pay the MK»iey forthwith , 
and the arbit?rators, like my feBow^lodger, 
retire to hunt ^own fresh garae. ISiould 
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these men be at any time detected in their 
malpractices, it is a matter of indifference 
to them, as they have no character to lose; 
and should they be marked out and never 
employed again, they think themselves lucky 
in having made what they have contrived to 
secure. 

Another class of persons, who I found 
turn a penny by the sale of justice, are the 
hangers-on of some inferior offices of the 
courts, who just cook up cases, and then 
make the disputants believe that, through 
their interest, their cause will be admitted 
without delay. The Mahrattas, well aware 
of the difficulty that existed under their old 
government of getting heard, think that 
the same difficulties exist under the new, 
which is contrary to the fact An agent 
sat daily to receive petitions, not one of 
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v/Uch was presented without a gratuity 
being paid to some hanger-on in the court, 
who had pretended \ to the petitioner he 
eidier will or has spoken to the officer of 
justice in his favour, and that he , may 
iadvance and lay hii^ document safely on 
the table, and rely it will be received and 
a,t|;ended to in consequence of their inter- 
ference* In Gnzerat, where the govemr 
ment receives all fees for admitting suits 
according to the amount sued for, every 
one knows what he- has to pay on filing his 
suit; and, at all events, feels confident it 
will be attended to in turn. Notwithstand-^ 
ing all the pretended advantages of the arbi- 
tration system, the files of causes were soon 
found swelling to a prodigious size; for, 
though there were two or three gangs of 
arbitrators appointed, they were so dilatory 



16^ PAKDUBAHO HARL 

that btttiness fleeiimulitted fiuter diaa ihey 
defiptfldMl thcnu B«t^ diough. Mttle wass 
^tkct^d m the way of ddspnedk, thekv judl^os 
wenfc «?«r feachf td take a fresh fee ot a 
new cause* Th«M) my ISeilaw^lodger had. 
civemy eases or hitfid at o&ce^ on all of 
whicli he bad taken care to podbet tho 
money, l^ould be be detected, he w^ 
knew he was safe on the credit «ide of the 
account^ wkilo his clients would have Id fee 
his ffacoessofi and be dsped twice over. At 
length a gendeman was appointed to the 
office wbo saw into the devices of idiis class 
of men : they determined^ hcwever, to get 
rid of him at aU hazards. They collected 
together charges against him that werc^ 
groundless in themselves, but which they 
offered to substantiate ; and he was recalled, 
for their benefit and his own ruin. 
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A ihflitttfy itidlvidiial ^As |>lftced at the 
he^ of ihf6 dvil dapatixotMt ttt Pbonfi; 
^Odtke): of the sWititke jMrdfessrkHl at Sotimiby 
Ahsnedntigur, ahd Kflfid^^b : these wetv 
sriected for tfaeh^ khcmkdge of the Ma^ 
i^ttas iffid their Iwi^age. Yet tbfe could 
fa^rdfy b^ ttttt; tat I heard of for bett^ 
sicholaris in the two Coiieati% who could 
write a Mahratta letter and read an answer 
in that tongue; whereas not one of these 
ihiUtary EiigUshmen in the Deccan could 
understand the ^ccmtents of a lettei* uttless-it 
w^re read to him by an attendant ckfk ! In 
dto^uence, xhe latter might read whatever 
he pleased to make the contents of the do^ 
ciunent in his hand to be. In the Concan^ 
gentlemen not x>f the military profession 
conducted all their business in the Mahratta 
tongue; while those of the Deccan trans- 
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acted theirs in bad Hindoslxuiee, so as not 
to be comprehensible to either Deccan 
Brahmin or Deccan Coombie. The former 
were therefore infinitely better fitted for 
the purpose of judges than the latter, and 
it seemed to me bad policy in the govern-, 
ment not to see this; As to the punchayet 
system, it will not do, if the Engli^ wi^ to 
distribute justice to the inhiibitants, and do 
not wish to discourage applicaticMis for re- 
dress, and thus force the people to settle 
their own differences amopg themselves* 
I found those civil-militaiy men so eager to 
call in arbitrators, that they proceeded to 
try criminal as wdl as civil cases by them. 
The folly of this, however, bec^ne too ap» 
parent to be long allowed, and the govern* 
ment issued its orders to discontinue the 
trial of criminals by this method. 
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CHAP. VII. 

After remaining in Poona some week^ 
and hearing nothing from Nanna^ I became 
very anxious respecting the future, and 
finally determined to set off for Satarah 
xnyself. I was convinced something very 
iineiq[>ected had occurred U> prevent my 
receiving tidingsfrom that quarter. Del^y, 
too, was prejudicial to my future views; and 
therefore, muffling ' myself up one dark 
evening, and taking my sword and dagger, 
I left Poona, travelled all night for better 
concealment, and in the momii^ crept into 
a shed, eating only breads and dried gr^in. 
I^left my hidi^^place at night, and again 
proceeded onwards, thus dfoctuaUy conceal- 
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ing my movements. On the morning of the 

third day I reached Satarah, where I found 

every thing qf^ Qfifi evening I wait 

into a temple to make puja to the god; 

I staid a muck longer time there thw was 

customary, Jbeeauss I imegui^ I wif^t 

hear sonlethuig ii«tere$ti|ig respi^cting fHiji>- 

lie affiurs fnNn ihe people whQ re|M^ 

•{faith^. In <lhis espee$»ii<m I Fas 4^Pi?K 

pointed, as I theard nothing tbiM: fmii h^ 

of ^ leai^ serinee to me. The Ip^eU i^Sfid 

hetare I prepaeed ito leave Jb0 if^mmrj^f^ 

sp&tf And 4he smBiS l^^ip ibramipg b^Offe 

thp image ei^i^ ^ ffifts >d«r)i)«^ J 

.groped my wfiof Umif^ Am f^^$h(4^ 4^ 

liad j^i^xsipssed it wbpn di^ mm^ <ktym(^ 

stmi^ »iy ear. It ^m ^wA^a;^^ pfsc^l?^ 

sp^kigji^teiided io ^wt^ i^tmv^ Pft 

-to jndce fiH|^ 101^ «^ b^ 4p^l9^B!|i ^^9^ 
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Maret tmoftafitbn. Ji& 1 imagiasd ikeir 
Movcarsaticm mj^it rebte to jpolhicS) I he* 
came amcioits to gaiia acHne infenofttioii $ 
und iiasdng just flufficJent ttme to do so uor 
cdiserved, I r^^aitered tbe tempda and con^ 
oeale^ myself in a j3omfr« The two persons 
f^tacedf and sorted Ihennsietv^s «i IJi^jceoine 
of the buihSyatg. One ^f them b^w (7 
^Kcliun^i^y ^^ So you are jwat its ^ley^ » 
ffiUow as yoi^r compfmion ; you faftve faeen 
^ Jhi3:tiiiie njt PoQiia» ond have hotiosHu} 
put thiit ^undiirac^ Hacir'--^ What ooiihl 
I do?" repUed ^Sm 4iiher {bUo^ ifchom J 
hn^w ^ be iSnaAAsL ; '^^ he .^uded me, -as i 
be£n3e exfAiined to jy^ou."-*^^^ fi^ame .cw 
ytmi^' obsevmd the fisst spfodBcr, jwhom I 
hMWito :be Kd»io, *^ to jdogidwm att tthi 
ipsgrlftom Guwcftt, and Ibin to lose rsight 
vSthstas wi^Uo :tpkro Ijayi' noai di of (fiitfmih^ 
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Then, again, your sagacious comfmnion the 
bullock-driver, to bring us a woman no one 
ever saw or heard of before-^^an old hag, that 
it would be common charity to drown ! 
Sagoonah is no doubt in Poona, and that 
devil Pandoo is with her. You say you 
met them returning thither and pursued 
them, and that your companion pursued 
the other man ^and woman, whom nobody 
knows i or cares about However, I shall 
take good care of the man, and will not re- 
lease him until he gives me informiation 
whereby I may secure his fiiendand Sa- 
goonah.'* — " We shall get them^yet,'* said 
Gambia ; . ** there is plenty of time yet to—** 
— « Dolt, idiot r cried Kokoo> « there 
is not a moment to be lost - Who knows 
but the rajah may die to-morron^ ? and has 
not Sagoonah's unde declared He will not 
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advance a rupee to Gunput Rao until the 
latter shall produce his niece and she is 
Boarried to Mahadeo?. This Sevaje isalso 
supposed to be in Satarah, ready to produce 
liis claims to the .throne : how theh^ is there 
time to spare? Now what stupid wretches 
have yo.u two been !" — " Not so fast," cried 
GiUnbia ; ^^ did you never misk catching 
tike birds yourself at Broach?"—" Yes," 
swd Kokoo, "because I depended on that 
sneaking villain, Premje: woiild I had 
knocked out his brains!" — "Perhaps. you 
have," observed Gambia.— r". I fear, not," 
said Kokoo : "have you any tidings respect- 
ijtig Sevaje, or his place of conceahhent?" — 
*' None," was the reply. "That is the pld 
answer," said Kokoo ; " done nothing and 
know nothing, and still expect to be p^id ! 
I see it is useless to trust such scoundrels as 
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you are. Gunput Rao must be indepeo* 
dent of the ridi banker, and strike a blow 
wiHi the means he already has in hispoe-^ 
session. "w-<< He will £ul then,'* said Gum* 
bia.— ^^. Scoundrel ! say that again,'* retorted 
Kokoo, *^ and it shall be your deadi. He 
shall not fail: though we wade through 
rivers of blood, either he or his son shall ut 
on the Satarah musnud.'' — ^^ But Sevqe 
has a party also," said Gumbia. — " He has,** 
replied Kokoo, ^^ and they march to*morrow 
ni^t for a strong hold to the souAward, 
and will be cut to pieces on the way :— do 
you know the fortress where they now are ?" 
— ^ Yes,*' replied Gumbia, " on Ae h^h 
hill, eight coss from hence.** — ^ Well, dien,*' 
observed Kokoo, ^^ they quit that place, 
and must pass through deep ravines. Oar 
tro(q)s will meet them hemmed in there. 
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and'aDiiiliy«te the presumptuous followers 
^ d)^ unwary Sevaje. Hasten you to 
Hbssein, my brave Mahomedim Ueutenant^ 
aad bid him prepare and meet me on the 
open plain at no<m to-morrow." The two 
villains then left the temple. 

I determined, as sbon as I could, to pro- 
ceed to die hill4brtress, and apprize the 
garrkon of Ae designs ci Kokoo. I left my 
hiding«-place mudi grieved at finding Nanna 
had fallen intx) the hands of our enemies. 
It was more than probaUe Gabbage would 
^ain see him^ and, remembering his former 
omduct towards him, com^dete that whidi 
it was not his £»ult was not finid^d when 
he stabbed him in the cave. I shouMhove 
been most happy to overhear the place 
of his confinement;^ but Kokoo didnotmenr 
tion it, and it was imposrible for me to 

I 2 
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inake the discovery without' son^ c^e.^ -I 
fdt sure Nanna woidd n^ver betray m<e or 
Sagoonah^ I could only hppe that ^chapce 
might conduct me to the place where, he iras 
detained, and that I might, by. spme means 
or other, be enabled to .^fect his liberatipn. 
:I was not at an equal loss, to know where 
jth^ troops .of Sevaje were posted m^ I 
Ibcc^rdingly hastened to the. hills, on , the 
summit of the. highest of which stood a 
strong. fordAed tower. I a$cended the 
rugged path that led to the gates, of, the 
fort* On arriving at them I knocked. for 
lidmittance, and an, old man thrust out his 
head from a loophole over the door^ and 
inquired who disturbed his slumbers?— 
*^ Slumbers P' I angered, " who woul^ ex- 
pect to fin4. any one asleep inthin these 
waUs? tf tfais be the case, awaken tbeg^uri- 
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SOU) Slid let me have an audience of the 
commandant."— ^^^ That thou hast abready," 
said the old man^ ^ and for one very good 
reason*— I am* the only person k contains." — 
" What!'* I criedi " are not the troops 
withm?"— « No, I tell you," said the old 
fdlow; " they left me in the dead of night." 
— •** Then all is safe," I exclaimed ; " I came 
to apprize them of their danger on their 
march through the ravines."—" They must 
then, by this tnne, have met with it or 
avoided it," observed the old man : " but who 
are you that appear td be so vastly knowing, 
and unaccountably kind to our troops?"^ 
"'Hush !" I replied, in a whisper; " this is 
no place for politics. If you will admit me 
into the fort— *—•* — ^** Stay a minute," cried 
the wary old fdlow ; " you do ^ not take n^ 
£G^r such an ass,, do you? Get you gone 

I 3 
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from hence inslandy} or you shall have a 
matcUock'^^ullft or a BheeFs arrow after 
you I — ^Ho ! begone*'* So sayixkgy he poiiited 
the muzzle (^ a matchlodc through a loop* 
hdie towards me, which caused me to use no 
little expedition in getting away* I mad^ 
the trusty, old guard a salaam when I got 
at random-^hot distance^ and soon reached 
the plain. 

Whether the troops had left the fortress 
<Hr not^ I coiild not presume to decide. It 
w|i0 probable the guardian there had mis- 
informed me on purpose^ coQceiving me a 
spy in the emj^y of Gunput Bao« Know*^ 
ing Kokoo was in Satarah, and /seeing 
little chanced of obtaining intel%en6e re* 
specting the youth to whom Sagooiuh 
had been betrothed, I determined upon 
taking advantage of the present moment .to 
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proceed to Indore, in hopes of once mort 
fidling in with the goatherd of the glen, or 
of gaining some intelligence respecting him 
fix>m his friend Shewdhut Wanee, to whom 
he had before referred me. It was the cur- 
rent rqx>rt that Sevaje (whom I had strong 
reason for believing to be my old friend the 
goatherd) was concealed at Satarah. This, 
however, was but report, and there was no 
chance of my arriving at a certainty upon 
the subject, without proceeding to Indore 
and making the needful inquiiy, and learn- 
ing, if he really were at Satarah, how I 
was to discover him« I had no time to lose» 
and therefore I travelled as £eist as I could 
towards the city, for I had no money to 
hire tattoos; and, after a six days' laborious 
march, I entered Indore. I had expended 
my last rupee; and, hungry and wretchedly 

J 4 
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fatigued, I presented myself before Shewd- 
hut Wanee. A thoulsand tiines I r^retted 
having &llen in with the Bheels, and beiii^ 
phindered of the silver ring given me by 
the goatherd. I felt that the friends of the 
old man were obliged to be exceedingly 
cautious respecting their knowledge of him^ 
circumstanced as he must be; and that, 
without some undeniable proof of my ac- 
qufdntance tdth him, I should not be 
trusted even by Shewdhut. Upon my re- 
questing an audience of Shewdhut, a lean 
meagre form lifted up his head frpm his 
acc6unt4KX>ks, and said, <^ I am Shewdhut 
Wanee, brother; what do you want?* I 
replied I came in search of an old man, for 
whom I had a sincere regard; who bade 
me, should I wish to communicate with 
him, apply there. " Old man ! — ^apply to 
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mef* cried Shewdhut; " why^ tdoiLt keep 
old men P'-*^" You are right,'' said I, " to: 
be cautious; . but, rely upon it, I am no' 
deoeiver;. forthis^old man gave me a ring 
(wUch I described to Shewdhut), and said 
diat, upon idiewing it, you would conduct 
me to bun*" Upon my sajdng this, he shut 
his booV aiid, looking me very closely in 
die &ce, beckoned me to follow him into 
Uie interior of his dwelling, I obeyed, and 
Wanee, upon our being seated, held out his 
h«id for the ring, which he bade me pro- 
duce. I was now compelled to relate by 
what unfpreseen accident I had been de^ 
jnived of this valuable token of my iden** 
tity. I ended by expressing my hopes that 
my description of the old man, and of the 
ring he had given me, would be a sufficient 
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proof to him that I was no ckoeivcry. but m 
sincere fiiend, who panted to serve the re^ 
duse with all my heart. The Wanee would 
not refuse me Ins confidence^ but he gave it 
me very warily and cautiously. He said he 
recollected the recluse had mentioned to 
him something about a young man whom 
he was anxious to see ; but that^ it being s 
long time ago^ he had quite forgotten what 
he said. << You must know, young Aia%" 
continued Shewdhut, ^^ that the person you 
seek is not in Indore." I told him I ez-( 
pected as much; but I asked if be was not 
at Satarah ? Wanee said he was. and he 
was about to join him thete; andif I wouki 
go also, he would be my guide. This was 
singularly fortunate for me^ and I expressed 
my readincay to attend him thith^- imme-< 
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dktely* He proposed to leave Indore in two 
dajBf and I promised to be punctual in njjr 
attendance upon hiin for that purpose. 

Before I arose to depart I b^ged Wa- 
nee to inform me whether the relations 
of Sawunt Rao^ my old benefactor^ were 
stiU in Indore. « They are," said he ; ** but 
how dost thou know these people ?" — " I 
kiiew Sawunt Rao^" said I, <^and served 
16 his army.***-^" Indeed P* observed Wanee, 
^^ and what is your name ?" I replied, 
^ Pandurang Hafi." He then i^ed if I 
was Sawunf s adopted son, and if he left 
me any money when he died. I answered 
according to the facts, adding, that I must 
except a kurdoorah chain, found on me 
when I was a chUd. Wanee then inquired 
where the chain was, and I told him it re- 
mained with the relatives of Sawunt <^ It 
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must be !'^ said Wanee to himsdf, miisiiig 
as if about some mystery, « Young man, 
you must possess yourself of this chain^ and 
take it with you to Satarah. Ask me no 
questions^ But stay — it may not be ! yet it is 
strange — an embossed diain^ say you?' I 
nodded in the affirmative^ very naturally 
wondering at the same time to what all the 
mystery tended. He then bade me describe 
the dasp : I replied it had a sndke's head, 
with two rubies for eyes. " It is what I 
thought V said Wanee ;" we must he off 
to-morrow, my young fiiaidw He who first 
bound that chain round your loins pants to 
behold you." I asked who. that was, with 
some eagerness. Wanee answered, " He 
whom you seek, the recluse of the glen — 
your father !" — " The recluse, the old goat- 
herd, my father ?' I exclaimed : " O good 



PANDURAN6 HAR!. 181 

Wanee, bring me to him ; let me clasp liim 
to my heart ! Have I, indeed^ found a parent? 
Say, is it Sevaje ?' — ** Silence ! let not that 
name pass your lips. Walls have ears,'^ 
said Wanee, " and whispers are oft^t^ar- 
ried upon the air : silence akme is secnrl^.' 
It is the same whom you knew — the goat- 
herd, the recluse; and ere long he will 
welcome you as a kiHg and a father !'* — 
" Then Ishwar be praised !'* I rejoined, 
<^ and nerve my arm to crush all hiis enemies. 
Has my father given up every hope of find- 
ing me ?' I inquired. ^^ He has long since 
despaired (^ doing so," said Wanee : ^* often 
* has he conversed with me upon the fatal 
events which tore yoii from him ; and has 
frequently alluded to the embossed cfafdn, 
which he himself fastened around your waist 
on the dreadful night of your separation.** 



183 PANDUBANG HArJ. 

I then demanded if Wanee had all along 
been the friend cyf nr)r unfortunate parent ; 
he answered in the affirmatire, and that he 
leaved my fia^l^r's life; but bade me seek to 
know no more at that moment '* Yes,** 
I cried, ^^ I must hear more. Did my fa&er 
mention a girl who was betrothed to me 7* 
Wanee repUed that he did. I eagerly de- 
manded " if he knew her name." — ^ This," 
said Wanee, ^^ I never heard him mention. 
But from him you shall yourself learn more, 
if, indeed, as you appear, you are in reality 
his son. Let us hasten, to regain your chain, 
and then push on to Satarah, where your 
^Etther now sojourns." — " Thanks," I cried, 
^^ my best friend ! and may the great Dum 
reward you for all your goodness !" 

We set out accordingly for the house of 
Sawunt Rao's widow, and being introduced 
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into her apcurtment) I made myadf known to 
her. She arose immediately, and welcomed 
me wiA much sincerity. After I had made 
inquiries req^ecling the health of her family 
as well as her own, I asked her req>ect* 
fiilly for the silver chain left me by her 
husband. She desired us to seat ourselves, 
and withdrew, saying, she had not forgotten 
her promise to take care of it for me. In 
a few miiiutes she returned with it in her" 
hand. Shewdhut examined the silver kur- 
doorah minutely, and declared openly his 
opimon it was the identical chain he had 
so often heard spoken of before, i He de- 
sii^ the widow to t^U him what her hus- 
band said when he presented me with the 
chain. The widow replied, that he said he 
bequeathed the chwi to me^ because it had 
been found on my person when a diild^ and 
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he had preserved it in the hope it might 
lead to a discovery of my parents. Shewd^ 
hut observed that he was now convinced 
all his surmises were correct respecting me. 
The widow expressed her hope I should 
soon discover my fnends, and was curious 
to learn whether I had already found any 
cue to my parents. Wanee said he hoped 
we had, but that it would be wrong to be 
too sanguine, and that she should in due 
time be made acquainted with the result of 
our inquiries. 

Wanee now requested me to return with 
him to his dwelling to sleep that night, say- 
ing he had a comfortable apartment for the 
accommodation of his friends. Sleep, as it 
may naturally be supposed, was a stranger 
to my eyes ; and I lay all night restless and 
haunted with reflections on the strange dis- 
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closures which that day had brought to 
light by means of Shewdhat Wanee. I 
could iiot believe it possible that I, a })oor 
houseless wanderer^ could be Ae lawful 
successor to a musnud; that in a short 
time I should clasp a father to my hearty 
when I had been so many years a desolate 
outcast : this was a happiness which I never 
could have conjectured to be in store for 
me ! I moreover reflected that it was pro- 
bable I was the being to whom Sagoonah 
had been betrothed; for though Wanee 
did not recollect the name of the girl, I 
felt almost convinced it could be no other. 
This idea was the source of infinite delight. 
Was it a delusion? It might be, biit it was 
much more probably a reality, than my 
being the son of Sevaje, and a prince. 
When I reflected upon my affinity to Gab* 
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bage^ I shuddered at his crimes, and thought 
how little I imagined) when listening to 
Mahadeo's tale in the Pinduree fort, that 
the rdater was my cousin, iidio had sworn 
to persecute me. These reflections kept me 
awake during the whole night ; and, as soon 
tis It was morning, I went to the door of 
Shewdhttt'6 room. Not hearing him stir, I 
called out, and was answered by his wife, of 
whom I demanded whether her husbimd 
was ready^ She replied, he had been gone 
out an hour before, ^^ Gone,'' said I, 
^* and not called me ? Impossible I" — ^ He 
went to the temple,'* replied the woman, 
alarmed, << to make piija, intending to return 
and summon you to attend him on his 
j<mmey to Satarah." I inquired how long 
it was since he left his chamber; and she 
answered, " A full hour." I ran immediately 
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to the temple. The morning was clear and 
beautiful; and with br^tthless haste I en* 
tei*ed thd edifioe^^ut I could find no Shewd"- 
hut there^ and I was leaving the place in 
despair, when^ to my surprise and horror, I 
discovered spots of Uood upon the pave^ 
ment* Some one, it immediately struck me^ 
had murdered lum, and carried bfi^his body* 
«-^How Was I doomed to bitter disappoint* 
m^[Vtl The motive which led to such an 
act could not be plunder, it was evident ; for 
at sudi a time it was not likely Wanee 
would have had money about his person^ 
I searched every wh^e around the temp}e 
without efiect The traces of blood disap* 
peared at the entrance of the buildings so 
that on the exterior there was no mark or 
thiCk to direct the pursuit. I hastened back 
to SSiewdhut's wife; and, with tears in my 
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eyes, related what I had seen, and my fears 
of the worst having happened. • I bade ber 
hope, however, that it might hot be the 
blood of her huisbahd, and that he might 
still return. She b^an immediately to beat 
her breast and tear her hair, screaming in 
so frantic a manner at the same time, that 
her neighbours ruidied in fironi all quarters 
to demand the cause of her loud iamenta* 
tions. " Oh! my husband, my husband P' 
wfere the only words she could utter; while 
I informed the bjF-standers of the event 
which we had too much reason to fear must 
have/happened, requesting some of them to 
accompany me, and try if we could get any 
further tidings of Wanee, who, if alive, it 
was reasonable to surmise could not.be very 
far distant All bewailed the fate of their 
late neighbour, but not one volunteered to 
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accompany me in. search of the lost man — so 
yery careful was each individual present of 
l»s. own security. 

Disgusted at such conduct, and impatient 
pf delay, I sallied forth again from the 
l^ipuse with my sword in my handy and once 
more entered the temple* I saw no pne 
there, and then I proceeded to s^rch a 
s^l^l grove at the back of the building. 
The. grass was trodden down apparently. by 
several footsteps; thence I tracked feet to 
die open plain, where I entirely lostr^e 
piarks. I continued my search until evening 
unsuccessfully, and I then returned to the 
distressed wife of Shewdhut, disconsolate 
and unhappy. . I found the. poor woman 
stretched on her bed, almost exhai^ted by 
weeping and sorrow. I feared; to disturb 
her; as, by having nothing comforting to 
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communiGate, I should Init add to her sorroir. 
I sat down on the tlureshcdd of the door, 
meditatmg on Shewdhut's disappearance, 
and thinking that my hopes of beholding 
my £ath%r were now almost annihilated. 
Still I determined to proceed to Satarah, 
and spare no labour, when there, to find out 
Sevaje's present concealment. Having the 
kurdoorah in my possessicm, I couM not fail 
of being acknowledged by hhn as his son, 
if I really were so, although the presence of 
Shewdhut would have facilitated the means, 
and hastened the time of investigation. 
Fastenii^ my turban under my chin, and 
patting <m my shoes, I was leaving the 
street in which the house of Shewdhut was 
dtualed, when, to my astonishment, I was 
surrounded by a crowd of Wanee's finend^ 
who made me their prisoner, calMi^ me 
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Shewdhut's murderer. It was in vain that 
I endeavoured to convince them of their 
mistake : they hurried me to the police- 
office, where, the whole affair having been 
investigated, I was fortunately released. I 
call myself fortunate, because, on being 
charged with such a crime by a mob, I did 
not get more ill usage, and was suffered to 
depart. I did not go in peace notwith- 
standing, although the kotwall released me ; 
for the people still maintained their first 
opinion of my being, directty or indirectly, 
concerned m Shewdhut's murder; and I 
was hooted, hissed, and pelted out of die 
dty, as if I had been the greatest criminal 
that had ever been within its walls. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Being once dear of the people aind in 
the open fields, to which I had run until 
my breath began to fail me, I was sur- 
rounded by night, which had began to close 
in before I was clear of the city. I still 
however, continued my journey towards 
Satarah, until I was overcome with weari- 
ness and fatigue. I threw myself down 
under a tree, and sank, almost worn out, 
into a sound slumber. I was awoke by 
the loud snorting of an elephant, which, 
with his djiriver upon his neck, was proceed- 
ing along the road. As I was rousing my- 
self, the mahouhut called out, <^ Hollo, 
brother ! what — asleep in llie jungles at this 
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lime of the year!" I replied, traveUers 
wearied by long marching had no choice 
left, and the shelter of a tree must, in such 
eases, be put up with. *' Whither art thou 
going?'' asked the driver. I told him to 
Satarah. " Well, that is fortunate," re- 
joined the mahouhut, ^* for I am bound 
tliere also, and will give you a ride upoa 
the elephant.'^ I thanked him, and tapping 
his animal on the head, he cried, " kneel 
down.'* The huge creature obeyed, and I 
dfimbered up his side, and when seated, 
the animal arose with us at command. It 
was the first time I had ever rode upon one 
of these sagacious beasts. The eleph&nt 
was sometimes troublesome, in which case 
the n^ahouhut thrust his goad into the hole 
of a wound behind the animal's ear, which 
he said he never suffered to heal, and it in- 

TOL. III. K 
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stantly bad the good sem^ to b^qome svh^ 
missive. The mahotihut observed^ that he 
had {mother sore place which he probed 
when he wanted the animal to quii^en his 
pace, and another when he wanted to 
make him scrQam, or i^tt^r a salaam in 
praise of hi^ Iprd and master. I inquired 
his master's name, and b^ informed me it 
wa$ Holjc^'s dewmt 0^ pritpe^punister, 
adding, ^< and a good niastcpr be i^ for we 
all act a$ we like, md, fill our bellies by 
doii^ the people to the extent of our fim- 
cies.'* Thus, the mahouhut scarcely ever 
ceased chattering about one thing and ano- 
ther every minute of the jpurney, exf^pt 
when he called put to ^his elephmit, Ckulj 
cAi«4 or "walk <m quidc," accomp^tnying 

the wcurd of command with f^ kick behiiid 

« 

the creature's e^r. The beast lyent along 
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snocting.and'pHiffing ait a brisk mX^ and tb# 
driver ifv^stuld begiia to talk to me ^^* I 
iiu}uited what news tfaare was at Indoce* 
** CMi, iiothfog particiilar/' replied the Sdr 
low; <^aa old wanec^^ tbey say^ ]»aa.bfiea 
murdered (chul, chiil, Saba!)^ and it is 
supposed a ^stranger,., who lodged in his 
house, is the giulty pcffson; but our k-otwall 
could see no gsQuod.for thecbarge^. ai¥lre* 
leased the^st^anger, who. was no doubt very 
glad to get off. For my part, if KerJrasUy 
did JdU the ojd grainrseUer, I ibinlb he did 
a good, act; there aiie$ too nuoiy/ of these 
miserly iM niscids in^ IndorfK^. and. Aft: 
^aia is ao dear a jpoor man rofis( ali^Mst: 
starye.'' I »emarfc^ I did not think that 
was his .case; for he, afq;)earedi in* epodi-^ 
lent condition. ^^ Me ? no, no, old littteh 

* Or shopkeeper. 
K 2 
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ffodje* here gives me hfdf his flour and ghee ■ 
daily) and he must be fed, let grain be at what 
price it may. You know it would little re- ; 
dound to my: credit to mount myilord:on a' 
lean brute.-'. I observed that what he said 
was true, ncH* would it redound to his lord's- 
credit to be driven by a lean mahouhut. ^ 
" Exactly thus,** replied the driver, " and^ 
thus Futteh and myself are, you observe, in 
excellent condition, not among the spare. 
creation." 

This mahouhut was a merry good-natured 
fellow, and at any other time I should have • 
entered into» and enjoyed his jokes; but 
now, recent events, and my an^ely for the 
future — ^the idea of finding a &ther, or of 
being crossed by s(»ie mischance in my en* 

* Epithet applied to the elephant, meaning *^ 
torious.*' 
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: devours to penetrate to his retreat, pressed 
• upon my mind. I could not long continue 
to feign an enjoyment of the felloVs wit, 
and to put on a jocularity that must sit. but 
very awkwardly upon me. The driver soon 
perceived I was not his match in spirits, 

* 

and that I often relapsed into silence and 
. thoughtf ulness. He would then console 
. himself with a song, stopping frequently in 
the midst of his ditty to cry out to his ele- 
- phant, « Chul, chul, Baba !" The last halt 
,we made, before reaching our destination, 
w^ at a small village, where the driver pur- 
posed to dine, together . with his beast. He 
being a Mahomedan, I could not dine with 
him : but he said he would give me some 
raw rice^ if I. would accompany him to the 
grain-shops in. the small bazaar. Having 
fast^ed the elephant's hind leg by a chain 

K 3 
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to a tree, and put a rope round his fore 
legs, we entered into the barafir. To ob- 
serve the airs the fellow put on, he mi^t 
have been taken for the dewan hims^ in- 
stead of )iis niahoahut. He twisted his 
mustachios, and cocked his turban on oQe 
side, folding his arms a-kiinbo before a grain- 
shop, where, in the midst of a few half- 
filled baskets of grain, sat cross-legged a 
stanned meagre Marwarry, the owner of 
the i^op. ^^ Ho ! you skin a,nd bone Mar- 
warry,'* cried the driver, ** up with you, 
and supply my lord the dewaii*s el^hant 
with rice, ghee, fkwr and jngre^'^ Be 
quick I say, or, by Allah,- 1 will shew you 
how my elephant serves those who will not 
feed him."— " Jrry deo^ koii hcn,'"\ cried the 
grain merchant ; " I have no rice^ no ghee, 

* Coarse sugar. f An excl&inatii»n. 
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no floiir, no jagree. Your beast Svcmld eat 
up all in the village." --^ " Silence^ yon 
rascal," cried the mahouhut, " or I will re- 
port you on my return.'*— ^-^ Indeed," said 
the poor detil, " you mast go to the potail ; 
I have no supply of what you demand. 
Good driver, don't distress me ; go," added 
he^ in. a low whippier, ^^ to the shop of Lak 
dass m ifbeiiext sti^eert^-^hU granaries a,re full 
of every thing you want.^'-^" Well, well," 
answered theibahbtifaut, ^^ if he has not any 
I ^all retem to yon." We then went on 
to Lkldas^; bikt'faie having probably heard 
of the gi^t devdtir^r that was coiiie into 
the village^ and Miowing that if he parted 
with his graih he w!oQld neVer be paid for 
it,, had carnally shut up bSs shop. In a 
violent rage^ the mahodhut returhed to the 
Marwtory ; but he, taking advantage of our 

K 4 
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absence, had done the same thing before 

we could return to him, and most carefully 

secured the avenues that led to his rice and 

flour, in the midst of which he had no doubt 

taken up his quarters. The mahouhut then 

went to the potail, saying, " Here I am— 

do you choose to feed us?"—" What can I 

do?" replied the pck)r fellow, ^I cannot 

make grain." — " Very well, my friend," said 

the driver, " you know the consequences i" 

The potail shrugged up his shoulders, and 

said he was helpless, for the grain-dealers 

had shut up their shops. '* Then, by AUah^" 

said the mahouhut, " they shall soon be 

opened." Having said this, he went to the 

place where he had left his beast tied up, 

and roaring for his food. Loosening his 

chain and ropes, he scrambled upon his 

neck and rode him up to the shop of Lai- 
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dass,' wfaidi was merely the verandah of a 
house, closed up with a number of narrow 
planks which served for shutters. The ele- 
phant stood close Willi its enormous head 
touching the shutters, and his rider called 
out, ** Ho ! within there — I want rice." — 
** Chauml nuyhuey'** cried a voice from 
^thin. « Bring flour then," said the ma- 
houhut ^^ Attah nujme^^*^ was the reply. 
** Ghee then." — " Toop nUyhue^X answered 
the shopkeeper with a hearty laugh, as if it 
was a good joke. " Give me jagree then,*' 
said the driver. — ** Gor 9tti,Atie,"$ responded 
the shopkeeper. " I will see if jou tell truth 
then/' answered the mahouhut ; and placing 
his heels behind the ears of the elephant, 
and goading him in one of the sore places 

• No rice. t No flour. 

\ No ghee. § No sugar. 

K 5 



S09 PANDURANG HARI* 

he had before mentioned, he exclaimed^ 
^ Tor dudlo BtAai zoor *c."* The cunning 
animai, as if it iinew the ficmr was behmd 
the flhiitteis^ butted at them with ftiU force, 
and crash they went to jHeces ift an irist«H^ 
and discovered Laldass in the ikiidst f^ 
jAeni^ tumbling affrighted over his ba^ts 
of gTMn.--*-^* Oh, mercy ! tiiercy !" he cried ; 
'' here is &mrr ghee^ rice and si^ai^ 
good mahoubuili'^take whcU you want/*^-^ 
" Baseal/' cried the ch^iver^ "I have a 
great mind to m^e the ejephalit squeeze 
thd breath out^ of yi»ur miserable body, for 
giving nie> so mudk trouble. .Come, fill my 
sacks^i or I will not ^are youw" The wo« 
meni of Laldass now came finrwal'd, and 
filled the bags with every thing he wanted^ 
for which they did not get a single rupee in 

* ** Break U to pieces, old fellow, withi all ^w might.** 
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return. The bags being placed on the de- 
phant's back, the animal walked majestically 
away, the mahouhut saying to the poor 
devil of a grain-dealer, *^ Perhaps I shall 
not report you oii my return to Indore, 
provided you have a second supply ready 
for me as I come back. Don't ^ve me this 
trouUe again/' The fiunily bowed in si- 
lence. We now sought the potail, who had 
provided wood for us, and some sugar-canes 
for the dephant to eat while the bread ^as 
baking; and we once more secured di^ 
animal, and left him to munch them, while 
we attended to our own cookery. ^^ Did you 
ever £fee such rascals ?" said the elephant-^ 
driver. " They would no more mind see- 
ing me and my elephant starve, than you 
would mind seeing them hanged." — " Not 
th^y^" I replied ; " but it is well we are not 

k6 
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out of Holkar's dominions; for, were we in 
those of the English, we should, I fear, be 
made to repent our feat" — ** Perhaps we 
should," uiswered the fellow ; " but as the 
case stands, we have nothing to. do with the 
Toope Wallas, and I heartily wish they 
were driven out of India." — " We must 
fight harder than we have yet done to ac- 
complish this," I rejoined ; " but were it 
not for the bad management of your master 
and the other Rajahs and rulers, those fo- 
reigners would never have done what they 
have. Holkar, Badjerao, and Scindea, are 
always ready for war — and when it begins 
they run away from it This is the way the 
Toope Wallas have got so firm a hold among 
us, and we shall, I fear, never live to see 
the end of it" — " What, you say may be 
very true,'* answered my companion, " but 
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hang me if I know any thing about the 
matter; but I do know that, as long as I 
drive an elephant, he shall not starve, come 
what may." We pursued this discourse no 
further; and as soon as the elephant had 
devoured his bread, rice, and sugar, we 
continued our journey. Nothing more oc- 
curred until -we perceived the hill on which 
the seven-towered fort of Satarah * stands. 
I then deemed it prudent to alight ; and, 
thanking the mahouhut for his kindness, I 
walked, well muffled up, into the city. 
, In the streets I saw groupes of ill-looking 
fellows conversing, and their appearance 
convinced me there was something of im- 
portance about to take place. In one part 
two men passed me at a quick pace ; one 

* Called Satarah, or Sath-Istara, or the Seven Stars, 
or Pleliades, from its seven towers. 
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of whom I felt certain was Qabbage Gooshu 
They wete out of sight in a moib^nt ; but, 
frcmi their hurried manner^ I had a oonTic* 
tion that mischief could not be far off;— 
perhaps some plot was on the ere ct ex*» 
plosion, as my intelligence respe<iting the 
state of af!airs gave me good reason to 
surmise would be the case. Having lio mo- 
ney and little food, I determined to fast until 
the next day ; and I rambled about until 
I reached a durhm sallah, which wa% very 
fortunately, unoccupied. Here I took my 
silver kurdoorah, and secured it about my 
person. It was too small to go round my 
waist, but I wound it twice round my arm, 
getting the snakes' heads to meet, with some 
difficulty, and fixing them by the small 
screw attached to the ornament. I had 
scarcely done this before I b€»rd voices 
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app^^Miehing; and presto tly some men en<i> 
tered^ carrying spearb and matchlocks. 
Seeing me sitting unemployed, they cried, 
*' Ho, brother !— do you want a job ? if so, 
come with us, and load yourself with some 
of these weapons," I inquired whither they 
teere going ; — they told me where pay was 
to be had. I asked who were their em- 
ployers; and they said they were persons 
who would either be kings or beggars ; but 
upon my questioning them further, they 
told me that was neither here nor there, but 
bid me jump up and assist them, for it was 
no time to be idle. I desired them first to 
tell me whom I was to serve ; and one of them 
cursed me, and said, ^^ Shoot him ! he is one 
of Gunput's spies !"— « Hold P' I cried ; « I 
am not inclined that side the question, any 
how." The men then bade me come along ; — 
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I piled several matchlocks on my shoulders, 
and followed them through ravines and over 
hills, until we came to a very considerable 
cavern. Here one of them gave a: loud 
whistle, which was answered by one more 
shrill, and of longer continuance, from within. 
Not a word was spoken by my guides, until 
a light gleamed from a recess of the cave : 
one of the men then said, taking my wrist, 
" Come on, but utter not a word." The 
bearer of the light now approached us ; and, 
seeing me, asked me who I was. One of 
my companions answered that the load was 
too heavy for them, and they had theref(H*e 
hired me. Some whispering then took 
place between the men who arrived with 
me and the person who bore the torch, 
which ended in the latter addressing me 
nearly to this effect: — " Stranger, you are 
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at liberty to return from, whence you came, 
or to enter the cavern. If you choose to 
go away, here is your hire; if. you prefer 
to remain with us^ you must not depan 
until certain circumstances dissolve our 
band ; in which, provided you will enlist, 
we shall be happy to accept your services : 
but you must not flinch from the cause you 
Jhave embraced; you must bind yourself 
by a solemn oath to be faithful to our cause, 
and to promote our objects even to death/* 
I begged him to admit me, and to state to 
me the nature of the service in which they 
proposed I should embark. I said I was 
fearful lest I should enter a den inhabited 
by Gunput Rao and his party, in whose 
cause I would not engage ; but if I did so, 
and found after all that I was admitted of a 
party I could not support, — ^how could I 
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retract ? To suppose no worse, after what 
I had said, the cavern must be my prison 
until the present disputes were settled. T 
said I had no objection, should an oppoi^ 
tunity be afforded me of so doing, to take 
a conspicuous part in fighting for the un- 
fortunate Sevaje, whom I "had eviery reason 
to suppose I was bound in honour to serve ; 
but to fall into the hands t)f his 'opponent 
would, indeed, be a dreadful thing for me. 
The tordi^bearer, seeming to fedi my emv 
banrassment^ desired me not to act in tod 
great a haste. ^^ No deceit is ever prac- 
tised here," said he ; " the troops of Sevaje 
fight in open and hcmourable war&k^ fot 
no guile is suffered in his name ; and it is 
the i^am^ in all other matters in whidi bis 
followers engage." The name of Sevije 
and these statements (which I was conscious 
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no agent of Gabbag^ would tise or make), 
determined me how to act. I made a 
motion to the torch-bearer to lead me on, 
and delivered to him my sword, as a sign I 
submitted to an engagem^it on his side of 
the questioh. He then led me^ with the 
other men, over several rugged places, until 
we came to a wide stream that flowed, sob- 
terraneoUsly through the cave: across thk 
a doot presented itself stndded with iroh 
spikes of enormous dimeflsions. On a id^ 
nal being given from without, die dooF ^^as 
gradually lowered, until it finrmed a bridge 
a<nross the stream. We passed ove^, and 
entered a spadous place^-so much so, in'- 
deed^ it seemed as if the whole hill had been 
excavated to form the apartment. In this 
excavation there sat twelve men, partly in 
armour, and before them were provisions of 
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all kinds. A hum of numerous voices was 
heard, proceeding from different passages 
on the right andJefl hand of the hollow or 
great chamber, which I immediately con- 
jectured to be Sevaje's strotig-hold. Who 
knew but he nnght himself be there, or one 
of the twelve men before me ? I was so in- 
tent in regarding their features, and so oc- 
cupied with my thoughts, that I did not 
hear one of them address me, until I was 
puUed by the sleeve by the torcb-bearer, 
who stood at my side. Having satisfied my 
own mind Sevaje was not among them, I 
craved pardon for my abstraction ; and one 
of them repeated his question, demanding 
my name. I determined to use no deceit, 
lest, on being discovered, I should not be 
trusted in their affairs ; I therefore replied, 
** My name is Pandurang Hari." Several 
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voices spoke at once : — ^^ Is it possible !" 
cried they. " Am I known, then," I re- 
sponded, " by any of this gallant band ?' — 
'* Your name," said the first speaker, " is 
familiar to us; — you have enemies, but your 
lucky star has led you here. We have cer- 
tain information . of persons lying in wait 
for you at Poona, where, it is reported, you 
have concealed a girl, named Sagoonah. 
Not being acquainted with your person, we 
deemed it fruitless the attempting to find 
you out, and warn you of your danger and 
of the secret attacks of your enemies. But' 
how did you ccraie from Poona hither, and 
escape the assassins that lurked about for 
you ?' I informed them in return, that I 
came not from Poc»ia, but from Indore. 
They inquired if I came alone : I said an un-^ 
happy man, who I feared was no more, was to 
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havi^ accompanied me* They a$ked his name, 
and I told them Shewdhut Waoee. **By 
Ishwar! the very man," cried the chief of 
the party ! But say> how know you he is no 
more ? How were you acquainted with 
him ?" I told him my life had been one 
unfortunate scene of disappointments and 
hardships ; that I had been bunted through 
the world by an unrelenting enemy, who 
had.^worn to take my life. I hsd fled to 
Gujserat from the Deccan-r-rbut I was al- 
lowed no rest: my enemies fi^owed me 
dosely> and dogged me back to my own 
country. I had been tricked by kjotaves, 
robbed by Bheels, and pursued by assas- 
sins !*^that9 it so happened, as I was flying 
from the latter, I fell in with an old man, a 
goatherd, in a glen near Asseerghur» whose 
life I by chance discovered was in jeopafxly* 
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I made this drqumstance known to him — 
we conversed together, and were mutually 
pleased. I thought his resignation and 
n^unners, and his hidden misfortunes, most 
touching : I swore to s^-ve him, should it 
be ever in my power to do so. He told me 
he should quit the glen, and proceed to 
Indore,where lived a Wanee, named Shewd- 
hut, who, on my producing to him a silver 
ring whidi he left with me, would conduct 
me to the place of his retreat * Circum- 
stances afterwards made it necessary for me 
to visit the goatherd, from whom I con* 
ceived it possible I might learn something 
regarding an unfortunate and persecuted 
girl already named : that I went to Indore 
for this purpose; had an interview with 
Shewdhut, whom I convinced I was no im- 
postor; and h^ at length, told me that the 
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goatherd was not at Indore, but at Satarah, 
whither he was himself proceedmg. I then 
mentioned the disappearance of Shewdhut 
Wanee, and the reasons I had for believing 
him to be murdered. 

The chief of the party heard me conclude 
my story, with melancholy in his counte<> 
nance at the fate of Shewdhut. The whole 
twelve now whispered to each other in so^ 
low a tone, I could not catch a single sylW 
ble of what they said. The chief at length 
begged me to retire for a short time, but to 
await their call. The torch-bearer arose,, 
and, opening n little side-door, desired me 
to fcdlow him. I then entered a small 
square chamber, covered with mats, on 
which he bade me be seated, and left me to 
reflect on my singular adventure. In iabout 
an hour I was sumiuoned again into the 
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presence of the council— ethe chief of which 
desired me to be seated in front of him. I 
obeyed, and he then commenced by staling, 
that they had resolved to ask me a few 
questions .more^ which I might: or mitght 
not answer, as I saw fit; but that, in an- 
swering them^ there was every probability 
of benefiting mylself. Moreover, having 
heard my answers, they could better deter-: 
mine how far to entrust me with the $ecrets 
connected with their cause^ and the obje.^t 
they had in view. I bowed assent, and they 
proceeded: — *f Have you. any reason to ber 
lieve that the goatherd you mentioned is 
any other, than a . private individual ?' I 
answered, " I have every reiason to believe 
him to be Sevaje, the lawful sucoesBor to 
the musnud of Satarah.*' . They then bade 
me state my reasons ; and, fearing to faint 
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at th€ chance of my being has bo% lest it 
shouM not be so afber all, ahd I skould be 
esteemed presumptuous^ I answered, ^ diat 
Shewdbut bad dropped some pvetty strong 
bints to me, and some expressions bad e£h 
caped bim, from wbicb I gathered tbat sucb 
Was tbe case — ^indeed, I fell, certidnpf it." 
Tbey tben inquired who Sagoonah was. I 
replied, ^^ a girl betrothed to a young man 
who has never been heard of." — " How 
ciame she under your protection ?" I an- 
swered, ^^ She is. not under my protection; 
she lives with her aunt. I am acquainted 
with them, and wished to marry the girl ; 
but the unc^tainty as to the fate of her 
betrothed husband prevents dur umcm." 
They then inquired where I first knew her ; 
and I told tbem how I had rescued her 
firom die hands of murderers^ and had aided 
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in concealhig her from them to thi» dety* 
1%ey next questioned me if I knew any of 
the murderers ; and I told them that one 
was tmtoed Gabbage Oonsla^ who WA& also 
nn enemy of* mine^ ** Indeed !" c?ried the 
chieftain. <^ Know you aught of this 6ab^ 
bage ?" I replied, " Yes ; that he was Ghm- 
put Rao, the pretender to the musnud 
of Satarah."*— «* Has be a lawful right ?* 
inquired one of the twelve. " No«e," I an- 
swered ; *^ he is a villain and a mwcderer f ' 
•—^ How c«R you speak so positdiveJy ?** 
questioned the chief. I replied, ^Becituse 
I heffrd his history from the mouth of his 
own son, Mahadeo.'**-** TRbfe^ is veiy 
strange T exdkimed several cf die eoundl 
at onee. <^ it ]|r so," I riemarked ; <* dbr^ at 
Ae time t heard the scto say thiss, be had 
no idea he eft^r should meet Ms k&m 
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again, or be in any condition to aspire 
to the throAe— ^he was then a roving Pin-' 
darjee.'/ , 

' Afl^r this I 'Was desired to withdraw 
again to my. seat in the small chamber: I 
remained there another hour, when I was 
again summoned. ^^ Young man," said 
the, chief, ^^ knowing so much of the history 
of Sevaje and Gunput Rao as you do — 
whose cause will you espouse?" I replied, 
that of Sevaje ; and that I would serve him 
honestly and &ithfully with all my heart ; 
that he; shpuld have no more devoted ad- 
herent^-no staunpher supporter. " You see, 
theu,'\he added, ^< men before you now who 
will; die for Sevaje; — ^if you are sincere, will 
you enrol your name amoitig ours, and take 
the. oath we shall prescribe ?" ' I answered 
tha;t I would. Upon this a naked sword was 
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presented to me, and I was desired to re- 
peat the following words :-*^f I swear by the 
holy cow, biy fire and by water, to aid and 
assist Sevaje Owdhut in his attempt to reign 
in Satarah ! I devote my heart and body 
to his cause, and I will oppose and contend, 
even to death, with his: enemies, on water 
or land; that neither cold nop heat sbaU 
deter me firom pursuing them, nor moun- 
tains nor rivers be obstacles to turn me aside 
from this my purpose ; that neither rewards 
nor threats shall . bias me to, the cause of 
the traitor Gunput Rao, or his son Mahad^; 
but that the last drop of blood in my veins 
shall be to Sevaje ! And I bind myself 
also to obey his officers, and aid and assist 
them in battle and council, should my ser* 
vices be so needed; and if I fail, or act 
contrary to this advice, may Ishwar judge 

L 3 



S2S FANIHJaANO HAR). 

me P' Z ihm tcmched the fvord^ foid wbb 
aUowed «o nedre. 

No gc>eat while after thi% ti»e chie^ or 
he who seemed to letd the eounalf came to 
cae, seated himself by my side^ laod entered 
itt onoe into eonversatioiL Among oliher 
things, he told me Ine thought I mnst be 
various to }niow how my name became ao 
^weH known to then»; bat that the Act waa^ 
their spies had overheard a man named 
Kokoo, a chief of Ounpnt Bad's farce^ 
propose my assassinatkxn. From ^ conr 
^rsation of this man and of others, it wna 
^eTJdent I was considered a person of some 
<Mmseque9ice, whom it was very desir^Ie 
to remove ont of the way; lience the sop- 
prise of the council at hearing my name. I 
observed that Kiokoo had an enmity to me 
from a private eautse, and wholly indepea**^ 
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dent of his zeal for the cause of his em- 
jdoj^r. I then naai^at^ my advjentnre at 
the caveni* The conversation finished by 
my receiving the offer of die icommand of 
fiAy mem, who were trained to the duty of 
both horse land foot sddiers, that (hey 
night act as dnannstances should require. 
I accepted the command with gratitnde^ 
and neipiested his name, that I might ao 
knowledge 3ns commands as my superior. 
His name, he said, was Naroha Taitia, a 
jagheerdar, wJm had been deprived of < his 
estates unjusdy by the piresent rajah of 
Satarah. Seeing no diance of obtaining 
justice by suppcnrdng Gunput Rao, he had 
linked himself with die other side, and 
woiild stand or fall with it, as he could rely 
on Sevaje's justice. 

I now Tentured to inquire a little how 
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our public affairs stood, and what were our 
resources. ' I found the troq>s were more 
numerous than the money at hand would 
maintain; and that the death of Shewdhut 
was a loss in this respect, as he had always 
su{^lied Seyaje with: cdsSi. How Gunput 
Rao could discover diis was a mystery ; but 
there seemed little doubt he had been mur- 
dered by Gunput's agency. The chief of 
the ooimcil kft me soon after this, hoping I 
should attend them on the morrow. In the 
mean time, I had an of^x)rtuhity of observ- 
ing every thing that was going on in the 
cavern, and that there were nearly three 
hundred men scattered about^ all cheerful]^ 
confident, and to appearance very well ap- 
pointed. I found that an equal number 
were assembled at another strong hold a 
few miles ofi^ and that as Gunput Rao was 
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known to have no more than four hundred 
followers, we hoped to profit by our supe- 
rior!^ in numbers, as well as in valour. I 
inquired where Sevaje then was, and found 
he was in Satardi, though Gunput Rao be- 
lieved him in one of his strong holds. I 
found orders come from him daily^ and that 
a despatch was then hourly expected from 
him. He had very fortunately a sincere 
friend at the court, who held the office of 
dewan, and daily informed him of every pro- 
ceeding known there. By this means Sevaje 
was aware of Gunput*s intentions, as the 
reigning rajah was no stranger to any of 
them, and Jbefriended Gunput. 

The next morning, on the assembling of 
the council, a shrill whistle was heard from 
without. All were eager to learn what 
orders the messenger had brought The 
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a;ppi^ri^d, and taking off ]m ivifhmh pro^ 
^uc^ .9 filled n))I. The cbief of the 
09»mU took it, and reading the oontealSf 
firsft difinissing tjbe m^sa^^er from tbe 
$hai9(M^r9 he tojd U3 that if ever we $truek a 
de^lsiv^ blow, npw wa^ our mon^ent* It 
aj^ared that Ounpul^ Ra<r bad for some 
^me been petitioning the ri^ to restore 
bim bi$ eisitat^, which hiad been long ago 
sequestered upon his 4jNsappeiM^$AGe. Not 
e^mt^fit with doing this, he bad al^o success* 
.£aUy claiJn^ his brother'^ on {H^etmce of 
bis havii^ be^ murdered* Moreoyer^ on 
giving, or promising to giw to tbe minister 
pf the r^ah, an i^ormous sum of monejr^ he 
bad obtain^ an order on the treaaury far 
ibt arrears of both estates^ as annually o^ 
l^ed JGr<»n the time -of thdr sequestratioiu 



This money \fas to be issued to. him the 
next day, at the hour of five in the evening, 
and he would no doubt convey it imme- 
diately to his strong hold, and therdby raise 
9Si overwhelming feroe, wbidi it would be 
madness in Sevaje to resist The latter, 
therefore wished, as the despatch stated, 
diat the band assembled in the cavam 
should march against a fortified village, 
whidi was named, on one of Ounfmt's 
estates, and destroy it while the^ troops at 
Sevaje's other hold should lie in ambus-* 
cade for the treasure of Gunput on the road 
fix>m Satarah. If these two attacks suc- 
ceeded, the foUowers of the party attacked 
would be paralized, and a favourable re- 
action be thereby produced in favour of 
Sevaje. The chieftain concluded by re- 
questing us all to arm. This was received 
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wi^ cheering, and the cavern rung with the 
animated shouts. The despatches further 
stated, that Canooje, who commanded at 
Sevaje's other fort/ would be with us on 
the morrow to arrange the plan of attack. 
Orders were then given to afford him the 
most rapid access, and the council broke up. 
All now prepared for the events of the next 
day ; the arms were put in oi*der,' the am- 
munition examined, and every heart iseemed 
elate with the prospect of behg actively 
employed^— some perhaps with the hope of 
plund^ as well as of glory. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Before the day broke I was awoke by 
a centinel) who called me to attend the 
council, for Canooje had arrived. I hurried 
to the great chamber, and was introduced 
to this chief, with whose courageous and 
lofty presence I was much struck. His de- 
portment was noblo, his. air military, and 
his cotSntenance elevated and pleasing. I 
found that the determination to place Sevaje 
upon the Satarah musnud had originally 
proceeded from him, and that it was by his 
interest and efforts all the principal jagheer- 
dars of whom the council consisted, had 
joined to aid in the cause. It was now 
settled, that at four o'clock in the afternoon 
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we should storm the fortified village belong- 
ing to Gunput Rao, whilst Canooje's divi- 
sion was placed in ambuscade among the 
ravines, within five mil^3 of Satarah, through 
which the treasure of Gunput Rao must 
pass; and, ha:ni^ made themselves masters 
of it, bring it to the strong hold as die 
nearest place of safety. Our division was 
ordered to despatdi intellig€«ice to Canooje^ 
while he remained in ambush, of the result 
of our attack on the village; at tl^ same 
time, if we failed we were to renmin, and 
Uockade the place to prevent the garrison 
having a communication with the detach- 
ment that escorted the treasure. Thus the 
corps that formed the escort could not be 
increiised in strength, and the diance of 
the discomfiture of our design was more 
i^imote« 
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TW pbm of altaek bemg thus fiaaJJy ar- 
raBg^d^ Canooje kft us to return to his 
troops. When. I found tbaA the whole of 
our str^^tb kn the cavern was ordered to 
inarch on the village^ I suggested the pru- 
dence of leaving a party behind to protect 
it. I observed, that the ^aemj would 
hardly omit to fittack it in our absence, 
for we should not have marched far before 
Gunput Rao's spies would convey to him 
intellig^ioe that the qavem had been va- 
<;ated, and that on our return we should 
run the diance of seeing it occupied by the 
enemy^ which would be an eff^itual damper 
to our successes elsewhere* This suggestion 
was properly weighed, and ordered to be 
carried into effect by a majority of voices. 
Fifty men were left with a jummahdar for 
this purpose. If we arrived be&re the vil- 
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Jage at the hour of four, we should proba^ 
biy prevent the garrison from sending out a 
reinforcement to support the treasure party. 
In case the party had marched, we could 
then attack it in the open plain on our ad- 
vance towards the village, or leave a party 
for this purpose concealed in its line of 
march : we determined therefore to move 
forwiurds directly. All became bustle and 
preparation. I collected my men ; saw that 
they were properly armed and accoutred^ 
that their swords, shields, diaggers, and 
matchlocks were in order, and that they 
were well supplied with ammunition, scaling- 
ladders, and ropes, for we had no cannon 
to breach the village walls. When we mus- 
tered and marched away, I was much 
pleased to see the regularity and sobriety 
of our brave ccmurades, many of whom had 
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been soldiers under the fallen Peeshwa 
Badjerao, and were happy to be employed 
on the present occasion, when their pay was 
punctual, and they wei^ Well supplied with 
the needful munitions. Those on the side 
of Gunput* Rao were men of the same 
order, but not headed by officers as expe- 
rienced or respectable as ours; but by des- 
peradoes like Kokoo, who looked to future 
reward and aggrandizement from him whom 
they supported ; but were themselves among 
the unprincipled and dishonourable*. Upon 
our arrival at a deep hollow, we halted and 
concealed ourselves in it, sending out scotits 
to watch the motions of the inhabitants and 
garrison of the village against which our 
operations were directed, and which was 
only distant from us about two miles. Our 
spies soon returned, and informed us that 
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one hundred men ihad left- the village, and 
taken the road to Satarah, which passed by 
the place wh^re we lay coivcealed. We 
observed them approaching^ and, with a 
jununahdar and ftbout a hundred mep, I 
rushed (covbl our arabuah upon the unpre^ 
pared soldiers of Gunput« Though t^^a 
completely by surprise, they recovered and 
rastged themselves in %btiqg airay, keep- 
ing up so constat a fire from their match- 
lockfi^ that we could not attack them sword 
in hand ^ we intended. Their commander, 
however, having made them fire a volley, 
thinking to terrify and disperse u% our 
jununahdar ordered us to charge the instant 
their pieces were fired, and before they 
could reload, or even draw their sv/ords, we 
were on them. Nearly every one of them 
was cut down, and our victory was complete* 



FANDURAN6 HAH!* SS5 

We learned firom tk^ prifioners that the 
yiUage contidned about one hundred , and 
fifty men, wjbo were entirely unprepared 
for A hostile attadc Naroba, in consequence 
of oiir success^ was in. high spirits, and gare 
orders to majrdb directly upon the village : 
whidh we did at* oncey compelling the pri- 
soners to guide us with their anns tied 
behind them. On our arrival before the 
» gslies, we summoned the garrison to sur* 
reaider. A showea* of arrows was liie only 
ajoswer we received: upon whidi, pladog 
our ladders against die mud wall of the fort» 
we mouBted to the attacL I led the storm- 
ing party sword in hand. We found a 
munber of Bheels had been mustered for 
die defence of the place, wbom Gunput Rao 
had but lately taken into bis servke. These 
fi^ows galled us dreadfuUy with their ar- 
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rows; biit as our plan was to dose with 
them, we gave them few oppbrtumties, after 
our once efiecting a lodgment on the walls, 
of using their fatal weapons. The fort of 
the village was very small, and the garrison, 
taken by surprise, was cramped for room 
and in confusion. Part of them made a 
sortie, some for the purpose of fighting, and 
others of running away. Narcba at the 
head <of his corps met them, and having 
borne down all opposition outside the walls^ 
was coming up as I pursued the enemy out 
atthegate^ The Bheek stoqd outside in* 
active, fearing to discharge their arrows, and 
wound their own men, intermingled with 
ours. I now attadced tlie Bheels, who with 
the party that had been so anxious to make 
a sally from the fort attempted to return 
and enter it again; but I placed my meix 
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before the gates, ordering tbem to resist to 
the last any. bqfiy of the enemy that should 
attempt to force an entrance. The enemy 
seeing this, with great alertness ran to the 
scalingrla^ders, which still remained against 
the wall, and tried to force an entrance by 
their means. These intentions were quickly 
seen by Naroba, who sent round fifty men 
to keep a flankmgfire along the wall as they 
descended; inside, while another party per- 
formed the same manoeuvre on the outside : 
by,this:means they were tumbled headlong 
down in every dirciction. The Bheels, finding 
their own party woi^sted, sought for safety 
in flight to their native wilds. The other 
soldiers without : the walls, seeing there was 
no hope of success, fled for their'lives. Every 
thing bemg thus id our pofBsession, and not 
an enemy 1^ before us in less than an hoiir 
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aft^ we be^n tiie attadc, we proeeed^ tci 
launder : but we could discQTer only a ftsr 
pots and pans. Hiere wa% it is tme^ a 
good sttpply of gmjM, of whidi we ciffried 
off all we cocdd find the me&ns of eoavepMg 
away. 

Whilst some of the men were huntiBg for 
plunder^ they reported that they had foond 
a prisoner in a subterraneous oell^ and 
bound ta thewidl by astrong daaiiw Thodc^ 
ing the unfortunate being w»s some emcnxy 
of Gunput Rao, I obtained pemiissioiK firom 
Naroba to release him before we quitted 
the place t6> march, bac^. I thought jt pos* 
$Mb he might perhaps give us some inform 
maitiini of importance, and I went nrpself to 
his place of confinement, whkh was daaik 
and dan^ \ Not a sound save the choA of 
the unfortunate prisoner's chains^ could ever 
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be heard in it A s(d<£er w&s seat for a 
torch to shew us tiie way, and soon- yetuin* 
ii^ we reached the spot. On |^aeii^ the 
tx>rdi so as to see hi^ ooontenance, what was 
my surprise at observing my old and tried 
friend Nanna. ^ Naiina ! my deur friend) 
is it you indee<^ that I behold in this hor- 
rible dungeon^-^Speak ! you caimot have 
ftnrgotten me." In a voice feeUe attd faiM 
he replied, «* What, Pandurang, is it you— 
a friend, and here?*'—" It is in truths'' I 
answered; " thanks to the gods who con- 
ducted me hither/' I bade them hmak his 
chains, which was soon done, and Nuina 
and I were speedily in each other's asms. 
" Am I in a d^eam ?*' said Namuu ^ Bow 
came yon here-— can it be real ?* I.told him 
thh) was not a time or place for expknatioii, 
that I must lead him to my eontfades, who 
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would rejoice with me in the preservation of 
a friend. Nann% was weak, and it was with 
difficulty we got him to walk up into the 
air, the sudden effect of -^hich made him 
fwit. A .little of our attention speedily 
recovered him, and I related to Naroba the 
friendship that had existed between us. He 
congratulated me on the event, giWng his 
hearty assent to Nanna*s accompanying us 
to the cavern. I confess I longed to hear 
the particulars of his captivity. Curiosity 
was a leading characteristic in my dispo- 
sition, and I thought he 'must also fe^ not 
a little curious to know how I came into my 
preset situation. . 

llie tQtal destruction of the fort would 
hare, required more time than we could 
spare, or safely afford to remain, while our 
other detachments were in the fidd, and 
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their operations a matter of uncertainty to 
us. We contented ourselves with demolishing 
the gates, and as much of the walls as time 
allowed, and then returned to the cavern; 
having lost ten men, and others of our 
number being badly wounded, I myself 
reccivied a sabre-cut, which, though not dan- 
gerous, gave me great pain. It was late 
before we reached the cavern, and upon 
making the well-known signal, we were 
admitted once more. We found, as I had 
apprehended, that during our absence a 
party of the enemy had attempted to carry 
the place, but had been repulsed by the 
guard, which but for me would not have 
been left to protect it. The detachment 
which had gone in seaixh of the treasure 
had returned, not so successful as we hoped 
it would have been. Canooje stated that he 
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had lost twenty men, and that, although he 
had seized the moniey, to his great d&ap* 
pointment there was not half the sum he 
expected. He had learned from the pri^ 
soners, however, that tive bulk had been 
conveyed away in a diflferent direction; and 
that, his men not being in a condition to 
pursue it, they had returned with dbout 
seven thousand rupees in their possession. 
The money was well escorted, alid it ap*- 
peared that, if we had not cut up the in- 
tended reinforcements, Canooje would not 
have attained his purpose as easy as he did, 
perhaps not atnall. The n€Wsof our victory 
was no smiall thing, however, in our fa- 
vour, and tended miieh to les^n the (conse- 
quence of Ounput Rao, aikl to 'damp the 
spirit of his followers. Our wounded having 
been atte^ed, and every care in our power 
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flhewB tbesn^ we^txetofaed our £eitigued lindds 
an our mats, and sou^t a refiige in sleep 
fnmi our past labours. In the morning a 
council was held^ to consider what st^ had 
best be taken in pursuance of our objects. 
Canooje first proposed sending out spies to 
obtimn intelligence of the movements of <the 
enemy ; but this was overruled until the re- 
ceipt of another secret despatch from Sevaje, 
It seemed necessary, as we had lost so many 
men, to send out considerate agents to 
obtain recruits for our detachments. This 
was inmiediately done ; and Canocrje, after 
giving a full account of our recent proceed* 
ings, and the capture of the treasure, in a 
despatch to Sev^e, marched away from us 
with his well-appointed troop. 

There being nothing of moment to oo* 
cupy me, I hastened to Nanna, who was 

M 2 
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already shewing be made progress in his 
recovery from the effects of his barbarous 
imprisonment and accompanying starvation. 
I related to him the particulars of my his- 
tory since we quitted each other, and with 
which the reader must be already so well 
acquainted as to be able to recall them to 
recollection. Nanna in his turn informed 
me th^t, on .arriving at Satarah, he lodged 
the woman who accompanied him in an 
obscure house, which was the same night 
surrounded by the agents of Gunput Rao^ 
who forcibly carried her off ; but the next 
morning she returned, saying,^ the people 
who took her away had released. her. Nanna 
stated, that being intent upon finding out 
whether the boy to whom Sagoonah had 
been betrothed was living or dead,, he lost 
no opportunity of inquiring into the matter ; 
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but finding it in vain, he left Satarah for 
the purpose of joining me at Poona« In 
his way thither he was surrounded by ruf- 
fians, who bound him fast, and conducted 
him to the fort from whence we had rescued 
him. There Kokoo examined him, and 
desired him to tell where Sagoonah was 
concealed : he also made strict inquiries 
respecting myself. Nanna would answer 
none of his questions, but remained silent ; 
upon which he was sentenced to imprison- 
ment in thq dungeon, and natchne rotee :* 
this was to . endure until he should betray 
his friend. Having said he was determined 
not to do so, he was in addition chained to 
the wall where he was found. — I hereupon 
pressed this trusty friend to my heart, and 
related to him all I had formerly omitted in 
* Bread made of the coarsest grain. 
M 3 



248 PANDURANG HARI. 

dressed in this gross way, that I thought, if 
ever I reached such high honour,' it would 
then' be: full time enough to suffer the in- 
fliction of its hollowness, as some balance 
for the glory of the situation. Besides, I 
really felt conscious of my demerits, and all 
the flattery in the world could not make me 
change my opinion of myself; for I knew 
what my own conduct had been in numerous 
instances. It, is true I was brought up and 
educated by menials and base wretches of 
every, description ; I had been cast upon 
the stream of life to float along by myself^ as 
necessity or fancy directed ; I had been 
persecuted wrongfully, and obliged to resort 
to mean artifices oftentimes for existence 
itself. This had been .the case in youth, 
when passion is warmest, and reason pos- 
sesses but little influence. I knew that the 



PANDURANG HAR}. 249 

few good actions of my life were overborne 
by the many bad ones. Still I was, com- 
forted that I had bought experience, and 
been enabled to see the advantages of a 
steady, correct, and uniform line of conduct. 
Villainy, I was convinced, had but a short 
day, and upright intention would ultimately 
triumph in every circumstance of life. 
Mahrattas are for the most part bad men; — 
cunning, insidious, and self-Interested; but 
they were ever unfortunate enou^ to be 
badly governed. The bad examples of their 
kings and rulers were ever bdbre them ; and 
the corruption and vices of lesser persons in 
authority ccmtaminated the people, who are 
always profligate or virtuous according to the 
way in which they are governed. I observed 
to Nanna, that I had a deep dread at the 
idea of* being called upon to govern; and 
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the tnify chtatee I sbouM have of success 
WduM be to follow the example of my 
father, vfiiO' I hoped I should see (or 
many years ftilfillhig hk duties, and th«s 
I might become his scholar. My fiicBd 
Naiina upon this observed, tkat I talked 
Uke a bodk, atid that what I said must 
be true. He would oaly ask me, igno* 
rai^ As he was, to be aHolred to bask in 
the sunshine of my favour. I could not 
h^p la^B^lug, but told bim he might 
rdy np6n it } should never forget him. 
I saSd he must not be too sttnguine ; that 
I intended the same day to consult with 
l^aroba upon this snbjeci^ and upon the 
propriety of my making a visit to Se- 
vaje, as I fek unhappy at being kept 
16 long in suspense. I desii-ed Nftnna 
not \6 let a word drop upon this bust- 
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Dess in the eaverii) as he respected mj 
friendship^ and, any where else, not to 
let a word respecting it escape him. He 
promised me all I required, stated his de* 
termination to be faithful to my oiuse, and 
lefl me. 

Hiere w«re many solid reasons ifi4iy I did 
not wish to make public that it ^as pro* 
bable I was so nearly related to Sevaje^ 
One reason was, that it seemed to me possi* 
ble Gunput Rao might be induced to con- 
sent to a public inquiry, or an arbitration 
of the questton between my father and 
himself, and that tlie right of the lawful 
successor might be settled this way : for lie 
would, perhaps, be induced to abide by such 
a ^beision, as long as he thought Sevaje 
jtlone was living ; as, afler his death, Maha- 
deo would infidlibly succeed to the musnud. 

M 6 
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On the other hand^^were Gunput Rao to 
discover I was living, nothing would induce 
him to abide by any decree excluding. him 
and his son. With these notions on my 
mind I went to Naroba, and earnestly re- 
quested I might be allowed to visit Sevaje, 
having matters of importance to communi- 
cate to him. Naroba replied, that he him- 
self could have no objection, but that he 
considered it his duty to mention the request 
to Sevaje, in the first instance, and thenjie 
would immediately communicate his answer 
to me, I was of course obliged to consent 
to this step being first taken, and I pafiently 
awaited an answer from Sevaje, which could 
not occupy a long period of time in com- 
municating. Naroba and myself, in ^ in- 
terim, made the best use of our leisure. We 
had the sword-practice among our soldiers 
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every day, rendering them as expert as pos- 
sible in the use of their arms. I afterwards 
found the benefit of these lessons, as will be 
iseen in the sequel. I also exercised myself 
in every possible way; but, frpm the exertion, 
I found the wound in my arm inflame, and 
become exceedingly painful. At the time an 
answer arrived from Sevaje I was in very 
great pain ; but the reply being such as was 
consonant with my wishes, I determined 
that even the serious appearance it had 
began to put on, should not deter me from 
my visit to him, whom I had so much reason 
-to believe was my father. I stated my rea- 
diness to depart, and Naroba procured me 
a guide, desiring me to put on an appear- 
ance as unsoldierlike as possible^ The first 
' guide was to conduct me to a second per- 
iK>n, through whose means I should gain 
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admittance to Sevi^^ un^iisp^ted by th« 
eoemy- I obc^yed every auggestion made^ 
and followed my gurid6 widi a palpitating 
heart to a small wood> at a considerable dis- 
tance from oqf strong hold** My guide 
tapped at the door of a miserable hovel, 
which was opened by a lean, tall, emaciated 
old woman, lyho instantly admitted, us upon 
seeing the person of him who cond^icied 
me. Theire was something in the appear-r 
ance of the old hag which at fiirst led me to 
suspect treachery, and my suspicions wer^ 
not laid asleep on my seejing the guide and 
oli woman, head to bead, in a close whisper. 
I thought this was unnecessary, where all 
present were friends, and my bos<mi became 
filled with vague suspicions every thing was 
not right. The guide now went aw^y with* 
out uttering one word to me, and the old 
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hag seated herself opposite to where I sat ; 
but no effort of mine could induce her 
to enter into conversation. She mumbled 
unintelligibly to herself, until I b^an to 
get impatient, and begged her to lead the 
way whither I designed to go. She turned 
her head round and pointed to the sun 
with her shrivelled finger, and then to the 
western quarter of the heavens, froin which 
I judged we must not set out for Satarah 
until after the sun had set. It wanted full 
three hours' space of it yet, and being fa- 
tigued, and my wound very painful to me, 
I spent my time in no very agreeable way ; 
for not a single word could I get in the way 
of conversation from this mysterious old 
woman. I threw myself on a mat to try 
and sleep, but sleep fled far from me ; and I 
could only indulge in dreams of what the 
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future might have in store for me, and fall 
back upon my own thoughts for a means of 
employing a short period that passed away 
slow as ages. 
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CHAP. X. 

At length the sun having gone down 
blood-red, and left that tranquil gloom which 
so quickly covers the earth on the departure 
of an Indian day, the old woman tapped me 
on the shoulder with a long stick. I arose 
and followed her. Age made it necessary 
for her to proceed slowly, and a complete 
ignorance of the point to which she was 
leading me impelled me to keep pace with 
her. My impatience could ill brook the 
tediousness of such a mode of travelling. 
A man just hoping to behold his parent, 
from whom he had been separated nearly 
the whole of his life, might be excused for 
an anxiety to press onward and realize his 
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anticipated hopes; I therefore oflFered to 
procure a litter for her, or even carry her 
on my back, so that we might not linger 
away all night in our march to the city. 
The woman made no reply to my offers, 
but merely shook her head, atMl I was com- 
pelled to proceed at a snail's pace coss after 
coss^ so that it was past eleven o'clock ere we 
entered Satarah. My conductress took m6 
through the principal streets^ until we came 
to a shop where they so)d sweetmeats, and 
there she purchased several bits of burnt 
migar. We then visited a, baker's, wber€ 
she bought bread; and the fruit bazaar, 
where she obtained cocoa-nuts, betel-nuts, 
and pomegranates. In the last place she 
purchased a basket to hold what she had 
bought, and placed it upon my head; so 
that, in my present dress, I had exactly the 
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appearance of a cooly or porter, and was 
completely disguised. I followed her still 
la silence as before, and she led me^ to my 
great surprise^ towards the hill on which 
stands the seven-towered fort of Satarah. 
Observing my astonishment^ she for the first 
time told me to address her as mother, but 
not utter a single syllable to any one I 
Hiight see in her presence. The old crea- 
ture clambered the hill with difficulty, and 
when we arrived at the gate of the fort, she 
knocjced yrith her stick, and a sentry open- 
ing the wicket demanded who was there. 
She replied, " only old Bhowanee and her 
i^on." — " Ah ! mother,'' said the sentry, " I 
thought you had forgotten us : how do you 
sell your sweatmeats ? Come in." — So say- 
ing, we entered; the basket was taken from 
my head, the contents examined, and some 



260 PANDURANG HARi. 

purchases made. We were then allowed to 
proceed to the house of the officer who had 
the charge of the arsenal, an octagon build- 
ing in one of the seven towers. The old 
woman was admitted immediately, and a 
whispering dialogue began with the officer, 
which convinced me they were well ac- 
quainted. After some little further delay, I 
was beckoned into an inner room, and the 
officer resident in the house began to re- 
move a large ammunition box which stood 
in the centre of the chamber. I was won- 
dering what could be the meaning of this, 
and to what it all tended, eagerly looking 
out for the end of the mystery, and almost 
suspecting foul play; when I imagine the 
man touched some secret lock or bolt, for a 
door in one of the corners of the room flew 
open, and discovered a flight of stone stairs^ 
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which my conductress descended, motioning 
me to remain where I then was. The resi- 
dent in the house retired, and I was left in 
a most uncomfortable solitude, not wholly 
divested of fear, when I recollected many 
circumstances in my past life that, less suspi- 
cious in appearance, had led me into trouble. 
It was not without pleasure, therefore, that 
in a short time I heard the old woman re- 
turning, and greeted her haggard face at 
the top of the staircase. From thence she 
beckoned me to follow her, and I found my- 
self quickly in a very comfortable square 
stone room. She then opened another door 
in the wall, through which she disappeared, 
and again left me in solitude. I now threw 
off my coat, and lay down upon a mat, the 
wound in my arm torturing me severely. 
I had not been reclining many minutes 
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before the door through which my oohdvo' 
tress had passed opened, and she again ai- 
tered, followed by a venerable <dd man, who 
bore a lamp in his hand, the dim radiance 
of which did not suffice to give me at first 
a correct view of his features* Before. he 
noticed me he whispered something to die 
Woman, who reascended the staircase, and 
closed the trap-4oor, as I judged from the 
sound. 

I was now alone with him who wa^ most 
probably, my father. What my sensations 
were at that moment can I ever forget? 
Hope, fear, pleasure, pain, seemed to iiave 
possession of me at the s^ui^e instant: £littl 
awe, reverential regard, a respect for roy- 
alty, came Bpon me, and robbed me of aR 
power of utterance ! One minute would de- 
cide my fate, and cast the ilie of my Difo-* 
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rta^ me to honour, or dash me into the 
loMrest deep of misery 1 The old man, turn* 
ing towards me, now said, ** What, young 
axid valiant man, w^uldst thou with me? 
I have heard of thy bravery in my cause, 
and I cannot fear treachery from a brave 
man ! I have, therefore, admitted thee to 
mjr seclusion. What wouldst thou, young 
man, with me?" As he spoke, the light 
flashed up6n his features, and I recognized 
tlie old goatherd <rf the glen. "I would 
daim acquaintance, my lord," I observed; 
" we have met before." — " Ah ! where, 
where?" he hastily inquired, stooping at the 
same time to examine my features, as I was 
sitting cross-legged on the mat. ** Truly," 
continued he, ^^ I have seen ^at face before 

r 

-i-come to ^tie light; let me be certain." 
So saying, he bade me arise, and I obeyed. 
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" Yes," said he, " I have seen that face 
before." — " I think in the Asseerghur glen," 
I responded. " In the glen !" said he. 
" What ! art thou the youth to whom 1 
gave a ring ?" I told him I was the same; 
and, mindful of my promise, had sought 
him in Iiidore in vain, and had now sotight 
further, and fouiid him in Satarah. "And 
dast thou then take so great aii interest 
fti my fate, as to follow me from place to 
place? This is kindness I have been of 
late little used to. — But your arm bleeds ! 
I fear I atn the cause of much bloodshed. — 
Say, where got you that frightful wound?*' 
I observed, it was a mere scratch — thfe con- 
sequence of my own rashness. " Rather of 
your valour," said he; " for I guess how it 
i^; but it must be bound up, and thus the 
blood staunched." So saying, he driew my 
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coat, which I had taken off, over my should* 
ders, and began to bind itround my wounded 
arm* This sudden and unexpected act made 
me bare my right arm, on which was fixed 
the silver kurdoorah* He started, and ex- 
claimed, ** What ! what do. I see ? Nay, I 
am blind — ^my eyes are old, and fail me! 
It cannot be !— let me look again* It is the 
same ! Where got you th^t chain? — speak ! 
torture me not a moment longer !"— ^".It is 
my own," I replied, "and I feel I am in 
the presence of him who first bound it 
round my loins." — " My son, my son !", 
cried the old man, as I fell upon my knees 
and called him father ! A moment was 
passed in deep silence, which ended in a 
shower of tears, that, streaming down, my 
Other's venerable beard, fell warm upon 
my head. I can make no ^attempt to- de« 
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scribe my feelings at that moment, or to do 
justice to the scene. It was a feast of un- 
^>eakBble joy to my heart— a moment worth 
3^ears of adversity ! ' 

As soon as die old man was more com- 
posed, he requested to know by what acci- 
dent I had learned that his reoogniticm of 
the chfun would- wiurrant me in ocmduding 
I was his son. I related to him all that 
Shewdhut Wanee had informed me cf. At 
the name of Wanee he wept aloud, and 
desired me to state the paiticuliurs of his 
dis^pearance, as he understood from Na- 
roba I could give him «Tery particular re- 
specting it I then entered into the melan- 
choly detail^ once more. It was frequ^itly 
interrupted in the recital by his tears and 
bitt^ invocations against the perpetrators 
of the deed. He tiuem ref^urred to the kur^ 
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doorah, and exclaimed, ^* Oh ! that was a 
night of horrors, when I put this chain 
around thy infant body — it was a bloody 
deed, my Jeoba !" — " Is Jeoba, then, 
my name ?* I eagerly Inquired. " It is 
tfay name, my son, and happy was the 
day to me that gave thee birth; for, not-* 
withstanding the macliinations of my most 
deadly foes, Heaven hds brought thee to my 
arms !" — " May ybu t3e successful against your 
enemies !" I now observed, in order to lead 
away the conversation from myself. ** Yotir 
claims to the musnud of Satarah are just; 
and you have stout hearts devoted to you, 
my father, among your troops." — " Ah, 
my son ! would this dispute might be set- 
tled amicably ! Would that Guhput Rao^ 
yt^tii* tinnatural 4inck, could- be induced to 
acknowledge my claims^ and forego Further 
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bloodshed !"— " As long as he believes I 
am riot forthcoming," I replied, "he might 
shew a readiness so to do, and wave his. 
claim until after your decease, when Maha- 
deo, his son, would succeed to the musnud.*', 
— " Then must our pre3ent relationship re- 
main a secret," said my father. "I have 
applied to the English government to in- 
terfere and adjust our quarrel; or, if they 
refuse to do so, that they will allow their 
agent hereto appoint an arbkration,'and 
see that all is fairly and honourably con- 
ducted. Thus Gunput will not dare to 
commit any outrage, should the decifidon 
be given in my favour ; although, by his in- 
trigues, he will endeavour to effect all that 
bribery and influence can accomplish, to 
secure in his interest the persons to whom 
the settlement of the cause is entrusted*** 



PANDURANG HARi. 269 

— "Justice, however, must prevail, "said I; 
^* and when you are acknowledged the real 
successor, then will I openly, and not until 
tlien, address you as my fieither." 

Sevaje assenting, we turned to other mat- 
ters; and he demanded how it was. pos« 
sible I had been preserved, amid the perils 
I must have undergone, and then miracu- 
lously appeared at so critical a time ? I rer 
plied, that no one but he who sought for 
my destruction could account for my escape 
in infancy, and that in due time I would 
relate to him all my history, and the minute 
events of my chequered existence, which 
had so i^ingularly brought me into the arms 
of a father and a king. I remarked, that 
of the particulars of his quarrels with his 
relentless brother, Gunput Rao, I bad also 
acquired some knowledge. My &tfaer was 
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in amazement) aiid could scarcely credit this. 
1 observed alsb^ that I had it from the best 
audiority*^Do less than that, of Gunput 
Rao's own son^ and my cousin Mahadeo, at 
a time when^ neither of us had a knowledge 
ijf our affinity. I now related to my father 
all I had heard from Mahadeo respecting 
the. conduct of his brother^ and he pro- 
ceeded, to inform me of the earlier part 
of my history* He told me, that after I 
was betrothed (here I interrupted him, to 
inquire to whom, and whether to a girl 
named Sagoonab ?) to :one who. was now no 
more, or, if aliv^ fidlen into the hands of 
Gunput Rao-^I again proceeded, "Oh, 
say not so! she is safe! We love each 
other. with a fervour equal to that of Leila 
and Mejnoun,* though little did we ima- 

* The Romeo and Juliet of the East. 
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giUe we had been' betrothed in our'infancy." 
— ^** This is indeed ^ctraor^^aiiy,^ observed 
my father. " Where could you hav^ met 
her? How could youhiive jGEillen in with 
hetff* I said I would unfold all to him, 
when he had donie rdiEiting hk own his- 
tory. 

^^ The will of great Duli^ bb accom- 
plished !'' sa£d my father, who then pro»- 
^eed^ : ^^ After you had beeq betrothed to 
Sagqonah, the rage of Gunjmt Rao, your 
uncle, knew no limits, and put on sudi a 
deadly appearance, that I conceived it pru- 
dei^t to quit -my place of resida^e, and 
retire with you (then an in&n^ and my 
only ofispring) to a small estate which I 
possessed in the Chandore temtory. Hav* 
ing some business to transact prerioudyat 
Indore, I visited it for the purpose, and left 
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it one rainy evening. With the ready mo- 
ney I had about me, I purchased lliere for 
you the silver kurdoorah, which I thought 
remarkably elegant, and fastened it around 
your waist myself. Proud of the omar 
ment^ you frequently tottered beside me^ 
until I feared you would be fatigued before 
you would let me take you up in my arms 
again. After sunset, about the space of an 
hour had elapsed, when we were surrounded 
by armed men, among whom I discovered 
your revengeful uncle. ^ Seize the mis- 
creant !" he cried ; ^ bear away that child — 
obey your orders!' At that moment you 
were forcibly taken from me, and your 
uncle's dagger entered my body. The ruf- 
fians departed immediately when I fell, to 
satiate themselves (so I reflected, for I had 
full possession of my senses) with your in* 
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nocent blood« I shortly became iDsensible, 
and knew nothing more until I found my* 
self stretched upon a comfortable bed, and 
watched with great solicitude. I shall pass 
over the many days that dapsed before I 
recovered, and merely inform you, that the 
kind nian to whom I owe my. life was Shew- 
dhut Wanee, of Indore. He told me he had 
been to Oogein, and on his return found 
me weltering in my blood. Discovering 
signs of life, he placed me in the hands of 
two coolies who were attending him, and 
deqmtched his servants in search of the 
assassins. It need scarcely be repeated, 
that all search after them proved ineffec- 
tual. You may now not be surprised at 
my scnrrow on hearing of the fate of Shew- 
dhut, and that for his interference in my 
concerns he lost his life. He knew my rank 
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and expectadons; he was Well*^aequainted 
with Iny misfortunes^ and proihised to afibrd 
ine all the help in hk power, dn his return 
from Mdrwar (for which he shortly set out), 
provided 1 had not succeeded before that 
time iii obtaining justice ori my enemies. 
As the rajah of Satarah was deposed, it did 
iiot then seem the most e%ible time foic 
^teserting my claims; and, not wishing to 
criminate my brother, or try to gain re- 
drew agaiiist him and security for the fii- 
tui«, while the issue of my application 
might be dimbtful, I determined to live as 
a recluse, uiitil a&irs at Satarah became 
more favburaUe to ihy. views. Should such 
a tikne arrive, I thought I might intimixiate 
Gunput^ by tlureati^ning to expose him and 
bring. him to justice, if he threW any ob- 
stacles in my Way. Alas ! I little knew the 
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implacability of his <fispositioti--^the despe- 
rate daring' of his ch^acter ! 
. *^ After liTin^ sotne year^ in retirement, I 
visited Shewdhut, who told me he was going 
to Satarah on his tnerCantile aflairs; and I 
requested him^ at the same time^ to try and 
gain intelligence of Ounput 4md his plans^ 
and particularly to discover, if possible, 
whether yoii were alive &ad With him, and 
what were the reports that had been circu^ 
lated respecting out disappearance. He 
promised lo use hii utmost exertions to 
discover what I required. On hi^ return 
I once more etnerged from the wMds, and 
went to his house. He stated that his brea- 
ther had placed himself upon a litter, and 
had been thus conveyed to Satafah, pre*- 
tending he had been Waylaid while in com- 
pany with me : that our lives had been /'at- 
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tempted; that, in defending myself, I had 
held up my child, which was stabbed to the 
heart ! In short, that he himself was left 
for dead, and plundered of every thing 
valuable about him ! It appeared that he 
acted his part marvellously well : .every one 
gave him credit for shedding tears of ge- 
nuine sorrow; especially as he exhibited a 
letter, purporting to be written by his * dear 
brother' at Indore, inviting him thither &r 
the express purpose of settling all their dis^ 
putes, and arranging for ever the causes of 
the unhappy differences that had subsisted 
between them, and stating his own claims 
to the throne to be felse. This letter 
Shewdhut told me bore my signature; 
.and so well was it imitated, that no one 
doubted its being a fisiithful . document, and 
none, dierefore, were likely to dispute the 
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tale my brother had imposed upon them. 
That he might the better deceive the peo» 
pie, he gave out that it was his determina* 
tion to resign the world ; and, with his son 

Mahadeo, he had left Satarah, and not been 

if 

heard of there from that time. 

*'' Such was the account which Shewdhut 
brotight me, and which I must confess 
struck me with amazement. Why Gunput 
should resign the world, possessing the am- 
bitious vi6ws he did, was a problem beyond 
my power to solve, even by conjecture. In 
all likelihood, finding he could not suc- 
ceed whether I was living or dead (there 
being no hope of the rajah again sitting on 
the throne at that time), he made up his 
mind to quit Satarah, lest some unforeseen 
.event should develop his ferocious attempt 
on my life and on that of my son. 
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Shewdhut could tell me no more of you 
than what I have stated already; namely, 
that, having used you as a shield to cover 
my own body, you had been stabbed, and 
thus perished. Nothing new occurred to 
me for some time. I selected the glen of 
Asseerghur for my place of retreat, known 
pnly to Shewdhut. One day a gossein beg- 
ged admittance to my cottage; and, ever 
ready to shelter a Weary traveller^ I ad- 
mitted him. He told nie his name wa$ 
Oabbage Gouala. His manners were sin- 
gular, and, to me, unaccountably strange. 
He did not remain long; and I thought 
little about it^ except that he disguised his 
features as much as possible, and spoke a 
very few wards, and those apparently in a 
feigned voice. It was not until conversing 
with you on the same spot, and your in- 
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forming me Gunput Rao walked the earth 

• 

in the disguise of a giossein, a|id with the 
name of Oabbage, that I knew it. The truth 
then flashed upon my tnind ; I felt certain 
that he must have recognized me» and this 
at once accounted for his constrained and 
odd tnanners." 

After mentioning that nearly about the 
same. time two females had taken shelter in 
his cottiEige, who, I informed him, were Sa- 
goonah and her aunt, my father continued : 
" Feeling certain," said he^ " that my cruel 
brother meditated a fresh attack upon my 
life, I left my place of refuge^ and once 
more bent my steps to Indore : there my 
friend Shewdhut coiicealed me. The war 
was then raging ; and I felt assured that, if 
the English were disposed to act with jus* 
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tice, they would not fail to reinstate the 
deposed rajah of Satarah. It turned out 
that they did so; and I therefore requested 
Shewdhut to gain for me some intelligence 
upon which I could rely, respecting the 
plans and objects of my wicked brother. 
He confirmed me in the surmises that I felt 
in consequence of your information in the 
glen. Shewdhut went further than I had 
commissioned him to do; for, learning 
from some disaffected jagheerdars at Sata- 
rah, that there was much doubt as to the 
truth of my being really dead ; and they 
evincing great partiality towards jne, and 
equal abhorrence at the idea of my brother 
becoming king, he told one of them, named 
Oanooje, that I was then alive at Indore. 
Canooje, much pleased at this intelligence, 
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left Satarah with Shewdhut^ and presented 
himself before me, urging me to come for- 
ward, and assert my right to the musnud ; 
he assured me that there was a powerful 
party ready to support my cause. Thus 
encouraged, I consented to make the at- 
tempt; and, finding the present rajah was 
in a sickly state, and that no time must be 
lostj I promised to enter Satarah in secret ; 
and when a sufficient number of men were 
raised and organised ta support me, I 
agreed that I would openly declare myself. 
" A curious circumstance occurred about 
this time, which tended strongly to confirm 
me in my new resolution. It was during 
Shewdhut's second absence at Satarah, that 
an old woman came to Shewdhut's house i 
she perceived that I avoided her, as I pe- 
ees^arily did all strangers. She called out 
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after me, saying, * Why fly you firom your 
friends, my lord, the king ?'' — * King ?' I 
ejaculated. * Aye, king P she replied ; / for 
he who claims a throne shall not succeed, 
and he ti^o has not claimed, may — I shall 
follow you.' After she was gone away, I 
heard she was consi(kred a witch at Indore, 
and that her name was Dhankin Bhbwanee." 
— Here I interrupted Seraje, by, saying, 
^^Bhowanee! why that is the name ofhier 
^ho conducted me- to tb e ce chambers !''— : 
M The same,'' said my father ; ^^ and a most 
useftil channel of communication I have 
found her, between myself and the band in 
the cavern. I am at a complete loss to dis* 
cover what her motives are f<Hr serving aie 
so zealously ; but there is no doubt we sbaU 
one day discover. Her appearance removes 
suspicion : no one suspects her of being a 
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messenger c£ mine) and her services have 
been most important." I then remarked 
upon the strangeness of the circumstance^ 
and inquired how my iather himself ob- 
tained admittance to the fort He said, 
" By chance: a relation of my wife's was 
the officer in charge of the arsenal; and 
Hhowanee, assuming, the charsicter of a 
dealer in friiit and vegetables, introduced 
iiersi&If to him, and informed him of my 
existence; also requesting him to aid iA 
secreting me for a short time. He readily 
gave his consent, and I followed the old 
woman in the character of a porter to this 
place. To decdve the sentinels, my friend 
here sent another man down the hill with 
the woman, dressed much as I was; and 
thus my presence i^ not suspected, and I 
am, perhaps, in a place of greater secu- 
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rity than elsewhere* By means of Bhow<- 
anee, I have been enabled to convey my 
wishes to Canooje, Naroba, and my other 
brave friends and officers. Your stay here 
now must be short ; but we may soon hope 
to meet again under better auspices. Be- 
fore you depart, however, you must inform 
me of eviery. thing respecting Sagoonah; 
for she has an uncle, a Tich banker here, 
who has engaged himself on the side of 
Gunput» aad is determined to bestow her 
hand on his son Mahadeo." — " My dear 
father," I answered, " be assured she is ii> 
safety, and beyond the reach of both Gun^- 
put and her uncle I She is now in Bom- 
bay, and I am anxious to send her intelli** 
genc^ respecting myself, for it is long since 
I have done so, and her bosom is torn by a 
Aousand conflicting doubts and appreheh«« 
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sions respecting my safety/' My father then 
said he would procure me a trusty mes» 
senger, who would safely take what I had 
to communicate ; but that, not being pre-' 
sent nor within call, it would be better !• 
should give him my message, and he would 
take care it was forwarded, instructing the 
hircarrah himself. I consequently gave my' 
father, the necessary information to convey. 
I was about to depart, when I heard that 
the old woman was gone, but had left word 
she would await my arrival at her lonely huti 
Dressed as a servant of the keeper of the 
arsenal, with whom I set' off, I accompanied 
him as far as the city, and then, bidding 
him adieu, hastened to Bhowanee's hut. 
' I now felt like a new man — ^my spirits^ 
were raised and! my heart lightened by my 
interview; so* jiat I was. almost a'differi^t' 
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On niy arrival at our place of security, I 
inforikied Naroba of the death of the rajab. 
He observed that the time was now come to 
bestir ourselves ; but first proceeded to read 
the despatches from Sevaje, which he found 
contained the same intelligence. Sevaje 
also acquainted him that he had prepared 
a document to be presented to the minis- 
ters and the British Resident, claiming bis 
right of succession to the throne; and add- 
ing, that he hoped Gunput Rao would be 
prevailed upon to submit the dispute to 
arbitration, and thus prevent tumult and 
bloodshed. He farther required us to re- 
main in peace, and we should receive early 
intelligence from him of the result of the 
requintion which he had made. He fur- 
ther stated tluit, if his proposal were agreed 
to by the opposite party, he should norai- 
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nate Naroba as one of the punchayet, to 
which his claims should be submitted. In 
order to induce Gunput Rao to come more 
readily into the measure, Sevaje had pledged 
his word to bury in oblivion the attempt 
that had been made by Gunput upon his. 
own life, and the murder of his child. He 
concluded by saying, that he eagerly awaited 
the reply of Gunput; and that he had every 
hope the dispute would be terminated with* 
out further bloods}ied. If it were not, he 
had leift no means untried towards its being 
done peaceably; and he was clear of all 
the consequences that might arise out of a 
different line of conduct on the part of 
his brother. Upon receiving Gunput's an- 
swer, . Sevaje promised to for^vard anotl^er 
despatch. 

VOL. III. . o • 



S90 PANDURANO HARI. 



CHAP. XL 

I SHALL henceforth relate the progress of 
events as they unfolded themselves. Tlie 
reader of these my memoirs will understandy 
that all which I detail as having taken place 
before I again meet my father I glean from 
the despatches which almost daily reached 
us from Satarah, or from the direct com- 
munications* of those concerned, unless it 
may be any thing in which I was personally 
concerned. Gunput Rao took several days 
to consider the contents of my fiither's com- 
munication. With the conviction of my 
non-existence, he at last consented to an 
arbitration, rel3ring on my father's prbnuse 
of not divulging, either on the trial or after- 
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wards, the attempt made upon his life ; a»d 
further, that as my father's troops had de- 
prived him of great part of the arrears of 
the estate, that he should not be called upon 
to refund any money that might appear to 
be against him and in my father's favour. 
This being agreed to on the part of Sevaje, 
the preliminary conditions were signed by 
both parties. Naroba was nominated on 
the side of my father ; and the rich banker, 
Sagoonah's uncle, on the part of Gunput 
Rao : the two others next named were my 
&ther's friend, who filled the office of dewan 
at Satarah ; and LudcnuchundBabocdchund, 
the farmer of Gunput's estate : the British 
resident presided as umpire. This last ar- 
raHgementwas vehemently opposed by Gun- 
put; but the resident declared no arbitral 
tion ^should take place unless he were pre- 

o2 
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sent as umpire, and Gunput was obliged to 
submit Naroba now prepared to leave us 
to proceed to Satarah* and sit in the court of 
punchayet, and I requested leave to ac- 
company him part of the way thither, as. I 
was now able to find my way back to the 
fort or cavern without a guide. Unwilling 
to make any display of pomp or parade, 
Naroba determined to proceed on.foot We 
set out accordingly one morning very early, 
and just as we were entering a deep valley, 
which led by the shortest cut into the main 
road, old Bhowanee appeared, spreading 
wide her shrivelled arms, and crying, " Stop, 
stop ! there is danger in the glen-r-advance, 
and you die !" I observed to Naroba, " Can 
this be possible? Can Gunput Rao act so 
treacherously as to murder one of my fa- 
ther's arbitrators in so public a manner?' 
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— ** I tell you txue," said the old': woman ; 
*' hasten round yonder hill : from' thenqe 
there is an open and safe path ; 'tis a long 
way round, but delay not a moment." We 
thiinked her^ and offered : her a present of 
iBome gold; but she turned aWay from' it, 
sayihgj "/Away ! — ravarice'guides not my ac- 
tions -raway, away !" 

♦* This is a strange being," I remarked to 
Niaroba, as soon as we were out of her hear- 
ing; '^ what is the reason she takes such a^ 
interest in Sevaje's affairs?" He said, in 
reply, no one knew, but the time would 
probably soon arrive when she might be 
brought to explain her motives. He com- 
mented severely on the treacherous act of 
Gunput Rao to waylay him, and observed 
that it must be noticed, for he had no claim 
now to be treated with like an open and ho* 

o3 
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nourable disputant^ but to be .crushed and 
. put to death for an assassin. I observed, that 
Ais was veiy true, but we could not prove 
any thing against him beyond the words of 
the old woman, and they would have but 
little weight in the court Naroba seemed 
convinced I was right, and saying nothing 
in reply, moved forward in silence. On 
arriving at the hill oil which Satarah stands, 
I bade him farewell, hoping he would let 
me hear firotn time to time how the business 
proceeded; which he promised to do, and 
we separated. 

Our band in the cavern was now com- 
manded by a sirdar named Jysing, a Raj- 
poot of great valour and personal strength* 
Nothing occiirred for two days after my re- 
turn from iJaroba. At length a despatch 
came, announcing his safe arrival, and that 
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the arbitration had sat once upon the cause 
for which they were summoned, and that 
both disputants had entered into an engage- 
ment to abide by the judgment given. It 
appeared that Gunput had brought up the 
old story of the washerwoman again, and 
endeavoured to prove my &ther basely bom ; 
so that, from the nature of the investigation 
required, the business was likely to con- 
tinue a long while in hand. At length the 
conclusion took place, and the award was 
made out ; but the umpire, aware of the 
hostile forces of each parly being in the 
vicinily, declared he would not announce it 
until the armed bands of both parties ap* 
peared before the palace-gates, and sur- 
rendered their arms. In the despatch which 
communicated this intelBgence, Naroba 
mentioned his having written to me ex- 

o 4 
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pressly some days before, and given me joy 
on the event of the trial. It was therefore 
clear that my father had made known to 
him the relation in which we stood to each 
other, conceiving, as the matter at issue 
was nearly concluded, there could be no 
danger in so doing. I was at a loss, how- 
ever, to account for the non-receipt of such 
tL letter. I feared, as it had miscarried, it 
had fallen into the hands of Gunput or his 
party. Still I apprehended no danger, even 
if this ferocious man should discover my 
near connexion with Sevaje, as the business 
was settled, and he had bound himself to 
abide by the decree of the arbitrators. 

At last, the day that was fixed for our 
marching upon Satarah, to delivier up our 
arms before the palace-gates, arrived. The 
award was still a secret to all but the ar» 
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bitrators; and they had been kept in the 
palace^ lest through then:, means' it should 
by any chance be made public. The anxiety 
manifested by the' people was aft it^ highest 
pitch of excitement, and crowds awaited 
the arrival of the hostile bands with great 
anxiety. Jysing, although about to surren- 
der up his arms, determined to keep up the 
dignity of die soldier to the last moment, 
and ordered every man to be prepared as 
if going to battle on the morrow. In con- 
sequence of these orders, swords were sharp- 
ened, horses caparisoned, and armour exa- 
mined and securely buckled on ; so that we 
made, on the whole, a very imposing shew. 
Two hundred of the number were mounted^ 
and the remainder acted as infantry. I was 
mounted on Naroba's Arab war-horse, and 
never felt so proud and elated in my life. 

o 5 
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At length I thought my miseries were over : 
I was no longer to be a wanderer over the 
country — an outcast, without a place to re* 
pose in ; but I might look forward to quiet 
and enjoyment* We proceeded to the open 
road by the hill, where I had last parted 
from Naroba : the spot was about four 
miles from Satiarah. When we had got round 
the hill to a place where we could com« 
mand a view of the road, we saw the corps 
of Gunput Rao proceeding slowly towards 
Satarah. On seeing us approach, they 
halted, and held out a white flag as ^ token 
of amity, and we did the same. We na- 
turally imagined from this, that they were 
anxious we should all arrive together, and 
at the same moment, under the gates of the 
palace ; and we accordingly approached 
them, greeting them as friends. When we 
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wer« nearly close to them, however, Jysmg, 
whose eye was upon the slightest movement 
among them, espied the sword of their com- 
mandingK^cer or chieftain half unsheathed 
as it were impatiently. Convinced there 
was treachery before him, he gave his men 
the word to halt, and draw their swords, 
but not to advance, acting solely on the de- 
fensive, and awaiting the intentions of the 
enemy. Nanna was close by my side, and 
said, '? Pandoo, we shall have hot work — 
we shsJl be attad^ ! *' The words were 
scarcely spokeii before the conduct of Gun- 
put became clear, by his cavalry forming, 
and charging us with great fury. Our men 
were dreadfully exasperated at such un- 
heard-of treachery. They received the 
charge like well-trained soldiers, ftirious as 
it was; ^d bur detachments were so nearly 

o 6 
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equal, for Canooje*s corps had not yet jcnned 

m 

US, that we were horse to horse in the ca- 
valry, and nearly man to man in the in- 
fantry. The latter haying discharged a 
volley at each other, .flung away their match- 
locks, drew, their swords, and fought hand 
to hand. At a distance, giving, his orders, 
stood my treacherous uncle Gunput ; while 
his son Mahadeo, and Kokoo his chief offi- 
cer, led on his men. Nanna speedily got 
engaged with Mahadeo. Both were moun^ 
ed, and fought with deadly anger. Nanna 
was an excellent swordsman, and Mahadeo 
had acquired no smiall dexterity among the 
Pindarees. . While they were in the height 
of their combat, Kokoo observed me near, 
and singling me out, made a furious charge 
upon me. He sat his horse firmly, and ap- 
proached, shaking his two-edged sword, and 
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gnashing his teeth with passioi). When he 
came up to me, he cried, ^' I have found 
thee at last, thou would-be king !'' His 
horse was tall, and my little Arab wheeling 
at the instant he came up to me, to avoid 
the shock which would haye overturned us, 
he passed me with the impetus of his horse's 
motion ; and before he could wheel round 
to face me again, I was close in his rear. 
This gave me a great advantage. I had 
now reason to rejoice at my good sword 
practice; for whatever skill I possessed, I 
knew I should have occasion for it with 
Kokoo, who was a skilful swordsman and 
a bold enemy, but rather too forward and 
choleric He cut at me with such fury at 
first, I could do little more than parry his 
blows. Of the state of the combat around 
me, I knew nothing. Kokoo's violence, 
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however^ got the better of his skill; he 
begw to strike slower, and gave me the op- 
portunity of cutting at him occasionally, 
though without effect. At length we ceased, 
as it were by a tacit and mutual consent; 
and while thus taking breath, I perceived a 
rdnforcement of the enemy approaching. 
My heart sickened at the sight, and I made 
up my mind not to perish unrevenged ; when 
I heard the cry of " Ctmooje !" from our 
own men. This revived me a little. " We 
shall still retrieve our fortune,'' thought I ; 
and raising my sword, I became the ag- 
gressor in attacking my antagonist. Kokoo's 
eyes flashed fire : he defended himself dex*- 
terously, and soon converted my attadc into 
a defence, by severing the reins in my left 
hand, so that my well-trained horse was no 
longer manageable. I saw my danger, m- 
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stantly dismounted with a spring towards the 
rear of Kokoo's animal, and thrust my 
sword into its flank at the same instant, and 
all as it were by one effort. Horse and 
rider both fell ; but Kokoo was on his 1^ 
before I could touch him, and being both 
now upon an equality, we hacked away 
without mercy. I had the advantage in 
height, and my antagonist in strength. At 

last he wounded me in the left shoulder by 

* 

a slanting blow, and at the same momei^t I 
succeeded in cutting the cloth that fastened 
on his turban, just grazing his chin. ' The 
turban soon fell off; while, enraged beyond 
measure, he dealt a blow at me which had 
settled for ever all our enmity, had not I 
luckily contrived, more by chance than de- 
sagxi, to receive it <m my shield, which it 
penetrated half through, though made of 
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rhiiK)ceros* hide. My next ciit, however, 
made at his bare head, before he could 
recover his guard, told home. My superior 
stature gave me more power in striking that 
part of the body than any other, and my 
sword entered his uncovered skull withsiich 
violence that it snapt in my hand ! From 
Kokoo I had no more to dread ; and taking 
up the weapon that dropped from his un- 
nerved and yet quivering fingers, I wa^ 
enabled to breathe a moment in comparative 
safety again. 

Naniia, who had been as obstinately en- 
gaged as myself with my cousin Mahadeo, 
was the first object that caught my view. 
He was standing with his uplifted sword 
over .Mahadeo, who lay stretched on i the 
ground, mortally wounded. The combat 
still raged around me, save In the imme- 
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diate spot where Nanna and Mahadeo had 
fought. Resting on my sword a moment, 
ere I went to the assistance of my friends oh 
the other part of the ground, I saw old 
Bhowanee rush past me towards the spot 
where lay the &inting Mahadeo. She ut- 
tered something which. I was too distant, 
and top much occupied to hear; but Nanna 
told me afterwards that she screamed out, 
" Thou art there — thou art dying ! Thou 
knowest me (which it appeared Mahadeo 
did, by his horror at her presence). Did I 
not tell thee I should exult over thee one 
day? Did not I tell thy father the sod 
should be thy only crown— thfe grave thy 
palace — the dust thy bed of state? Govin- 
dah, my son, thou art avenged !'' She was 
the same hag whom Mahadeo described he 
had encountered amid the terrors of the pit, 
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where he buried the carcoon. The djdi^ 
man seemed as if he would have answered 
her, and muttered something which could 
not be imderstood ; while having spok^i the 
foregoing words, Bhowanee walked as 
quickly away as her aged and shrivelled 

limbs would allow. 

« 

But, to return to the batde^ whidi still 
raged with great bitterness. Gunput Rao 
finding Kokoo had fallen, rushed among the 
combatants, and incited his party to fresh 
exertions. Age did not seem to slacken^his 
courage, nor remorse to make terrible to 
him the prospect of danger. Just at this 
period, and before victory had dedaced it^ 
self for either party, a strong body of Eng- 
lish cavalry came down upon us, and, com^ 
manding us to desist, made us all pnscmars^ 
with Gunput Rao at the head of his parcji^ 
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who seemed mortified to the quick, and bit 
his lips with rage. Canooje was killed, 
and Jysing was badly wounded; I had re- 
ceived several slight scars, besides that which 
Kokoo inflicted upon me. Nanna escaped 
unhurt ; but almost all our jummahdars 
were badly wounded, and we had seventy 
men killed. Our antagonists also suffered 
severely ; Kokoo and Mahadeo, with four of 
their chieftains, were killed, and sixty men, 
besides twenty badly wounded. Thus ter- 
minated this bloody conflict, so wickedly 
planned by my cruel uncle, who had no 
doubt obtained a knowledge, by some secret 
means, of the result of the arbitraticm being 
in Sevaje's favour, and also of my being in 
existence. What his ultimate object was 
in thus attacking us I could not conjecture^ 
unless he was actuated by revenge alone; for 
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if he had succeeded in annihilati ng pur 
whole force, my fiEither was still safe in Sar 
tarah. GuAput Rao would not, therefore, 
have been one step nearer a throne ; for 
had Mahadeo survived, his Other's conduct, 
after our destruction, would have operated 
to prevent his succession. The violation of 
his word to the English resident, and, his 
attacking us so close to Satarah, would have 
been sufficient to effect this* 

The officer in command of the Engli^ 
troops would not be supposed to know which 
party were the aggressors. We were all 
obliged to submit to be his prisoners, until 
he received oi:ders from the resident how 
to dispose of us* Gunput Rao marched at 
the head of the whole party, guarded closely; 
behind him were Nanna and myself; and 
then came the other officers indiscriminately. 
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In this order we arrived at the city gates, 
and were just entering, when Bhowanee 
crossed our march, in front of Gunput 
Rao, and pointing at hinij set up a hideous 
scream, between a laugh and a shriek, and 
mingled among the crowd. My uncle *s 
countenance saw her not unmoved, but he 
uttered not a syllable. The multitude fol- 
lowed us to the durbar, and the whole city 
was in the utmost consternation. 

It appeared subsequently that Gunput 
Rao's plans extended beyond the attack of 
our party. We learned that Sevaje, deem- 
ing it proper he should appear at the head 
of his firiends, as Gunput Rao was to appear 
w^ith his followers in: persidn, had left Sa- 
tarah, and was proceeding to meet us on our 
road, when he was surrounded by ten men 
of Gunput's corps, who were taking him. off. 
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when the English qime up with them, re- 
leased him, and sent him back to Satarah 
with a guard. How the British tropps came 
so opportunely to the spot where we were 
engaged, I did not at first discover. It 
appeared afterwards that the resident, in 
order to give all the effect possible to the 
development of the award to the parties and 
the people, and to confer all the dignity 
he could upon the proclamation of a suc- 
cessor to the musnud, had ordered the troops 
out accordingly, and they were under arms, 
waiting the arrival of the hostile parties. 
The delay in . our appearance occasioned a 
strong suspicion that every thing was not 
correct, and that, on the part of Gunput 
Rao, there was some foul play. Appre- 
hensions were also entertained jbr the s^ety 
of my father, who had been seen to set out 
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alone to join his soldiers. The resident was 
deliberating on what step he should take, 
when intelligence was brought to the durbar 
that Gunput Rao^s troops had attacked 
those of Sevaje on their march. A strong 
detachment of cavalry was instantly sent off, 
with orders to protect Sevaje, who was on 
his way to meet his troops, unsuspicious 
of treachery. The English cavalry soon 
came up with Sevaje, who had been made 
prisoner by Gunpufs party, freed him, and 
sent him back to the city, escorted, as before 
stated, by a guards The remainder arrived 
in time to prevent further bloodshed, and 
to make all on both sides prisoners* 

Upon our arrival at the mansion of the 
English resident, we were ordered to lay 
down our arms : and as soon as it was dis^ 



312 PANDURANG HARl. 

ot^Tered that we were not the aggressors, 
we were all released, both officers and men. 
Gunput Rao was kept a close prisoner, and 
his men were marched off to a distance in 
separate parties, so as to diverse them as far. 
from each other as possible ; and then, after 
being warned not to be fomid again in arms, 
they were set at liberty. My father was 
sitting near the resident when I entered the 
hall; and on seeing me, rushed into my 
arms, exclaiming, " My son, my son !" The 
resident had heard of me before, and was 
consequently not unprepared for what he 
saw : he congratulated my father upon 
once niore beholding me. Faint from fa- 
tigue and loss of blood, I was obliged to 
retire, and was conducted to my bed. The 
proclamation of the true successor to the 
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Satarah musnud was deferred until the fol- 
lowing day, that I might not be excluded 
from a participation in the ceremony. 

Gunput Rao, in the meanwhile, was 
outrageous at being deprived of bis liberty. 
He demanded to be set free ; but no atten- 
tion being paid to his requests, he at last 
maintained a sullen silence. Unfortunately 
for him, another cause had arisen to add to 
the heavy vengeance diat hung over bis head. 
A conspiracy was detected at Poona, to ex- 
cite a rebellion, and induce the inhabitants 
to throw off the British yoke; The con- 
spirators also were discovered to be carry- 
ing on certain treasonable practices beyond 
that city. Several of the ringleaders, among 
whom were a Brahmin and a goldsmith, 
were blown from guns, by the orders of the 
British resident. Some of the conspirators 
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could not be found. One, however, was 
knpwn tQ be G^nput Rao, , the aspirant to 
the Satarah throne ; and his fri^:ids at Poona 
only awmted the tidings of his ^success at 
Satarah, to carry into execution the most 
violent of their measures. Such was the 
state of A&irs^ when ai^ expres3 arrived 
from Poona, on the day my father was to be 
proclaimed, ordering the Satarah resident to 
arrest and detain Gnnput Rao until proof 
could be produced against him. TTie re- 
sjulent, upon this, bad my uncle brought 
before. him, and openly cl^aaig^ him with 
malpractices at Poona. Qunpfit^ peeing all 
was known and concealment .u^eless> boldly 
acknowledged his share bx ^e plpjt, and that 
he was one of th^ conspirators, . He was re- 
manded to prison, and his confes^on report*- 
ed to the resf4ent at Poona ; while a separate 
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d^pfttch ^npQi^qocl the ^o^iakm of ^ the ar- 
biir»tor3 respectij^ my •fother.^^id |he out- , 
ragi^ o£ Gwput^ tQg«)«her meb JusiW^mpt 
to niurdfarus ompjr years «ga xThe resident 
cofEonunioalied tbis; part cif tJbe despatch to 
my &tber^;dema«dil^if it ti^ertthe tp^th, 
Sevaje replied, .he would r^iAejr be: silent 
upon his brother's crimes, and most par- 
ticularly upon those he now alluded to; but 
he was compelled to acknowledge the report * 
was but too true. The resident urging him 
still further, he related the whole affair. 

The royal succession was announced with 
great pomp, I was just able to go through the 
ceremony, seated by njy father's side, though 
the proclamatipn was not long i|i reading ; it 
was read in the Mahratta and English lan- 
guages; after which, discharges of cannon 
and vollies of musketry resounded on every 
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side. My &ther held a durbar the same day, 
and all the principal natives, with most of 
the English officers, attended it, and offered 
my father their^qongratulations upon this 
happy event, which had thus put a ter- 
mination to his long sufferings, and place<) 
him at last upon the musnud. 
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CHAP. XII. 

On the foUowmg day the English resident 
requested «n audience of my father. He 
appeared before him with a melancholy 
countenance ; and, after the customiury com- 
pliments had passed, informed him that the 
fa4;e of Gunput Rao was decided, he having 
received instructions to cause him to be 
blown from a gun within twenty-four hours 
after the receipt of the order.* My father 
shed tears at hearing the sentence which 
was to be executed upon his enemy. Still 
he felt that enemy was his brother, connect- 
ed with him by the closest ties of consan- 
guinity, which, though the other had out- 
raged, it became him not to forget. He 
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could scarcely repress his grief within proper 
bounds, on perusing the order, and, with a 
fervency of manner that did honour to his 
heart, he implored a commutation of the 
sentence. IseQsaQd^)t^tpeliti0O(| t fiiTy in- 
' dependtody^of i^wififa:tJljatiii3:iif<^jBigjbt he 
preserved on n^. fadier's^'Ae^du^ii^'; i. mviS 
very Bmaamioik^xmiSram imy owiete a foil 
and tirueiaaomifitiof lm?cmnf»^\ h J^ this 
means th^mridiHtustdbei ooimnced^f tbe 
injuries wie kadJndiyidflia%jce€oiv^ jasd-^f 
our . mdispAitabie dainis rfi^t UieK^onet) .< I 
mentioned theidiffemntebasaotera^iti whAcb 
I had enooontored < GiiiiqMiti:.R8iKtdn;-,die 
strange iTieiflsifoulefi (of mgr.'psstii£^rjand jtbo 
thathe Hadbeen thecagentof.^hftjnurcfenof 
the shastree):.at tbeii^igatiopjof Tarimbncl^e 
Danglia^r^liis beingia|Miiiit T^ihiolvl inew. Ae 
British Governnient i was «moa^.desir<M]t of 
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casting some light tipotf. The ^esiAem con- 
oeived that a fall and clear elucidation erf this 
affair would be a plea that might possibljr 
preserve my rnide's life; and in cftse Gunput 
would make a full confession, he promiseid 
to bring the coni^deratidn' of the miitter be* 
fore the Poona residei^l, upon ourpedtions 
in the culprit's favour. There was also this 
advantage attending the preservation of the 
criminal's life ; namely^ that the English 
would thus become masters of the full ex^- 
tent of the treasonable conspiifacy at Poona 
in all its ramifications^ and be thereby the 
better enabled to crush any minor usso*- 
ciations to wUch^ it might have given idse, 
and to which they had no cue that would 
open a discovery. In the mean time, sen^ 
tence of death was pronounced upon Oun» 
put. The effect it produced upon his mind 
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baffled all our previous oalculations respect- 
ing him. We had expected an exhibition of 
that callous indifference to danger — ^that dis- 
regard to consequences and recklessness oi 
the future which had always seined to form 
a port of his character. The very reverse 
rwas the fact. Perhaps the constant state o! 
excitement in which he bad lived, and the 
high hopes cherished by ambition, had kept 
up his fierce spirit through his long career of 
guilt and wickedness. Baffled at last, and 
no longer stimulated by the prospect of 
success, his spirit had given way — ^he was 
unable to rally, and sank into despondency. 
However this might have been, upon his 
being brought up before the resident, he 
seemed overcome with, the horror of his si- 
tuation. Pale and. trembling, a cold per- 
spiration crept over his frame; his knees 
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tottered — ^his lips shod^:— 4tnd the agitation 
lie evinced on hearing his sentence, shewed 
that he was no longer an object of - fear. He 
with difficulty kept himself from falling to 
the earth; and, when ordered- back to his 
•cell, he was obliged to be supported. My 
father was not present ; but I attended the 
scene, and shall never forget it. The mind 
that outrages every human obl^aticm— -that 
has smiled at murder, and followed the 
dreams of a flagitious ambition; the band 
that has been dipped in blood, andlthe heart 
fertile in the conception of crime, has in 
this life but one step to sidk — but one moral 
d^radation more; and that is, that it should 
meet the evil it has often ^ inflicted upon 
others like a coward, when it falla upon it- 
jself. Seeing me, the offender meanly sup- 
plicated my interference to preserve his 
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wretched life, .and I more tbsn -ever da9r 
pised hint for it; ye^.I was Aot^muoovedi. 
particularly on account of my lather. J 
tnmed away my head, and made, the mi^ 
serable wretcbnoreply* On reti^g» I -rer 
fleeted up<»i my .presetit situalion*: conipared 
with that of my unc^e* The vindictiye^ re^ 
lentlesa Gabbage Gousla was changed in^ 
deed— ^he, who had so long^ so meroUess^ 
persecuted me^ now, sued to me lbr> his Iife<( 
«Ala& ! whi^t mercgr did he . eirer ei^tend to. a 
victim? Nevertheless, I determined to doaU 
I could to.preserve. him* I went to my iar 
ther, whom I foimd clo^etted with the re- 
sideELt, prior to sending off the despatdies 
for Poona, in which our prayers andrequeslis 
were to be transmitted. As ^oon as my f%r 
ther saw me, he said, << He. will be spared, 
my son; I feel that he will be saved, if his 
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proud spirit will aUoW/ him to make a full 
confession of ^ all his enormities.*' 

The event shewed that my father was cor- 
rect in his opinion. The EngUsh: Govern^ 
ment took up the subject in the view I had 
formed, willing to oblige a brother^ and to 
develop secrets which Gunput only could 
unfold concerning their own aflOEurs* The 
sentence of death was commuted into im- 
prisonment for life, provided a true and 
Ample confessicm was forthcoming on the 
part of the culprit, tp commence from the 
day he quitted Satarah for the purpose of 
destrojring my father and myself, to that of 
his imprisonment My father thanked and 
embraced the British resident* for his kind 
intercession, and said, v[iih tears in his eyes, 
that, h^d his unhappy, brother met the fate 
.to which he had been sentenced, his own 
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remaining years would have been passed in 
unremitting sorrow. The resident now put 
an end to the subject, by saying that he felt 
confident this act of mercy, conceded to his 
wishes on his ascending the throne, would 
be an earnest of his future clemency to his 
subjects, and that he hoped his highness's 
reign wouM be a long and prosperous one. 

The confession of Gunput Rao was to 
take place in public, in the event of his ac- 
cepting the conditions proposed to him. The 
resident sent fi^r him under a strong guards 
and the hardened sinner approached with 
the full idea of. meeting his sentence. The 
gun which was to blow him to pieces, and 
scatter his mangled remains over the earth, 
wa3 loaded before his eyes. The match was 
lighted ; and slowly, and with trembling 
knees, he drew near the fatal instrument. 
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His countenance was haggard, his eyes deep- 
ly sunk— fear made rigid every feature, and 
his pale and dry lip told that the fever of his 
soul had dried up ^1 the moisture from his 
tongue. On being brought before the re- 
sident, and informed of the conditions of his 
pardon, he seemed overcome by the unex- 
pected event ; and, at length, clasping his 
hands in agony, he exclaimed, ^^ Spare my 
life,' and I will confess every act and deed in 
which I have participated !" Methought at 
that moment he appeared more hideous 
than I had ever before beheld him. He was 
informed that, though his life was spared, he 
would be imprisoned in the fort of Ahmed- 
nugur for the remainder of his days. He 
bowed very low, even to the earth, and was 
then taken back to recover himself, having 
been informed of the day he was to make 
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fais confession, and unfold t^ drefntfid c^l* 
talogue of his enormities^ 

By this time I was become very impadent 
to hear about Sagoonah, and to dasp to my 
heart one who had shared with me in many 
of the vicissitudes of my adverse days. I 
despatched a suitable escort to FarweU to 
meet her ; having first sent a messeinger to 
Bombay to apprize her of the joyful news 
of my unexpected elevation, and to express 
my anxiety that she should participate with 
me in the prosperity that attended my steps. 
She arrived at the time I expected her. 
Our meeting was too full for description; 
it was steeped in a joy that can be felt 
but not described : it was a sort of ecstasy^ 
which is too like delirium for sober lan- 
guage to paint Sagoonah was struck with 
no less wonder than pleasure, to find that I 



b. 



i 



PANDURANG HAR}. 327 

was the youth to whom she had been be* 
trothed, and that her spouse was a prince# 
Women love show and splendour ; and she' 
was almost bewildered with delight She 
put a thousand and a thousand questions 
to me ; her eyes, brilliant and deathly dark, 
sparkled, to think she might be ere long 
a queen ! Never before in Hindustan did 
man and wife meet as we met. Now were 
all our troubles and escapes rewarded, and 
become but subjects to jest upon, or be-^ 
guile an idle hour in relating ! In the 
meanwhile, our fondness increased every 
hour ; and I should occupy time and space 
to little purpose, were I to attempt a rela- 
tion of all we said and promised each other. 
My father was highly gratified by the 
beauty of Sagoonah, and not less by her 
modest good sense. He gave his blessing, 
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over and over repeated ; aild an early day 
was appointed for our nuptials, provided 
the Brahmins gave their consent, as they are 
80 tenacious of their rights of nominating 
the time of all weddings. 

While my father and I were awaiting 
the hour to proceed to the durbar, and 
hear the confession of my uncle, I co!uld 
not help asking him how the arbitrators on 
the other side came to decide so suddenly 
in our favour. He informed me, that, 
finding Sagoonah's uncle to be one of them, 
and that he adhered to Gunput Rao solely 
in the hope of marrying his niece to Ma^ 
hadeo, it was quietly hinted to him that I 
was yet alive, and the betrothed spouse of 
Sagoonah. The banker finding this to be 
redly the case, like a genuine trader 
thought it more to his advantage to afiect 
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•A sHew of his sense of justicey and serve 
his views and credit with the public at the 
same time. He did not, indeed, care which 
married his niece^ provided a prince was 
secured ; and h^ therefi>res» veered round 
to the party likely to be strongest* Thus 
the other arbitrator of Gunputwas left in 
a minority at once. The solitary arbitrator, 
not wishing to stand alones» or side with a 
falling cause, signed his name to the award, 
without remark or observation. 

Sagoonah was introduced to her rich un- 
cle, who made her a number of complimen- 
tary speeches on her approaching nuptials. 
I left her at his house, the durbar being 
assembled to hear Gunput Rao relate his 
confession; and I promised Sagoonah to 
give her every particular as soon as^ it was 
concluded. The resident, many officers, 
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men of rank^ sirdars, jagheerdars,' J^ali- 
mins, and pundits, wei^ present, assembfed 
around my father* The latter entered, and 
I foUowed — ^both of us dressed in a rich suit 
of kinkob, with a string of pearls, and a 
diamond sprig in our turbans. We wei^e 
preceded by chobdars and mace-bearers, who 
vociferated our prakes in the uistial strain 
on entering the court; and my father toc^ 
his seat on a velvet cushion, ^nbroidered 
with gold : I sat at my father's right-hand, 
and the resident on his left. When every 
one was seated, the culprit was sent for. In 
a few minutes the door of a side-passage un- 
folded. There was a stiUness in the durbar, 
as if the world were dead : every ^ye was 
fixed on the culprit, who seemed confhsed 
at first by the number of the auditory, but 
soon recovered a little, and took the place 
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assigned him, with a gulU'd on each hand. 
His lip was wan, and his cheek withered 
by anxiety, age, and apprehensicm. He 
began the following confes^on with a tre- 
mulous voice, but strong accent; at times 
hurriedly, ^d thefi A^ith great d^liberadon, 
as if he were fearful of his recollection fail- 
ing him :— . 

*^ In what I am going to say^ my interest 
cannot lie on the sideof truth <»* falsehood; 
for enoiigh is allready known of my actions 
to prevent my concealing sny part of the 
scenes in which I have been an actor, from 
motives of shamd : the worsts perliaps^ is 
already known. I shall state the simple 
truth: the fear of the world's anathema 
cannot affect me in a dungieon ; and the good 
appearance I once endeavoured to keep ups 
and the holy character I attempted to sus<- 
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fain, I even then used as subterfuges or 
cloaks for my deep-laid designs : I had 
flung every thing on the hazard of a die, 
and fortune has betrayed me* I now, 
therefore, may well submit to my destiny ; 
and, where a knowledge of my life and ac- 
tions may be useful to others, unhesitatingly 
reveal the secrets of my past years; not 
that the advantage of others conceirns me, 
but that, by so doing, I purchase life, which, 
in its very dregs, is dear to me, and the 
only thing that I can say I feel an attach- 
ment, for in the world, now my dreams of 
ambition are ended. Yian dreams, that dazr 
zled to destroy! If I have appeared overcome, 
subdued,, humbled, it; is because I feel I am 
worse than nothing; that even hope has for- 
saken me; that the preservation of my life 
is all I have now to obtain ; and that it only 
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remains for me to spend my future hours* 
in solitude and chains. StiU, time may re- 
concile me to these. But, to die !— no ; I 
could not die ! 

** They told me, that in my infancy I was 
considered of a wajrward and obstinate dis- 
position ; yet I shewed an aspiring temper. 
It may or may not have been so ; education 
and intercourse with the world change our 
natural dispositions. It suffices, that, on 
my arrival at man's estate, my ambition 
and haughty conduct involved me in many 
disputes. One of these I will relate :-^My 
estate lay close to that of my brother Se- 
vaje ; and, being always anxious to increase 
my own property by any means, I claimed 
a piece of land belonging to my brother as 
my own. Sevaje refused to give it up to 
me : the cause was tried by a punchayet j 
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and, by address and bribery,, I, got a decree 
in my &Yoiir) and secured the land. It was 
not long after this that my wife brought me 
a son, whom I named Mahadeo; but she 
died in childbed. I was exceedingly grieved 
at her loss, and had scarcely recovered a 
little from the affliction into which it had 
plunged ^e, when I found that my son 
was carried off from his nurse, and could 
not be found. He was, however, soon after 
brought to me, having been picked up float- 
ing down a neighbouring river in a basket : 
the person who found him was a young, 
man, named Govindah. Judging of my 
brother's disposition by my own, I readily 
imagined that this was his act, committed in 
revenge for the loss of his property: I there- 
fore meditated a deadly retaliation, and con- 
sulted a friend how I should proceed to 
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effect it. This friend it was who first con- 
ceived the idea of throwing a stigma on my 
brother's birth, and thus enabling me to 
lay claim to the right of the eldest son \ by 
which means, should the deposed rajah be 
reinstated, I might, on his death, succeed 
tp the musnud. Hence sprung all my 
crimes. This little seed of ambition, sown 
in a soil so congenial to its growth, rapidly 
sprung up like a rank weed, and I fed upon 
it to intoxication. Years passed away; 
and, notwithstanding unceasing attempts to 
fix a blot on my brother's birth in such a 
way that it should be fatal to his rights, I 
could not succeed : he was still considered 
the eldest son, and every where respected 
and beloved. It happened that my brother 
had d son as well as myself, though con- 
siderably younger than mine, named Jeoba. 



336 PANDURANG HARi. 

The child was seldom seen by any one ; and,' 
deadly enemies as my brother and myself 
were, it was not likely he would ever come 
into my sight, nnless by some extraordi- 
nary accident My friend and adviser, 
whom I have before mentioned, informed 
me on6 day, that my brother had sought 
the hand of a girl named Sagoonah for his 
son Jeoba. This information greatly en- 
raged me; for^ though the father of Sa^ 
goonah was poor, he ranked high in his 
caste, being no less than a Nagga Brahmin, 
and much respected by the people. Before 
my brother's proposals were accepted, I 
presented myself to the father of Sagoo- 
nah, and made an offer in behalf of my 
son Mahadeo. The father immediately 
mentioned to me the proposals made by 
my elder brother; and said that, at present, 
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he could give neither of us an answer, as he 
must have time to consider well so impor- 
tant an affair. This reply did not entirely 
deprive me of all hope; and I remained 
quiet, determined that the father of the 
girl should not have any rational grounds 
for objecting to my alliance. I was, how- 
ever, disappointed ; the girl was betrothed 
to my nephew, instead of my son. This 
stung me deeply — my pride was wounded, 
and I vowe(} deep unrelenting vengeance 
on both father and son. I swore I would 
crush them — ^sweep them from the earth — 
annihilate them ! Sevaje, knowing well my 
disposition, determined to quit his estate, 
and retire to Chandore, having occasion 
to visit Indore first, upon business. I ob- 
tained intelligence of his design ; I knew he 
must pass through a jungle ; and there, 
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with two hired ruffians,. I waylaid him and 
his child. The latter I wrested fix>m liini^ 
and gave to my followers, desiring them to 
carry my orders into effect at a little dis- 
tance ; and, as soon !as they had turned 
their backs, I stabbed my brother, who in- 
stantly fell. I was going to tepeat my blow 
' as he lay on the ground, to niake assurance 
doubly sure; but, hearing a noise, as <^ 
persons approadnng, 1 ran away, I knew 
not T^idier. In my path I saw something 
white, which I found to be the boy, wh<Hn 
my followers, probably also in alarm, bad 
flung down, but liad not destroyed, as I in- 
tetided they should have done. I snatched 
np the child, intending to have murdered it 
in a deep ravine that lay at no great dis- 
tance, when I heard voices and footsteps 
very near. I felt certain that my brother's 
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body had been seen, and I was pursued. 
I ran, to get clear 'of my pursuers, with-* 
out knowing whither, and found myself, at 
last, close to some bullocks, apparently har-^- 
nessed for marching, though not a single 
attendant was in sight. My pursuers gained 
upon me ; and to be caught with the child 
in my arms, would be to make detection 
certain^ while it also impeded my flight I 
had scarcely time to throw the boy among 
the bullocks, which were standtbg together 
in a knot, there being no hedge, ditch, or 
copse near, where I could leave him, and 
recover him, so as to make sure of hi^ 
death. The pursuit still continued, until I 
entered a village, where there was a well, 
a little out of the road. Some bushes 
hid me from sight a mcHuent, and I went 
"down the steps, and. stood upon the lowest 
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My pursuers passed by into the village, an^ 
thus missed me. ' . . 

"I remained in the well the best part of 
the night. All was quiet ; and as I knew, if I 
delayed until the dawn, I should be found 
by the people who would come for wa- 
ter, and thus the villagers suspect me, I 
mounted the steps before day, and, once 
more in the fields, retraced my road, think- 
ing I might recover my nephew; but I 
either mistook the path, or, if I did not, I 
could discover no bullocks, nor even marks 
of their feet, th^ way I travelled.^ I was 
thus foiled in l*espect to the child, whom I 
long considered dead, or brought up in 
some lowly cabin, and ignorant of his 
parentage; and that, therefore, I should 
hear nothing more of him. My surprise 
was great, a few days ago, to find, by means 
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of an intercepted letter, that he was in exr 
istence, and well acquainted with his paren- 
tage. I was still more struck, when I re- 
collected how frequently I had fallen in 
with him, whilst wandering about as a gos- 
sein, in years past, and how I have perse- 
cuted and lain in wait for him. My rea- 
sons for having done this will be seen in 
the sequel of my confession : at present 
I will continue my history, from the time 
of my brother's attempted murder, and the 
lossof his son. 

*' I now began to fear that inquiry would 
be made into the sudden disappearance of 
my brother and his child. I knew I should 
be immediately suspected as an accessary to 
it; and therefore caused myself to be car- 
ried into Satarah in a litter, having pre- 
viously cut myself in several places, ancj 
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iuunaig my ganiient$ stain^ with blood. ' I 
gsve out that my brother and myself had 
beeii attacked by ruffians^ that I had. for*- 
ointttte^^ esoapeA ; ]but tl^at. I feared my brot* 
the^ and his son had fallen by their hands. 
I had; taken the precaution to foi^e a l^ttev 
iM^frdiii^my'brbtber, inviting me tb join him 
at Indor^;- sb that I fancied no su^icuMi 
attached itself to me. The father o£ Sa^ 
goonslh, however, was by no means satisfied 
with my statement of thii$ a£&ir, and'op^ly 
declared he would investigate the matter 
most strictly. ' I was in a great fury at this 
conduct Upon his part;' and I determined, 
as I had gone so fat in the case of my bro* 
ther, I would not hesitate to take my re* 
venge tipon him. My guilt in this case 
was never even suspected, so adroitly was 
tiie affair managed — I removed him <mt of 
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the way by poison. His wife became a 
suttee, and I saw her ascend the fiineralf 
pile of her husband ^ I ^w the fire enve^ 
lope lier^ and I heard her shriek of deallf 
pierce through the red fierce flames .with 
inward delight, when I reflected that no om 
thing now stood in my way to thwart -my 
projects!" — [Here the auditoi^ of Omiput 
utterod a .gioanJ ofhorror^ but no one spoken 
He paused amoment^ and resumed his imr4 
rafive.] 

^ The orphan, Sagoonah, was left un* 
protected ; but some charitable persons con** 
veyed her to her aunt, at Poona.: She 
had an uncle; but as he resided in Marwar^ 
^nd had never seen her, and she, perhaps^ 
had never heard his name, the roof of her 
aunt was her only secure refuge. This 
aunt was a very poor widow j and, by a 
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singular coincidence of circumstances, I was 
very nigh staining my hands with the blood 
of her niece, though, at the time, little sus- 
pecting who my victim was. By an event 
no less strange, the girl was rescued and 
protected by the very man to whom she 
was betrothed — by Jeoba, my nephew, 
whom I had often met under the name 
of Pandurang HkrL But to return to 
the regular chain of my history : a&er 
the funeral of Sagoonah's father and his 
wife, I saw no chance of our &mily suc- 
ceeding to the musnud of Satarah; and 
I repented deeply the supposed murder of 
my brother — for that he was murdered I 
had not the smallest doubt. Being looked 
upon with an evil eye by many persons in 
society, I pretended to bewail my brother's 
loss; and gave out my intention of becoming 
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a sunyasse^ and retiring from the world. 
I very soon afterwards carried my intention 
into effect, having farmed out my estate; 
which, however, the government seques- 
tered, as soon as my absence and the course 
of life I had adopted were known. Tliis 
act reduced me to real povierty ; and I was 
also under the necessity of becoming a gos- 
sein. I caused my son Mahadeo to enter 
into the same mode of life, and we were 
regularly consecrated by a religious re- 
cluse, and duly commenced our wandering 
state of mendicity. Meeting with a set of 
gosseins, we joined them; and, conducting 
us to a cavern, they produced their ganga 
and opium, and began to smoke. The pipe 
was offered to me, and I inhaled the som- 
niferous vapour until my head became af- 
fected, and I fell down insensible. On awak- 
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ing, I found my son had departed; nor 
could I obtain any tidings of him for many 
years, though I wandered every where in 
search of him. The prayers of the Peeshwa 
for a son being heard, he ga^e a grand feast 
to all the gosseins, from every part of In- 
dia, who Would come. I readily attended, 
and there fii^st saw his confidant, Trim- 
bnckje Danglia. He was then in the 
zenith of favour, and homage was paid 
to him by all present; but whether there 
was more ^reverence in my manner of sa- 
luting him, ot he discovered in my eyes a 
beam of wickedness that correspcmded with 
his own, aind a- talent that might be usefiil 
to him, t cannot tell : it suffices, that^ after 
the featst was over, he sent for me. I waited 
upon him^ and he demanded my name. I 
told him it was Gabbage Gossein : this was 
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the name by which I went, after taking 
up a religious habit; but I was commonly 
styled Gabbage Gousl% from my supposed 
habits of avarice. Trimbuckje told me he 
was in want of a gpHtrdy a religious instructor, 
to his household, and made me the o£Cer of 
.tiie situation ; which I gladly acccepted^ and 
took up my residence in Poona. 

^^ I soon discovered that Trimbuckje was 
very careless on the score of his religious 
duties ; like many statesmen who keep up 
an hypocritical shew of regard for their 
established creeds, but in realiQr are of no 
religion at all. It was an excellent plea, 
however, for my being closeted with him 
frequently, and thus I became a ret^y sharer 
with him in all his schemes of vlllany. 
There being a great meeting of our tribe 
at Indore, I procured leave of absence, and 
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proceeded thither. On returning I entered 
the hut of a recluse whom I met at Indore, 
and who promised to join me the following 
day. In his hovel I smoked ganga, and 
fell into a deep sleep, from which I was 
awakened by feeling water flung in my face. 
When I came to myself, I found that a tra- 
veller had discovered the hut to be on fire, 
had removed me from danger, and extin- 
guished the flames. This traveller appeared 
to me a young man without money or em- 
ployment, and apparently of such a pliable 
disposition, that I conceived, with a little 
tutoring, he iiiight become very useful to me 
at Poona. I persuaded him to turn gossein 
on the spot, and to follow me. His name 
was Pandurang Hari. In stripping him to 
besmear him with dirt and ashes, I dis- 
covered he had a long bag of rupees tied 
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round his \^aist» I made no observation to 
liim on the discovery, but secretly deterr 
mined the money should be mine by some 
means or other. We. sallied; forth oil the 
road to Poona, not now thinking it worth 
my while to await longer the owner of the 
hut, who had delayed beyond the time fixed 
for his return. On the road, I instructed 
my pupil in the art of raising money by 
begging. One method of extortion is, by 
letting the blood flow from some part of the 
body, or by threatening to use a dagger ; 
the person so tlireatened, knowing that ill 
fortune is the consequence if he causes 
the blood of a gossein to flow, is instantly 
alarmed and pays his mite. Thus we im- 
pose on the public credulity, and thus the 
greater part of the religious mendicants 
gain their profits. Not in the present in- 
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Stance desirous to wound myselfj I proposed 
t6 my pupil that he should undertake the 
ceremony, whilst I collected the money. 
Pandurang Gossein was not the soft fellow 
I expected to find him; for, on desiring him 
to cut, he drew the knife across my arm in- 
stead of his own. I raised a mob directly, 
and accused him of an attempt to murd^ me 
for my share of the money which he carried: 
his rupees were thereupon taken from him, 
and he was ordered to quit Pooria. Having 
secured his cash, I had made the best bar* 
gain, and felt glad the fellow was gone, ai^ 
he was much too sharp for an instrument 
such as I then wished. 

'^ I now joined Trimbuckje again, and 
remained in his service some time ; when a 
difference occurring between us, I quitted 
Inm and went to Bombay, where I gave out 
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I was deeply skilled in magic. I bad not 
resided long in that city when my services 
were required to conjure to death an Eng- 
lishman in office there. The person who 
brought me the written proposals was a 
peon in the police office, who, to my great 
wonder and amazement, I discovered was 
my old acquaintance Pandurang Hari. I 
owed him a grudge, and when the afiair 
was discovered, which from the incautious 
conduct of the parties it was very soon, I 
did not hesitate to implicate him in the 
plot, and he was imprisoned in consequence. 
I was put into a room out of Uie common 
gaol, from which I contrived to escape in 
the night by bribing a police peon, who had 
charge of the chowkee. 

" I felt that Bombay was no place for me 
to remain in one hour longer, and I gp% 
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clear off to Poona again ; there interest 
induced me to seek a reconciliatioh with 
Trimbuckje. He became friendly again, 
and placed me once more upon his esta- 
blishmenU Nothing of moment occurred, 
until one day when the Peeshwa went to 
the Motee-baugh, when it appeared that 
he saw a pretty girl at a window. He be- 
came desirous of obtaining her for his ha- 
rem, and Trimbuckje was despatched for 
the purpose of making her an offer to that 
effect, on the part of the Peeshwa. On 
getting a view of her features, Trimbuckje 
became enamoured as well as his master, 
and neglected his employer's interest for 
his own, proposing to take her under his 
protection. The girl refused indignantly, 
and threatened to make the Peeshwa ac- 
quainted with the way in which she had 
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been treated. Had she done this, Trlm- 
buckje must have been ruined ; I was there - 
fore employed to silence the girl effectually, 
and I engaged three gosseins of infamous 
character to assist me. We enticed her to 
a lonely house in the suburbs, where we 
prepared to stab her; but none had the 
heart to do it, and my companions seemed 
anxious to save her. Upon this I rushed 
into the apartment where we had secured 
the unfortunate girl, and grasped her throat 
with a violence I considered sufficient to 
occasion her death by suffocation. I then 
opened the window and we threw her out, 
purposing to go round and convey the 
body to the river, and there fling it in. 
Before we could get to the back of the house 
where the window looked, . we were necessi- 
tated to make a circuit of some distance ; 
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and on our arrival under the window, what 

was our surprise to discover the body gone ! 

We were now all of us terribly alarmed. 

We lit torches, and proceeded to hunt 

about, even to the bank of the river. We 

had distinctly heard a splash, ^nd concluded 

that the girl, having recovered enough to 

get upon her legs, and run ^e knew not 

whither from her fright, had made off. un-: 

consciously in the direction of the water and 

&llen in, or plunged iix upon seeing us in 

pursuit Still we were in doubt whether 

siie was dead or not. Upon returning to 

Trimbuckje, I told him his orders had been, 

executed, and he liberally rewarded me, and 

hoped he should hear no more c^ the mtur- 

der. On the following day, to my great dis« 

may, the aunt of the supposed murdered 

girl, by some unaccountable mode, obtained 
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admission to die palace, and to the Peesh-< 
wa's presence, to whom she related the cir- 
cumstances of the death of her niece as far 
as she knev,. The Peeshwa, iindiiig the 
murdered girl to be iio other than she y^Yiowt 
be was desirous of placing in his harem, 
if^as enraged beyond measure, and pledged 
himself to discover the murderer of tbje old 
wom^s niece* Trimbuckje was in great 
alarm, and I was in no less fright, and we 
#ertf considering how we couUb best waxd off 
tlie blow that seemed impending over usy 
when a stranger desired to be admitted ta 
him. I was not then present, but what 
passed I knew from Trimbuckje, The. 
stranger offered to criminate Habeshee 
Kotwall, a decided enemy of Trjmbuckje's, 
He appeared to know every particular of 
the murder, and it must have been be, who* 
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ever be was, that carried off the body from 
beneath the window* I did not understand 
that he stated the girlhad escaped death, 
by which I concluded i she was really no 
more. I never saw the stranger until the 
day when, in the character, of a jiaagit^an^ 
he entered the palace to accuse the Habe- 
shee to the Peeshwa. I then deteroiined tQ 
get a glance at his face, anid going round by 
a private passage which led to the Peeshwa*& 
closet, where the magician was seated, what 
was my surprise to discover, under all his 
disguises of paint and dress, my old ac- 
quaintance Pandurang Hari ! I was so 
struck I could scarcely tear myself away, 
and I was, I believe, nearly discovered by 
the Peeshwa. Pandurang in this affair acted 
entirely on our side, and in our favour; it 
was not therefore my interest to thwart 
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him. I awaited the result of his plans, 
which ended in the conviction and death of 
the Habeshee. Well, I thought to myself, 
this is a very clever fellow : how much was I 
mistaken in thinking otherwise of him! 
There remained some mystery about the 
aifair to be fathomed still, and I determined 
to watch the steps of Pandurang very 
closely. Observing Pandurang frequently 
gain access to Trimbuckje, I caused a man 
named Sun too to watch his steps, and re-* 
port to me his place of abode, the houses he 
visited, and the individuals who resided with 
him. He obeyed my orders with great ex- 
actness, and one day informed me that he 
had watched Pandurang into the house of 
a poor cultivator at a small village near 
Poona, and also that two strange women 
were living in the same house. I instantly 
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saved my son from a watery grave. I ad- 
dressed her, saying, I had seen her face 
before. ' Indeed !' she demanded — where ? 

* Near Satarah/ I replied. She looked, but 
did not recollect my features. I inquired 
after h^r son Govindah : she answered in a 
mournful voice, ' He is dead V — * And so 
young!' I observed; 'surely disease could 
not so roughly handle him ?' — * A villain 
handled him !' she replied. ' What, mur- 
dered !* I exclaimed, * who could have had 
an enmity towards him? She answered, 

* the wretch whose life he saved from the 
waters — ^he killed his preserver,' — * Speak ! 
who "mean you ?' I asked. — * Your son Ma- 
hadeo— your son,' said she, looking me full 
in the face; *and art thou, indeed, Gunput 
ilao ? — thou hast a son as great a fiend as 
thyself ! '-^* Dost thou know where my son 
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is ?' I eagerly questioned her — ' canst thou 
tell me where he is to be found; years have 
past since I beheld his face T — * Question 
me not further about your miserable child : 
he lives, no doubt — where, or how, I neither 
know nor care,' she answered. I againurged 
her to explain to me where I should find 
my son, and expressed my belief he could 
not have committed sudi a deed. She told 
me to speak no more to her on the subject, 
for her brain maddened at the recollection 

4 

of it; and she bade me quit the place before 
sunrise. Finding it impossible to learn any 
thing more from her respecting him, I re- 
tired to my apartment, and in the morning 

pursued my journey to Satarah. The dis- 

' • ■ ' . ' '' 

tance being short, I arrived about noon. 

While in the city I found that Sagoonah's 

uncle had returned from Marwar ; biit that 
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he intended tx) go thither again in about a 
year's time with an immense capital. I 
contrived to get introduced to his notice^ 
and found him a man of haughty and as- 
piring ideas ; but before I mentioned to him 
my knowledge of his niece, I made more in- 
quiries in the town concerning her; and the 
result was a firm conviction on my part, that 
the girl I had seen at the cultivator's cot* 
tag^ undeir the protection of Pandurang 
Hari, was the very same to whom my ne- 
phew had been betrothed. The report that 
the rajah would be reinstated on the musnud 
happened about this time, and kindled in 
my ambitious mind the desire of securing 
myself the succession, though how to e£fect 
this object did not then appear by any 
means clear to me. 

*< My visits to Sagoonah's unde at length 
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became very frequent, and I at last yen- 
tnred to mention to him his niece, advising 
him to take her home and aggrandize hinw 
self and her by marriage. He assured me 
he was perfectly willing so to do, if he could 
find her out; but all attempts for that pur- 
pose had hitherto proved abortive. ^ Could 
J but find her,' he said, ^ some rich ja- 
gheerdar would doubtless seek her hand in 
marriage, (m account of my wealth, and the 
purity of her caste.' I told him he might 
soar higher than a jagheerdar, foraprince 
might be proud of such a wife. ^ Princes,' 
he observed, ^ are not so plentiful, and it 
seems the relatives of the present rajah are 
all dead.' I told him not all, for the nearest 
of them stood before him. He inquired if I 
was Sevaje. I told hun no--^ was no more; 
but that I was his brother, Gkinput Rao^ 
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^nd claiiii^ the right of succession to the 
throne. The banker then asked if .my son 
lived also. I told him he did^ and, with Jus 
consent, should have his niece in marriage. 
He was much surprised: At what I related^ 
but, told me. I talked as if his. niece were 
close at handy deiRandipg if I knew any 
thing ^f her. I told him I .did, and that I 
wished . I had as accurate information re- 
^pecting, my son; but I pledged myself to 
find him out and deliver his niece, to hinii 
provided he pledged himself to compel her 
to marry my. son, imd aid. us with his wealth 
j^n Attempting the sovereignty. The .banker, 
who looked no higher than a landholder 
for his niece, instantly agreed to my pro- 
pcMsalj and. promised his niece and his poffcyrs 
should be at my command. . He bade me 
first haste and secure his niece, giving me 
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full authority to do so, and to bring her to 
Satarah. After some other topics were 
touched upon, I tdokmylefive and haistened 
to Poona, imagining I could pounce upon 
Sagoonah without much trouble. But in 
this I was mistaken ; for Pandurang Harl, 
having obtained a situation under Trim- 
buckje Danglia in Kandeish, had left the 
cultivator's cottage, and proceeded to his 
station. I despatched a shrewd gossein aftet 
them; but, although he actually had them 
at one time in his power, he let them sli^ 
through his fingers, having been wounded 
by a bullock-driver, with whom he found it 
necessary to form an acquaintance. I em- 
ployed divers stratagems to make ISagoonah 
quit her home in Kandebh ; but, being now 
on her guard, she never ventured out. 
" Trimbuckje requiring my' presence 

R 3 



366 PANBURANG HARI. 

about this time, I could not proceed fa 
Kandeish, but was obliged to depend upon 
my hirelings. The business upon which 
I went related to the murder o£ a shastree, 
who was on his way from Guzerat to the 
court at Poona. The particulars of this 
murder I can state when required : I shall 
only now say that he Was murdered; Trim- 
buckje was su^cted, and his person de- 
manded by the British Goyemment. In 
this predicament he consulted me, and I 
advised a quiet submission to his fate ; and 
that, as his life was not to be forfeited, there 
was every hope he might escape from his 
prison again. I recommended him to se« 
lect the most cunning of his followers, 
amongst whom was Pandurang Harl, whose 
name I mentioned, being anxious for his 
removal from Kandeish, to enable me to 
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succeed in my plans relative to Sagoonah. 
Trimbuclge also appeared anxious that Pan- 
durang should accompany him ; and his 
anxieQr was so evident, that I could not 
help mentioning it to several o^ his most 
ccmfidential attendants. I learned, to my 
mortification, that Suntoo, whom I had first 
set as a spy at the cultivator's cottage, had 
recognized the parties, and made Trim- 
buckje acquainted with the existence of Sa- 
goonah : hence his anxiety to deprive her 
of the protection of Pandurang Hari. I 
now saw plainly I should have to contend 
with Trimbuckje Danglia, and oppose my 
cunning to his force. During my last in- 
terview with him, before his apprehension, 
he was pettish and quarrelsome, and I was 
haugh^r and insolent, which I then felt 
I might be, he being a fallen star. He 
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resented my conduct, bade me depart, and 
never appear before him again; and I with- 
drew in a rage. Pandurang Hari arrived and 
set oiFwith Trimbuckje to Thannah ; and, 
as soon as they were gone, I proceeded to 
Kandeish, where I found Trimbuckje's 
power had outdone my craftiness. Sagoo- 
nah and her aunt had been forcibly seized, 
and conveyed to Asseerghur, tlie killehdar 
of which place was a sworn friend of Trim- 
buckje's. 

^^ Nothing daunted in my detennination, 
I returned to Poona, and once more jour- 
neyed to Satarah, to report to the banker 
my failure. I said, * Neither your niece 
nor my son are yet found : I hope, never- 
theless, ' to recover the former very soon, 
and then deliver her into your hands/ 
The banker expressed his regret at the cir- 
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cumstance, saying, he left it aU to me, as he 
was about taking a second journey to Mar- 
war; and, on his return, he should hope to 
find both the young man arid woman await^ 
ing his arrival at Satarah. Pleased at find- 
ing the banker still confided in me, I pro- 
mised to spare no pains to do as he desired 
during his absence, particularly as his niece 
was running up and down the country 
under the protection of a vagaborid. 

" I found it impracticable to get the wo- 
men out of the fort, arid thercjfore awaited 
very impatiently the deliverance of Trim- 
buckje out of the hands of the English, and 
his re-appearance in the Deccan ; for 1 ne- 
ver doubted but he would contrive, in some 
way or another, to effect his escape. * In 
this idea I found I was ultimately :correi;t. 
Trimbuckje,' requiring the help of a frierid, 
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sent a messenger to me, desiring I would 
procure horses to be ready near the Than- 
nah river. Not imderstanding the message 
delivered by the men sent, I joumied to 
Thannah as a gossein, where I soon found 
out the intentions of the captive^. I de- 
termined to aid him, that I might cmee 
more get admitted to his household, by 
which means alone I should be able to fiii- 
thom his intentions towards the women at 
Asseerghiu:. I was the more ready to aid in 
his escape, from finding that he only was to 
escape, and that his followers would remain 
prisoners: so that Pandurang Hari could 
not interfere with my future view3 respect- 
ing the females. Trimbuckje escaped, and 
fled to Kandeish. The Peeshwa corre- 
sponded with him ; but Trimbuckje*s day 
of glory was over, and I fqund it a useless 
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loss of time to dangle after him, and mingle 
in his train ; yet, hardly knowing what step 
to take, I staid with him mitil the sudden 
arrival of Pandurang Harl and one of his 
servants, indio had been left behind at 
Thannah. The name of the servant was 
Nanna. He infcnmed us of their having 
been seized by a horde of Pindarees, and 
ct the events which occurred in a ruined 
fortress. The fellow related the story of 
a Musselman, named Fuzl Khan, which 
amused Trimbuckje highly* Finding this, 
he related the history of another of the 
band, who was a Hindoo, and, to my asto- 
nishment, proved to be my own son, Maha- 
deo; of whom Nanna could give me no ac- 
count, after his escape from the Pindarees 
himself. Pandurang Hari was coldly re* 
oeived by Trimbuckje, who viewed him as 
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a rival with Sagoonah, and Ti^ished him at 
the bottom of the sea. Not getting any 
regard for planning TrunbuckjeV escape, 
as was promised him, he quitted us ; and, I 
have reason to believe, went to Eandeish, 
where he had left Sagoonah and her aunt. 
Trimbuckje said, when he quitted, ^ he will 
find what he deserves at the village.' I 
therefore felt convinced orders had been 

« 

sent there to put him out of the 'way, if he 
appeared again. I felt great pleasure af this, 
because, in that case, an obstacle in my way 
would thus be removed. 

" I was so fully assured of the necessity 
of getting rid of this Pandiirang Hari, that 
I determined to have him assassinated my- 
self, should Trimbuckje fail to do it. I 
was meditating how I should best carry my 
intentions into effect, when Nanna,' boiling 
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with rage, informed me tbat Trimbuckje, 
instead of rewarding him, as he piomised, 
tor aiding in his escape, had repakl his ser- 
vices by intriguing with his wife; and that 
be determined to be revenged upon hini at 
any risk. Anxious to secure such a tool to 
aid me in my purposes, and to follow up 
my plans respecting Panduriahg Hari, I af- 
fected to enter into his feelings, and so blew 
up yet higher the feeling of revenge that 
still lurked in his bosom, until he swore to 
murder Trimbuckje, by stabbing him when 
alone. I did not ima^^e he would succeed ; 
but, whether he succeeded or noC, the at- 
tempt would answer every end I had in 
view. He failed, and came to me for pro- 
tection. I offered to save him, if he would 
swear to serve me. He dared not refuse 
my terms ; but consented, at my instigation, 
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to murder Pandurang Hibri. For this end 
I concealed him for the time, and then sent 
Nanna, for the purpose of hunting him 
down, to Trimbudcje's Tillage, in Kand^sb, 
whither I knew he had proceeded. At the 
village I informed Nanna he would see two 
active agents of mine — men of smgular cou* 
rage, and with hands that had much blood 
on them ;*-one, a robber by profession ; the 
other, named Kokoo, not at all his inferior, 
having a head to contrive, and a hand to 
execute any mischief. To these men I had 
entrusted the rescue «f Sagoonah and her 
aunt from the power of Trimbuckje, and 
felt almost certain of success, anxiously 
awaiting intelligence frpm them. Trim- 
buckje Danglia's importance being gone, 
his friends and train fell off from him, one 
by one, «id, by-and-bye, he absomded no 
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one knew whither. Not hearing from Ko- 
koo or Nanna, I determined upon proceed- 
ing towards the fort of Asseerghur myself; 
an passing which, I found the women were 
no longer there, having made their escape. 
In going through a deep glen, where 
there was but one small hut, being thirsty, 
I demanded admittance. The door was 
opened by an old man, in whom I recog- 
nized my brother Sevaje, whom I believed 
dead long ago. I mentioned my name, re- 
ceived what I requested to drink, and de- 
parted. At times I had wished the blood 
of a brother lay not upon my head : now, 
when I saw him alive, a formidable obstacle 
to my views, I wished him out of the way 
most heartily ; and, hastening to Kokoo 
and his companions, I unfolded all my 
plans to them, and made them swear to 
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murder the inhabitant of the glen as soon 
as possible. I thus buoyed myself up with 
the hope of learning that Pandurang had 
been despatched, the women secured, and 
my brother, the goatherd of the glen, as he 
was styled, really destroyed. On my arrival 
at Asseerghur, Nanna crossed my path, and 
we agreed to meet under the fort. Instead 
of hearing from him that my plans had sue* 
ceeded, I was mortified at discovering that 
Pandurang Hari had not been found, that 
the women had escaped, and that Kokoo 
and his companions had been shut up in a 
cell, and left to starve to death. My anger 
knew no bounds, and it was some time be- 
fore I could understand that Kokoo was 
living, but that his companion was a corpse. 
I immediately set out with Nanna to the 
place where this affair took place, becau^ 
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Kokoo was waiting my arrival there. On 
entering a dark cavern, Nanna led me to a 
small chamber, where he told me the body 
of Kokoo's companion lay, and that we 
should find him in another comer of the 
cavern. I entered, and, to my amazement, 
found two dead bodies instead of one. It 
struck me Nanna was deceiving me, and I 
looked upon him as a traitor. Instead of 
finding Kokoo, we discovered a sick man, a 
stranger. Upon this my rage rose to mad- 
ness; and, drawing my dagger, I struck 
Nanna with it in the side, and left him for 
dead. I now retraced my steps to Asseer- 
ghur by the road that led through the glen; 
and, on looking into the hut of Sevaje, I 
found Kokoo there, the door open, and my 
brother, the goatherd, fled. Kokoo was 
overcome with weakness after his incarce* 
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ration, and wss resting against the walL It 
appeared that, owing to Kokoo's want of 
caution, they had enUsted Pandurang Hari 
himself to assist them; who, having heard 
all their designs, had fastened them into 
the cell at the cavern, and left them to 
perish« 

<^ Kokoo was in a desperate rage to be so 
duped, and he swore vengeance, while I 
encouraged his relentless humour. We 
proceeded back towards Asseerghur, where I 
intended to give Kokoo necessary rest On 
our way we met with a gossein whom I had 
despatched to trace out Sagoonah : he gave 
me information of her having been seen by 
a bullock-driver whom he knew, and that 
they were gone towards Guzerat The 
bullock-driver stated that he might have 
brought them to Asseerghur, but for his 
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employer ; who, when he stopped them, 
released them, and suffered them to go thehr 
own way. This was two months prior to 
that day. Kokoo soon after volunteered his 
services to proceed after them to Guzerat 
with the gossein, who hoped to overtake the 
bullock-driver in his return to Nasik. The 
latter was able to identify the persons of 
the women. I then bent my own steps to- 
wards Poona. The war was at its height; 
and, as the English had possession of Poona, 
the probability of the Satarah rajah being 
reinstated became greater, and my hopes of 
success proportionably strengthened. On 
my arrival at Poona, I connected myself 
with several dissatisfied persons, and soon 
found myself involved in treasonable con- 
spiracies. My amazement may be conceived, 
when the conspirat(»rs introduced me, atone 
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of our meetings, to a young man, who, they 
ihformed me, was the successor to the Sa- 
tarah throne, and one of the most active 
among them. This young man proved to 
be my unhappy long-lost son, Mahadeo, 
who was equally surprised at meeting his 
father again. When the conspirators were 
made acquainted with our affinity, they be- 
came more sanguine than ever ; for, on my 
succeeding to the throne through the aid of 
the English, my first afct'wasto have been 
to their injury, by an attempt to retake 
jPoona. The particulars of this conspiracy 
are here." [Gunput now handed them in 
writing to the resident.] " While we were 
arranging the proceedings in this conspi- 
racy, Kokoo returned from Guzerat, in- 
forming me that he had been disappointed 
at Broach, by the seizure of two strange 
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persons, instead of Pandurang and Sa- 
goonah. He had left spies over them, 
being obliged to remove from the neigh- 
bourhood himself, from motives of personal 
safety. These spies followed a man and 
woman to Satarah, and we secured them ; 
but found we had obtained a strange female, 
o£ whom we knew nothing, and a man, 
whom I ordered to be imprisoned, until we 
could get from him some account of the 
motions of Pandurang Hari and Sagoonah. : 
. " I had heard my brother Sevaje was 
in Satarah, but where concealed I could 
never discover. It was reported he had as- 
sembled near six hundred men, determined 
to fight for the crown on the death of the 
rajah. I called a council, and it was re- 
vived that we should also increase our 
numbers; for the pay of whom I proposed 
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that I should, by some sacrifices, obtain the ar* 
rears of my estate-rents and of my brother's, 
fi*om the time of their sequestration. We 
discovered that my brother received his mo» 
ney firom Shewdhut Wanee, of Indore; and 
that the best method to cut off these re- 
sources, was to despatch Wanee out of the 
way. Tliis Kokoo did with his own hand. My 
brother*s partisans, however, attacked my 
treasure, and deprived me of a great por« 
tion of it. I^thus began to despair of weak- 
ening his forces, and, at length, acceded td 
his proposal of the trial by punchayet of 
our respective rights; not for an instant 
supposing he was aware of his son's exis- 
tence. Finding matters, in this respect, 
the reverse of what I expected, I repentsd 
the giving my assent to this mode of settUag 
our claims; and despatched a party to cot 
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off Naroba, on his way to the arbitration. 
By some means my plan miscarried Na* 
roba was a shrewd and keen fellow, and I 
dreaded his influence and penetration. I 
had considered Sagoonah's uncle my staunch 
friend; but, to my surprise, he, all at once, 
became cool, and seemed to have no longer 
any zeal in my behalf. The decree, too, I 
found, before it was promulgated, was not 
in my favour. My troops also had cap- 
tured despatches from Naroba to the com- 
mander in Sevaje*s strong hold, and with 
them a letter to Pandurang HarL What 
was my astonidunent at discorering, from its 
contents, and the congratulations mingled 
up in it, that he was the Prince Jeoba, the 
son of Sevaje, and the successor to the mus- 
nud I * Now,' thought I, < the sovereignty 
is g(me from me for ever ! but if I cannot 
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mount the throne, neither Sevaje nor his 

son shalL I will strike a blow to effect this, 

) . " ■ . ■ 

if we all perish together !' 

<^ I summoned Kokoo, and we arranged, 
that when our respective corps met to enter 
the city, we should charge Sevaje's troops. 
Understanding my brother would proceed 
to join his men in person, we waylaid him, 
and got, him into our power: how he was 
rescued I need not tell. From the conflict I 
alone survive ; my son, Kokoo, all my prin- 
cipal confi4ants, have fallen ! I now stand 
alone. My dream of ill-starred ambition 
has vanished ! That which cost me so much 
toil, anxiety, and crime, is as if it had never 
been ! No longer excited by criminal hope, 
or su{^rted by the perpetual attraction to 
the great pbject of my wishes, my spirit has 
fallen back upon itself: it is indifferent to 
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any state of things i^ith life, and henceforth 
it must be occupied. by corroding reflec- 
tions, and that bitter anguish of the soul 
which, scorches, but consumes not — which 
tortures, but will not destroy! I bow, 
therefore, to that fate, which it cannot be., 
said I have left one effort untried to thwart; 
and when I enter the dungeon where the 
remnant of my wretched hours is to be 
passed, I shall reflect that I am but another 
victim added to those who have been sa- 
crificed in the pursuit of the objects of a 
criminal and too-daring ambition ?* 

Such was the miserable history of my 
uncle's guilty career. The whole of it was 
reduced to writing ; and the part which he 
gave in added to it, containing the details 
of the murder of the shastree, and the con- 
spiracy at Poona. When the durbar bro^e 
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iip> I hastened to Sagoonah, to lay before 
ber the pa3*ticiilars of my imdie's oonfisssion. 
I took the same opportunity o£ relating my 
own adventures, previous to the time when 
I rescued her from the hands of the assas- 
sins. My father, who was present, severely 
chid me for many of my actions, and read 
me a lecture on the crimes of my juvenile 
days. Except pleading the mode of my 
bringing up, and the people with whom I 
associated — the rabble of the camp, and the 
society of those who, like myself, were de- 
pendant upon chance for exist«[ice — I could 
offer no defence, and bowed to his censures. 
On hk retirmg, I remained alone with Sa- 
goonab* both of us anticipating the plea- 
siires of the future, and our union in those 
bonds which deaths in Hindustan, can 
scarcely be said to break asunder. 
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In a few days my father determined upon 
going in state to the Temple of the Pre- 
server, to make pi\j[a, and I prepared to 
accompany him. Crowds of his subjects 
were assembled to behold their new sove- 
reign, and among those present I observed 
Fuzl Khan. How he found his way to 
Satarah I could not imagine ; but, on my 
return to the palace, I sent for Nanna, and 
got him to make some inquiries respecting 
Fuzl. Nanna told me that he had been 
some days in Satarah, and having heard 
that Pandurang Hari was a prince, deters 
mined upon getting a sight of him, hoping 
he should not be entirely fisrgotten. I sent 
for him, and the fellow came, makix^ as 
many salaams to the very ground as he 
made to Nagoo in the fortress of Asseer- 
ghur, before he sent us out to plunder his 
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wife.' "How," said I, "came you in Sa- 
tarah ?" — " Since your highness saw me at 
Broach, with irons on my legs," he replied, 
" much has happened to me. The dull- 
ness of a convict's life was, by no means, 
suitable to my disposition, a high-spirited 
Musselman as I had always been. Your 
highness will not, therefore, censure me 
for leaving dashed out the teeth of my 
guard, with the irons placed on me for 
securing my presence, and then taking to 
my heels. I wandered about the country 
for some time, till I found myself at Jum- 
booseer, where a number of boats lay at 
anchor. I hired myself to the tindal of 
one of them; and, in the character and 
capacity of a sailor, I arrived at Bombay. 
There I left my master, and wandered about 
the Deccan, until chance led me to Ah- 
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mednugur, where I was imprisoned upon a 
false diarge. In the same gaol with my- 
self were several Bheels, who were impri- 
soned for life. These men got hold of the 
muskets of the sepoys, and some cartridge- 
boxes of the sebundees, a militia corps ; and 
by these means expelled their guards, and 
took possession of the gaol, amusing them- 
selves with firing the muskets into the air* 
The magistrate of the place, however, be- 
coming alarmed, surrounded the prison with 
troops ; so that escape was impossible^ No 
greater mischief had been done by this fro- 
lic of the prisoners, than the waste of a few 
rounds of musketry ; which shewed, if blood- 
shed had been intended, the unhappy pri- 
soners would have known better than to 
destroy their means of defence for amuse- 
ment. The officers on the outside called to 
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them to open the doors ; but the prisoners, 
enjoying tJiQir fun, paid no' attention to the 
mandate. Horrible to relate ! the doors 
were then blown open with a six-poiinder, 
and a whole corps marched into the gaol ; 
which corps was commanded to put the un- 
resisting prisoners to death ! I could not 
conceive such a dreadful example would 
have been made by those who pride themr 
selves upon their humanity, as the Toope- 
Wallas are accustomed to do. The poor, 
naked, defenceless men crouched up in one 
corner of the gaol, having thrown away the 
muskets with which they had been frolick- 
ing; and, never making a shew of resist- 
ance, were fired upon, from the distance of 
a few yards only, as they were begging for 
mercy. I was, fortunately, perched upon a 
wall, and escaped the effects of this merciless 
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and barbarons act Twenty were shot dead, 
and twice as many wounded. The English 
Government, it was thought, could never 
sanction this inhuman act; but it appears 
that those in authority were very well 
pleased with the civil officer's conduct. It 
is strange that the Toope- Wallas boast of 
their desire to do justice, but never take 
notice of complaints against their agents in 
cases similar to the present. The officer 
makes his own report of his own conduct; 
and this they take, in all cases, to be true, 
and boldly uphold it in the teeth of fact; 
because, if he had not been a true worthy 
man, they would not have employed him ! 
Moreover, the prisoners in this case were 
but black rascals, and the gaol wanted thin- 
ning ; so that the prisoners commenced 
their frolic at the most convenient time. 
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As for myself, I descended from the wall, 
and was thrust into a cell, and deemed a 
lucky fellow to have escaped. A cart came 
the next day, and took away the bodies of 
the slaughtered men, as well those who had, 
as those who had not to do with the tu- 
mult, and carried them to the place of in- 
terment, in which it was desirable to bury 
the recollection of tiiese murders at the 
same time. My term of imprisonment hav- 
ing expired, I was set at liberty, and found 
my way to Satarah, to throw myself at your 
highness's feet." Fuzl Khan having thus con- 
cluded his history, I observed to him that it 
was impossible I could employ one on whom 
no dependance could be placed ; but I ad- 
vised him to enter as a soldier ; and, if his 
conduct were correct, I would take care he 
should not want promotion .and encourage- 
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ment, for I should keep him carefully under 
my eye. He bowed, and went away, look- 
ing sullen and disappointed. 

I afterwards inquired into Fuzl Khan's 
extraordinary history of the massacre of the 
prisoners, and I found it was too correct. 
How the magistrate would have been en- 
abled to justify himself to the government, 
had he been accused, I cannot tell. The 
latter would have relied upon his o£Scial 
statement, perhaps, and the matter would 
have been just as it was* I mentioned it 
to one Englishman, who shewed great re- 
luctance to enter into any conversation 
upon the subject, or even to hear it men- 
tioned; and many of his countrymen seemed 
equally indisposed to make it a subject of 
conversation. Hence I conjectured that 
this wicked deed was not thought much 



mmm 



394. PANDURANG HART. 

hi^er of among the Toope- Wallas than by 
ourselves ; and that it was not likely to add 
much to the reputation of their countr3anen 
in the East or West Perhaps the silence 
of so many upon this subject, should the 
forgoing surmise not be correct, may be 
attributed to the known modesty of our con- 
querors, who never indulge themselves in 
any thing like a boasting, even of their most 
valiant acts ! It would also, no doubt, be 
presumptuous to suppose that any thing 
but dire necessity, and a wholesome regard 
for the security of the city and gaol (so 
deeply involved as they must have been !) 
could have led a magistrate to a measure of 
such imparalleled and monstrous severity. 

The next step which I took relative to 
myself was the holding a consultation of 
Brahmins respecting my marriage, which, 
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they were of opinion, should be celebrated 
as early as possible, with the same forms 
adopted on our betrothment* On the day 
nominated I proceeded to the residence of 
Sagoonah's uncle, with whom she was re- 
siding ; and, having been welcomed in due 
custom as a guest, he presented me with the 
hand of my beloved, which I took with rap- 
ture. The priests then bound our hands 
together with grass, after the usual way, 
and I threw the cloth over my bride, which 
was, in the present case, of unusual richness; 
the corner of it was £Eistened to my garments, 
aiKl I made the oblatioi^ to fire^ while my 
bride dropped the rice into the flame, as her 
offering. The bride having stepped upon 
the sacred stone, we both walked round the 
fire (I cannot help relating every particular 
of a ceremony, though so well known, be- 
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cause it was one so important to myself) ; 
and, before the ceremony was completed 
and irrevocable, the Brahmins made Sa- 
goonah go through the tedious seven steps, 
the Brahmins using a text of the holy wri- 
tings to each : the first step for food, the 
second for health, the third for religion, the 
fourth for happiness, the fifth for catde, the 
sixth for wealth, and the seventh and last, 
for prieste to perform sacrifices. I then 
approached my bride on the completion of 
her task, saying, " May none interrupt us !" 
Next, I was obliged to address the specta- 
tors, and say, ^^ This woman is auspicious ! 
approach, and view her ; and, wishing her 
well, depart to your homes." The specta- 
tors being gone, I remained, as usual, three 
days in the banker's house; and, on the 
fourth, conducted my bride, in great pomp. 
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to my own residence, where toy fatiier 
awaited her arrival, and received her with 
great solemnity, ending all with oblations 
to fire. 

What more can I have to reco^d^-the 
perilous and varied years of my life being 
past, and having arrived at a tranquil and 
secure haven ? I have performed my pro- 
mise, as recorded in the first chapter of this 
my history. My readers now know my real 
birth and parentage, and the difficulties and 
troubles I had to encounter, from my youth 
up to the present happy period. Should 
the reverses which it is often the destiny of 
man to encounter reduce me from the ele- 
vation of the musnud to private life again ; 
or should my future years be filled with 
eventful circumstances of a public or private 
nature; I may, once more, intrude myself 
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upon the world. For the present, then, my 
labours are over ; I cease to write, and seek, 
in repose, to scrutinize my errors, and enjoy 
that peace which, at one period of my life, I 
thought fate had never destined to be mine. 
I composed these memoirs of myself, to 
leave behind me, for the benefit of my chil- 
dren, a testimony of their lather's vicissi- 
tudes in life. Now, while I am writing, I 
have one child, a son, whom, in compliment 
to my early protector, Sawunt Rao, I have 
named Pandurang Hari. — Courteous reader, 
farewell ! 
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THE END. 
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